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THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT     March 12, 2023 
BETTER THAN THE EVERLASTING GOBSTOPPER         
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC   
 

A Reminder: Please be respectful to our brothers and sisters who use the 
time prior to worship for quiet meditation on God's Word. - Thank you 

 

609 JESUS SINNERS DOTH RECEIVE sts. 1–2, 5, 7 
1 Jesus sinners doth receive; 

    Oh, may all this saying ponder 
Who in sin’s delusions live 
    And from God and heaven wander! 
Here is hope for all who grieve: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

2 We deserve but grief and shame, 
    Yet His words, rich grace revealing, 
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim; 
    Here our ills have perfect healing. 
Firmly in these words believe: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

5 Oh, how blest it is to know: 
    Were as scarlet my transgression, 
It shall be as white as snow 
    By Thy blood and bitter passion; 
For these words I now believe: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

7 Jesus sinners doth receive; 
    Also I have been forgiven; 
And when I this earth must leave, 
    I shall find an open heaven. 
Dying, still to Him I cleave: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756 
Text: Public domain 

 

MEMORY VERSE OF THE MONTH 
The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.   Luke 19:10 
 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 



P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body 
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness 
and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we 
cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us 
into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life 
through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

INTROIT Psalm 84:1–4; antiphon: v. 5 
Blessèd are those whose strength is in you, 
 in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
How lovely is your dwelling place, 
 O LORD of hosts! 
My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD; 
 my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God. 
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, 
 at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 
Blessèd are those who dwell in your house, 
 ever singing your praise! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Blessèd are those whose strength is in you, 
 in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray.  O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from 
Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the 
unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 17:1–7 
1All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the 
commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 
2Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why 
do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But the people thirsted there for water, and the people 
grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our 
livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready 
to stone me.” 5And the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of 
Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6Behold, I will stand before you 
there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will 



drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7And he called the name of the place Massah and 
Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is 
the LORD among us or not?” 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 5:1–8 
1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
2Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope 
of the glory of God. 3More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 
4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.  6For 
while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For one will scarcely die for a righteous 
person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8but God shows his love for us in 
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

10 am ANTHEM   “Unfailing Love”   (Raney) 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 4:5–26 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

5[Jesus] came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 
6Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was 
about the sixth hour.  7There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 
8(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that 
you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 
10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you 
would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have 
nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than 
our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 13Jesus 
said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks of the water that I will 
give him will never be thirsty forever. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling 
up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come 
here to draw water.”  16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17The woman answered 
him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for you have had 
five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” 19The woman said 
to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in 
Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is 
coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22You worship what you 
do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now 
here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people 
to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25The woman said 
to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 
26Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

605 FATHER WELCOMES 
Refrain Father welcomes all His children 

       To His fam’ly through His Son. 
        Father giving His salvation, 
        Life forever has been won. 

 

1 Little children, come to Me, 
For My kingdom is of these. 
Life and love I have to give, 
Mercy for your sin. Refrain 

 

2 In the water, in the Word, 
In His promise, be assured: 
Those who are baptized and believe 
Shall be born again. Refrain 

 

3 Let us daily die to sin; 
Let us daily rise with Him, 
Walk in the love of Christ our Lord, 
Live in the peace of God. Refrain 

Text: Robin Mann, 1949 
Text: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005575 

 

SERMON     “Better than the Everlasting Gobstopper”     John 4:5-26 

 

CREED     Early Service – Apostles’ Creed    Late Service – Nicene Creed    

                  (Creed can be found in the back of the hymnal and on the screens) 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
After each petition, please respond with the following: 

P Let us pray to the Lord, 

C Lord have mercy. 
 At the end of the prayer: 

C    Amen. 
 

Early service please continue with the Lord’s Prayer & Benediction 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

 

PREFACE LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-



begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not 
die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe 
in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 208 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 
C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 
    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
  

2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS + 

For guests and visitors, we invite you to please read our statement 
regarding the Lord’s Supper on the inside cover of your bulletin. 

 

ANTHEM   “At the Table of the Lord”   (Althouse) 

 

684 COME UNTO ME, YE WEARY 
1 “Come unto Me, ye weary, And I will give you rest.” 

O blessèd voice of Jesus, Which comes to hearts oppressed! 
It tells of benediction, Of pardon, grace, and peace, 
Of joy that hath no ending, Of love that cannot cease. 

 

2 “Come unto Me, ye wand’rers, And I will give you light.” 
O loving voice of Jesus, Which comes to cheer the night! 
Our hearts were filled with sadness, And we had lost our way; 
But Thou hast brought us gladness And songs at break of day. 

 



3 “Come unto Me, ye fainting, And I will give you life.” 
O cheering voice of Jesus, Which comes to aid our strife! 
The foe is stern and eager, The fight is fierce and long; 
But Thou hast made us mighty And stronger than the strong. 

 

4 “And whosoever cometh, I will not cast him out.” 
O patient love of Jesus, Which drives away our doubt, 
Which, though we be unworthy Of love so great and free, 
Invites us very sinners To come, dear Lord, to Thee! 

Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

763 WHEN PEACE, LIKE A RIVER 
1 When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; 

    When sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 
    It is well, it is well with my soul. Refrain 

 

Refrain It is well (It is well) 
with my soul, (with my soul), 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
    Let this blest assurance control, 
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 
    And hath shed His own blood for my soul. Refrain 

 

3 He lives—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 
    My sin, not in part, but the whole, 
Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more. 
    Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain 

 

4 And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight, 
    The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 
    Even so it is well with my soul. Refrain 

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828–88, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

7:30 am BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 



10 am CHORAL BLESSING    
 

849 PRAISE THE ONE WHO BREAKS THE DARKNESS 
1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness 

    With a liberating light; 
Praise the One who frees the pris’ners, 
    Turning blindness into sight. 
Praise the One who preached the Gospel, 
    Healing ev’ry dread disease, 
Calming storms, and feeding thousands 
    With the very Bread of peace. 

 

2 Praise the One who blessed the children 
    With a strong, yet gentle, word; 
Praise the One who drove out demons 
    With the piercing, two-edged sword. 
Praise the One who brings cool water 
    To the desert’s burning sand; 
From this Well comes living water, 
    Quenching thirst in ev’ry land. 

 

3 Let us praise the Word Incarnate, 
    Christ, who suffered in our place. 
Jesus died and rose victorious 
    That we may know God by grace. 
Let us sing for joy and gladness, 
    Seeing what our God has done; 
Let us praise the true Redeemer, 
    Praise the One who makes us one. 

Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005575 

 

POSTLUDE   “Praise the Almighty”   (arr. Stoldt) 

 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 

2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

The Third Sunday in Lent 

March 12, 2023 

Congregation at Prayer and Devotions for the Week 

Invocation In the name of the Father, and of the Son T, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Introit (found on front page) 
Catechism Review (found on front page) 
Meditation: Portals of Prayer, www.lhm.org/dailydevotions, Other 
 

Daily Scripture Readings 
 

Sunday:  Genesis 27:30-45; 28:10-22; Mark 9:1-13 
Monday:  Genesis 29:1-30; Mark 9:14-32 
Tuesday:  Genesis 35:1-29; Mark 9:33-50 
Wednesday: Genesis 37:1-36; Mark 10:1-12 
Thursday:  Genesis 39:1-23; Mark 10:13-31 
Friday:  Genesis 40:1-23; Mark 10:32-52 
Saturday:  Genesis 41:1-27; Mark 11:1-19 
 

In Our Prayers This Week (as of Thursday morning) 
 

Herb, health issues         William, a child with leukemia  
Kathy, cancer     Mary, Jan’s sister-in-law, cancer 
Diane, recovery     Pierce, an infant with leukemia   
Jack, ongoing health issues    Georgia, recovery  
Lauren’s mother, Phyllis     Margo, health issues  
Shirley, health issues     Jim, health issues 
Kent, recovery      Blake 
Georgia, recovery     Nate, cancer   
Jim, cancer      Jim, Parkinson’s 
Tom, cancer      Steve, Guillain-Barre Syndrome   
Lauren, cancer     Barb, Healing 
Judi and Don      Rick, cancer 
Mike’s mother - Jean, health issues   Jean, recovery  
Sidney, granddaughter of Steinke’s with medical issues 
For those who mourn the evil in our world, that God’s comfort and peace may point them to the hope 
of the resurrection. 
For those with hearts where evil dwells, that God’s kingdom would come and rule over their life. 
For our nation, that God would bring about repentance through His Word that He may heal our land. 

Our Savior Families: Andrew & Priscilla, Marvin, Mike, Dan & Family, Gerald  

 

Hymn of the Week “Father Welcomes” LSB 605 
Collect (found on front page) 
Apostles’ Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Benediction 


