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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT December 18, 2022 7:30 am
SIGN BLOCKING SCENERY

PRESERVICE MUSIC “He Whom Shepherd Men Came Praising” (arr. Manz) &
“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” (arr. Blersch)

A Reminder: Please be respectful to our brothers and sisters who use the
time prior to worship for quiet meditation on God's Word. - Thank you

332 SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME sts. 1-3, 6-8
1 Savior of the nations, come,

Virgin’s Son, make here Your home!

Marvel now, O heav’'n and earth,

That the Lord chose such a birth.

2 Not by human flesh and blood,
By the Spirit of our God,
Was the Word of God made flesh—
Woman'’s offspring, pure and fresh.

3 Here a maid was found with child,
Yet remained a virgin mild.
In her womb this truth was shown:
God was there upon His throne.

6 For You are the Father’s Son
Who in flesh the vict'ry won.
By Your mighty pow’r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

7  From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.

/A 8 Glory to the Father sing,
Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be

Now and through eternity.
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483-1546; (sts. 1-2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812-76; (sts. 3,
6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973; (st. 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001
Text (sts. 1-2): Public domain
Text (sts. 3, 6-7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn
License no. 110005575

MEMORY VERSE OF THE MONTH

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but
have eternal life. John 3:16

INVOCATION
(P} In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

(P] Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

P} If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

(P] Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me,
a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

(P) Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into
Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through
Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Letus pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh
us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 7:10-17
10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 1“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.”
12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and | will not put the LORD to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of
David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? “Therefore the Lord himself will give
you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. °*He shall eat
curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. *¢For before the boy knows how
to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted. 1"The LORD will
bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father’'s house such days as have not come since the
day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 24
1The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein, ?for he has founded
it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers. 3Who shall ascend the hill of the LOrRD? And who shall
stand in his holy place? “He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to what is
false and does not swear deceitfully. 5He will receive blessing from the LORD and righteousness from the God
of his salvation. ®Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek the face of the God of Jacob."Lift
up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. 8Who is this
King of glory? The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle! °Lift up your heads, O gates!
And lift them up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. 1°Who is this King of glory? The LORD
of hosts, he is the King of glory!



EPISTLE Romans 1:1-7
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2which he promised
beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning his Son, who was descended from David
according to the flesh “and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by
his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship
to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, fincluding you who are
called to belong to Jesus Christ, To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace
to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-25
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph,
before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. **And her husband Joseph,
being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 2°But as he considered
these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not
fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 22She will bear a son,
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what
the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call
his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 2*When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of
the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called
his name Jesus.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

357 O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL sts. 1, ref, 2,4-5,7
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. Refrain

Refrain Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!

2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, Who ord’rest all things mightily;
To us the path of knowledge show, And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain

4 O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, Free them from Satan’s tyranny
That trust Thy mighty pow'r to save, And give them vict'ry o’er the grave. Refrain

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery. Refrain

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind In one the hearts of all mankind;

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, KéIn; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Text: Public domain

SERMON “Sign Blocking Scenery”  Isaiah 7:10-17



NICENE CREED (Creed can be found in the back of the hymnal and on the screens)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
After each petition, please respond with the following:
(P] let us pray to the Lord,
Lord, have mercy.
At the end of the prayer:
Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
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LSB 208
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.

Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not
die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe
in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising Y ou and
saying:
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SANCTUS LSB 208
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored,;

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord,;

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

LORD’S PRAYER
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEl LSB 210
1 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,

You take the sin of the world away;

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.



2 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ,

And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.
Text: Stephen P. Starke

+ DISTRIBUTION +

For guests and visitors, we invite you to please read our statement
regarding the Lord’s Supper on the inside cover of your bulletin.

350 COME, THOU PRECIOUS RANSOM, COME
1 Come, Thou precious Ransom, come,
Only hope for sinful mortals!
Come, O Savior of the world!
Open are to Thee all portals.
Come, Thy beauty let us see;
Anxiously we wait for Thee.

2  Enter now my waiting heart,
Glorious King and Lord most holy.
Dwell in me and ne’er depart,
Though | am but poor and lowly.
Ah, what riches will be mine
When Thou art my guest divine!

3 My hosannas and my palms
Graciously receive, | pray Thee;
Evermore, as best | can,
Savior, | will homage pay Thee,
And in faith | will embrace,
Lord, Thy merit through Thy grace.

4  Hail' Hosanna, David’s Son!
Jesus, hear our supplication!
Let Thy kingdom, scepter, crown,
Bring us blessing and salvation,
That forever we may sing:

Hail! Hosanna to our King.
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. August Crull, 18451923, alt.
Text: Public domain

338 COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS
1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art,
Dear desire of ev’ry nation,
Joy of ev’ry longing heart.



2 Born Thy people to deliver;
Born a child and yet a king!
Born to reign in us forever,
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all-sufficient merit

Raise us to Thy glorious throne.
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.
Text: Public domain

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

(P] Letus pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICAMUS LSB 212
(P Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

361 O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM
1 O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

2 For Christ is born of Mary,

And, gathered all above

While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wond’ring love.

O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth,

And praises sing to God the king
And peace to all the earth!



3 How silently, how silently

The wondrous gift is giv'n!

So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heav'n.

No ear may hear His coming;
But in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive Him, still
The dear Christ enters in.

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,

Our Lord Immanuel!
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-93
Text: Public domain

POSTLUDE “O Come All Ye Faithful” (arr. Blersch)
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Congregation at Prayer and Devotions for the Week

Invocation In the name of the Father, and of the Son *I-, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Introit (found on front page)

Catechism Review (found on front page)

Meditation: Portals of Prayer, www.lhm.org/dailydevotions, Other

Daily Scripture Readings

Sunday: Isaiah 34:1-2, 8-35:10; Revelation 6:1-17
Monday: Isaiah 40:1:17; Revelation 7:1-17
Tuesday: Isaiah 40:18-41:10; Revelation 8:1-13

Wednesday: Isaiah 42:1-25; Revelation 9:1-12
Thursday: Isaiah 43:1-24; Revelation 9:13-10:11

Friday: Isaiah 43:25-44:20; Revelation 11:1-19

Saturday: Isaiah 44:21-45:13, 20-25; Revelation 12:1-17

In Our Prayers This Week (as of Thursday morning)
Herb, health issues William, a child with leukemia
Kathy, cancer Mary, Jan’s sister-in-law, cancer
Diane, recovery Pierce, an infant with leukemia
Jack, ongoing health issues Georgia, recovery
Lauren’s mother, Phyllis Margo, health issues
Shirley, health issues Duane, cancer
Kent, recovery Blake
Georgia, recovery Dave, health issues
Jim, cancer Jim, Parkinson’s
Tom, cancer Steve, Guillain-Barre Syndrome
Aimee, healing and strength Marlys

Mike’s mother - Jean, health issues Lauren, cancer

Sidney, granddaughter of Steinke’s with medical issues

For the family of Ezra, a 3-month-old who died of SIDS

For those affected by Hurricane lan.

For those who mourn the evil in our world, that God’s comfort and peace may point them to the hope

of the resurrection.

For those with hearts where evil dwells, that God’s kingdom would come and rule over their life.

For our nation, that God would bring about repentance through His Word that He may heal our land.
Jur Savior Families: Rick & Family, Ken & Joan, Cody & Family, Michael & Family, James & Jean

Hymn of the Week “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” LSB 357
Collect (found on front page)
Apostles’ Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Benediction



