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ASH WEDNESDAY     February 22, 2023 
SITTING IN DUST AND ASHES  
 

AS WE GATHER 
Lent begins with ashes. The wearing of ashes on our forehead may seem like an unusual tradition, but it is 
rich with meaning. From the earliest days, God’s children have repented before Him in sackcloth and ashes, 
a visual reflection of their hearts turning to Him for forgiveness and restoration. Fixing our eyes on Jesus 
during the forty-day season of Lent, we journey with Him to Calvary’s cross where, enduring the “ashes” of 
our sins and the penalty they deserve, He grants to us the beauty of His forgiveness, full and free. Let us be 
renewed in our hearts and minds this day as we gather in the Lord’s house. His Word will show us our great 
need for His saving love and deliver to us the treasures He has promised. 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC   “Lamb of God, Pure and Sinless”   (arr. Cherwien) 
 

419 SAVIOR, WHEN IN DUST TO THEE 
1 Savior, when in dust to Thee 

Low we bow the_adoring knee; 
    When, repentant, to the skies 
    Scarce we lift our weeping eyes; 
O, by all Thy pains and woe 
Suffered once for us below, 
    Bending from Thy throne on high, 
    Hear our penitential cry! 

 

2 By Thy helpless infant years, 
By Thy life of want and tears, 
    By Thy days of deep distress 
    In the savage wilderness, 
By the dread, mysterious hour 
Of the_insulting tempter’s pow’r, 
    Turn, O turn a fav’ring eye; 
    Hear our penitential cry! 

 

3 By Thine hour of dire despair, 
By Thine agony of prayer, 
    By the cross, the nail, the thorn, 
    Piercing spear, and torturing scorn, 
By the gloom that veiled the skies 
O’er the dreadful sacrifice, 
    Listen to our humble sigh; 
    Hear our penitential cry! 

 

4 By Thy deep expiring groan, 
By the sad sepulchral stone, 
    By the vault whose dark abode 
    Held in vain the rising God, 
O, from earth to heav’n restored, 
Mighty, reascended Lord, 
    Bending from Thy throne on high, 
    Hear our penitential cry! 

Text: Robert Grant, 1779–1838, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 



INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES Genesis 3:19 
P Almighty and everlasting God, You spoke to Adam and Eve in the garden and said, “You are dust, and to 

dust you shall return.” Your people of ancient times wore sackcloth and ashes as a sign of repentance. 
We remember our sinfulness through the ashes and remember the gracious gift of forgiveness through 
the cross of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 
 

Those who wish to receive the mark of ashes upon their forehead may come forward. The ashes are an ancient 
sign of mortality and death, sorrow and forgiveness, used at the beginning of Lent. All may meditate on Psalms 
6, 32, 38, 51, 103, 130, and 143. 
 

ABSOLUTION 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray.  Lord Jesus Christ, You exchanged the ashes of our sin for the beauty of Your holiness when 

You died and rose again for us. 

C Renew our hearts and minds during this Lenten season as we receive the promised treasures of 
Your Word; 

P for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

  



OLD TESTAMENT READING Job 30:11–19 
P The Old Testament Reading is from Job, the thirtieth chapter. 
  

11Because God has loosed my cord and humbled me, they have cast off restraint in my presence.  12On my 
right hand the rabble rise; they push away my feet; they cast up against me their ways of destruction. 13They 
break up my path; they promote my calamity; they need no one to help them.  14As through a wide breach 
they come; amid the crash they roll on.  15Terrors are turned upon me; my honor is pursued as by the wind, 
and my prosperity has passed away like a cloud.  16“And now my soul is poured out within me; days of 
affliction have taken hold of me.  17The night racks my bones, and the pain that gnaws me takes no rest. 
18With great force my garment is disfigured; it binds me about like the collar of my tunic.  19God has cast me 
into the mire, and I have become like dust and ashes. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  

ANTHEM   “Speak to Me in Ashes”   (Crane/Nolan)   Choir   

 

EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 5:16—6:2 
P The Epistle is from Second Corinthians, the fifth and sixth chapters. 
 

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ 
according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 18All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us 
to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, 
not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20Therefore, 
we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God.  1Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God 
in vain. 2For he says, “In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.”  
Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:20–30 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

20Then he began to denounce the cities where most of his mighty works had been done, because they did not 
repent. 21“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been done 
in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22But I tell you, it will be more 
bearable on the day of judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 23And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted 
to heaven? You will be brought down to Hades. For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Sodom, 
it would have remained until this day. 24But I tell you that it will be more tolerable on the day of judgment for 
the land of Sodom than for you.”  25At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; 26yes, 
Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him. 28Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For 
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 



 421 JESUS, GRANT THAT BALM AND HEALING 
1 Jesus, grant that balm and healing 

    In Your holy wounds I find, 
Ev’ry hour that I am feeling 
    Pains of body and of mind. 
Should some evil thought within 
Tempt my treach’rous heart to sin, 
    Show the peril, and from sinning 
    Keep me from its first beginning. 

 

2 Should some lust or sharp temptation 
    Fascinate my sinful mind, 
Draw me to Your cross and passion, 
    And new courage I shall find. 
Or should Satan press me hard, 
Let me then be on my guard, 
    Saying, “Christ for me was wounded,” 
    That the tempter flee confounded. 

 

3 If the world my heart entices 
    With the broad and easy road, 
With seductive, sinful vices, 
    Let me weigh the awful load 
You were willing to endure. 
Help me flee all thoughts impure 
    And to master each temptation, 
    Calm in prayer and meditation. 

 

4 Ev’ry wound that pains or grieves me 
    By Your wounds, Lord, is made whole; 
When I’m faint, Your cross revives me, 
    Granting new life to my soul. 
Yes, Your comfort renders sweet 
Ev’ry bitter cup I meet; 
    For Your all-atoning passion 
    Has procured my soul’s salvation. 

 

5 O my God, my rock and tower, 
    Grant that in Your death I trust, 
Knowing death has lost its power 
    Since You crushed it in the dust. 
Savior, let Your agony 
Ever help and comfort me; 
    When I die be my protection, 
    Light and life and resurrection. 

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. composite, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON     “Sitting In Dust and Ashes”     Job 30:11-19 

 

NICENE CREED 
 



PRAYER 
P Gracious God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we thank You for blessing us with the opportunity to 

meditate again on the cross of Christ and receive Your promised treasures. 

C Grant that the message of the Lamb of God slain for our salvation bring us the riches of Your 
pardon and peace. 

P Lead us to see that our sins caused Jesus’ great agony in the garden, that our sins nailed Him to the 
cross of Calvary, 

C that He was forsaken by His Father so that we might never be forsaken, and that He died so that 
we may live. 

P Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all who 
come to You in repentance and faith. 

C Create in us clean hearts to receive from You the promised treasures of Your mercy and 
forgiveness. 

P Holy Spirit, lift up troubled souls everywhere. Grant wholeness to those hurting in heart, body, and mind. 
Work Your healing power in the lives of those in need, [especially . . .], and in the lives of all we name 
before You in our hearts. 

C All glory, honor, and praise be to You, with the Father and the Son, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

  

+ SACRAMENT + 

 

PREFACE 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the 
devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with hearts cleansed from the ashes of our sin we might 
joyfully receive the promised treasures of His body and blood in the feast He has prepared. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

  

SANCTUS LSB 161 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PEACE OF OUR LORD 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS + 

 

ANTHEM   “At the Table of the Lord”   (Althouse)   Choir 

 

570 JUST AS I AM, WITHOUT ONE PLEA 
1 Just as I am, without one plea But that Thy blood was shed for me 

And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee,  O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

2 Just as I am and waiting not To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

3 Just as I am, though tossed about With many_a conflict, many_a doubt, 
Fightings and fears within, without, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

4 Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789–1871 
Text: Public domain 

 

422 ON MY HEART IMPRINT YOUR IMAGE 
1 On my heart imprint Your image, 

    Blessèd Jesus, King of grace, 
That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures 
    Never may Your work erase; 
Let the clear inscription be: 
Jesus, crucified for me, 
    Is my life, my hope’s foundation, 
    And my glory and salvation! 

Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. Peer O. Strömme, 1856–1921, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

  



619 THY BODY, GIVEN FOR ME, O SAVIOR 
1 Thy body, giv’n for me, O Savior, 

    Thy blood which Thou for me didst shed, 
These are my life and strength forever, 
    By them my hungry soul is fed. Refrain 

 

Refrain Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 
       Be for my soul the highest good! 

 

2 With Thee, Lord, I am now united; 
    I live in Thee and Thou in me. 
No sorrow fills my soul, delighted 
    It finds its only joy in Thee. Refrain 

 

3 Who can condemn me now? For surely 
    The Lord is nigh, who justifies. 
No hell I fear, and thus securely 
    With Jesus I to heaven rise. Refrain 

 

4 Though death may threaten with disaster, 
    It cannot rob me of my cheer; 
For He who is of death the master 
    With aid and comfort e’er is near. Refrain 

 

5 My heart has now become Thy dwelling, 
    O blessèd, holy Trinity. 
With angels I, Thy praises telling, 
    Shall live in joy eternally. Refrain 

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005575 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
P Let us pray.  O God the Father, who in love and mercy sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we 

thank You that You have given us pardon and peace in this Supper. Grant us the faith to always trust that 
because of Your Son’s death and resurrection, 

C You have taken the ashes of our sin and given us the beauty of Your forgiveness; 

P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING BLESSING   “The Lord Bless You and Keep You”   (Lutkin)   Choir 
 

POSTLUDE   “Christ the Life of All the Living”  
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