First Sunday in Lent
February 21, 2021
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A TEST OR TEMPTATION?

February 21, 2021

PRESERVICE MUSIC
“Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” (arr. Manz) & “Children of the Heavenly Father” (arr. Behnke)

(7:30 am) 418 O LORD, THROUGHOUT THESE FORTY DAYS
1

2

3

4

O Lord, throughout these forty days
You prayed and kept the fast;
Inspire repentance for our sin,
And free us from our past.
You strove with Satan, and You won;
Your faithfulness endured;
Lend us Your nerve, Your skill and trust
In God’s eternal Word.
Though parched and hungry, yet You prayed
And fixed Your mind above;
So teach us to deny ourselves,
Since we have known God’s love.
Be with us through this season, Lord,
And all our earthly days,
That when the final Easter dawns,
We join in heaven’s praise.

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005575

MEMORY VERSE OF THE MONTH
Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you. 1 Peter 5:7

INVOCATION
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

BAPTISM (10 am) Audrey Joy Husing, Daughter of Jacob & Brenda Husing
(10 am) BAPTISM SONG “Who You Say I Am” (Fielding/Morgan) Amelia & Brenda Husing
OPENING SENTENCES
P
C
P
C

Mark 14:38; 1 Peter 5:8; 1 Corinthians 10:12–13
Jesus said, “Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak.”
Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion,
seeking someone to devour.
Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. No temptation has overtaken you
that is not common to man.
God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he
will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P

Romans 6:20, 22–23, adapted; Mark 1:15
God’s Word reminds us that when we were slaves of sin, we were free in regard to righteousness.

C
P
C
P

But now that we have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit we get
leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life.
For the wages of sin is death,
but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Let us confess our sins to God, who has brought us out of slavery and promises to lead us to the
promised land of heaven.

A moment for silent confession.
P
C
P

C

Heavenly Father, we know we are blessed when we remain steadfast under trial, yet we fall prey to the
devil’s schemes and give in to temptation. We are lured and enticed by our own evil desires—desires
that contradict your good and gracious will.
For Jesus’ sake, forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
As Jesus began His ministry, He said, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent
and believe in the gospel.” As you have repented of your sins, believe these words as if Jesus was
standing here speaking them to you: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

SALUTATION
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P

C

Let us pray. O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them to the
promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior we may walk through the
wilderness of this world toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Genesis 22:1–18
these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 2He said, “Take
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt
offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his
donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering
and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and
saw the place from afar. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will
go over there and worship and come again to you.” 6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid
it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7And
Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and
the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb
for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 9When they came to the place of which God
had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him
on the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son.
11But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am
I.” 12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing
you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and
behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and
offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will
provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 15And the angel of the LORD
1After

called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because
you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will surely bless you, and I will surely
multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall
possess the gate of his enemies, 18and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because
you have obeyed my voice.”
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE

James 1:12–18
is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the
crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. 13Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am
being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14But each person
is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to
sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 16Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17Every good
gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation
or shadow due to change. 18Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind
of firstfruits of his creatures.
12Blessed

P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(7:30) SOLO “Old Irish Blessing” (Denes Agay) Heide Skarda
HOLY GOSPEL
P
C

Mark 1:9–15

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

9In

those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And when he
came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like a
dove. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 12The Spirit
immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13And he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by
Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him. 14Now after John was
arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
424 O CHRIST, YOU WALKED THE ROAD
1

2

O Christ, You walked the road
Our wand’ring feet must go.
You faced with us temptation’s pow’r
And fought our ancient foe.
No bread of earth alone
Can fill our hung’ring hearts.
Lord, help us seek Your living Word,
The food Your grace imparts.

3

No blinding sign we ask,
No wonder from above.
Lord, help us place our trust alone
In Your unswerving love.

4

When lures of easy gain
With promise brightly shine,
Lord, help us seek Your kingdom first;
Our wills with Yours align.

5

O Christ, You walked the road
Our wand’ring feet must go.
Stay with us through temptation’s hour
To fight our ancient foe.

Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005575

SERMON

“A Test or Temptation?”

NICENE CREED (7:30 am)

James 1:12-18

(Creed can be found in the back of the hymnal and on the screens)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P
C
C

After each petition, please respond with the following:
Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
At the end of the prayer:
Amen.

Late Service please continue with the Benediction
+ SACRAMENT +
PREFACE
P
C
P
C
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the
devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to
celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS
C

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

LSB 195

WORDS OF OUR LORD
LORD'S PRAYER
PAX DOMINI
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI
C

LSB 198
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
618 I COME, O SAVIOR, TO THY TABLE
1

I come, O Savior, to Thy table,
For weak and weary is my soul;
Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able
To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain
Refrain Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Be for my soul the highest good!
2

Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning
That sinners may salvation see
Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning;
So I, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain

3

Unworthy though I am, O Savior,
Because I have a sinful heart,
Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never,
For Thou my faithful shepherd art: Refrain

4

Weary am I and heavy laden;
With sin my soul is sore oppressed;
Receive me graciously and gladden
My heart, for I am now Thy guest. Refrain

5

What higher gift can we inherit?
It is faith’s bond and solid base;
It is the strength of heart and spirit,
The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005575

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
P

C

Let us pray. Lord Jesus, we thank You for pouring out Your body and blood and serving it to us in this
Meal in bread and wine. In Your mercy, strengthen and lead us as we face temptations and testing in this
life on our way to the life to come, for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
P
C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

801 HOW GREAT THOU ART
1

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
Consider all the works Thy hand hath made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed; Refrain
Refrain Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
2 When through the woods and forest glades I wander,
I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; Refrain
3 But when I think that God, His Son not sparing,
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in—
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing
He bled and died to take away my sin; Refrain
4 When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration
And there proclaim: “My God, how great Thou art!” Refrain
Text: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110005575

POSTLUDE “A Mighty Fortress” (Walther)
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©
2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.

Congregation at Prayer and Devotions for the Week
Invocation In the name of the Father, and of the Son T, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Introit (found on front page)
Catechism Review (found on front page)
Meditation: Portals of Prayer, www.lhm.org/dailydevotions, Other

Daily Scripture Readings
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Genesis 4:1-26; Mark 2:18-28
Genesis 6:1-7:5; Mark 3:1-19
Genesis 7:11-8:12; Mark 3:20-35
Genesis 8:13-9:17; Mark 4:1-20
Genesis 11:27-12:20; Mark 4:21-41
Genesis 13:1-18; Mark 5:1-20
Genesis 15:1-21; Mark 5:21-43

In Our Prayers This Week (as of Thursday morning)
Roger, health issues
Carrie, healing from a stroke
Linda, cancer
Linda, brain cancer
Larry, heart issues
Mary, Jan’s sister-in-law, cancer
Del, health issues
Julie, pancreatic cancer
Camilla, 7 year old with brain cancer
Jerry’s sister, Pat, recovery
Jack, ongoing health issues
Vonna, eye
Dave, recovery
Lauren’s mother
Eunice, Health Issues
Mara’s brother, cancer
George
Brent, hospital
Al, health issues
Berklee
Jim, cancer
Family of Bev Pfeifer
Larry, health issues
Tom, cancer
Tony, hospice
Ken, health
Bill, health issues
The Wilson family, house fire
Sidney, granddaughter of Steinke’s with medical issues
For those in nursing homes, medical professionals, those whose employment is in question, and that the Lord
would miraculously make all signs of this virus disappear so all may know it is by His merciful hand. For peace and
humility to dwell in the hearts of the people of our land.

Our Savior Families: Elizabeth, Lois, Devin, Pam, Harold & Marilyn, Robert

Hymn of the Week “O Christ, You Walked the Road” LSB 424
Collect (found on front page)
Apostles’ Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Benediction

