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RESTORING FORGIVENESS     December 6, 2020 
 

+ PREPARATION + 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC     “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”     (arr. Line) 
 

MEMORY VERSE OF THE MONTH 
For God so loved the world that He gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.   John 3:16 
 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P Prepare the way of the Lord. Recalling our Baptism into Christ, we confess our sins to God in the full 

assurance of the gift of forgiveness by the mighty sacrifice of His Son. 

C O God, from the wilderness of lives disfigured and crushed by the devil, our own sin, and the 
sins of others, we cry out to You for the forgiveness of our sins, those that trouble us as well as 
those of which we are not aware. Restore our life and faith by Your own command for the sake of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

P Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God to all of you. And in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 
P Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

C the light no darkness can overcome. 

P Let Your light scatter the darkness 

C and illumine Your Church. 
 

WE LIGHT THE ADVENT CANDLE sts. 1–2 
1 We light the Advent candle 

And wait for Christ to come. 
With hope, we trust the promise 
That He will bring us home. 
Our hope is in our Savior 
Who wins for us God’s favor. 
We wait with growing light 
Till God makes all things right! 

 

2 We light the Advent candle 
And thank the Lord for rest. 
With peace, we know our Jesus 
Has come to be our guest. 
This peace beyond all knowing 
Within our hearts is glowing. 
We wait with growing light 
Till God makes all things right! 



+ WORD + 

 

SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray.  Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His 

coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 40:1–11 
1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare 
is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 
3A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God.  4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall 
become level, and the rough places a plain.  5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall 
see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”  6A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.  7The grass withers, the flower fades when the 
breath of the LORD blows on it; surely the people are grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word 
of our God will stand forever.  9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice 
with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your 
God!”  10Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, 
and his recompense before him.  11He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; 
he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM Psalm 85 
1LORD, you were favorable to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob.  2You forgave the iniquity of your 
people;  you covered all their sin.  3You withdrew all your wrath; you turned from your hot anger.  4Restore us 
again, O God of our salvation, and put away your indignation toward us!  5Will you be angry with us forever? 
Will you prolong your anger to all generations?  6Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in 
you?  7Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us your salvation.  8Let me hear what God the LORD 
will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to folly.  9Surely his 
salvation is near to those who fear him, that glory may dwell in our land.  10Steadfast love and faithfulness 
meet; righteousness and peace kiss each other.  11Faithfulness springs up from the ground, and righteousness 
looks down from the sky.  12Yes, the LORD will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase.  
13Righteousness will go before him and make his footsteps a way. 
 

EPISTLE 2 Peter 3:8–14 
8But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day. 9The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward 
you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up 
and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.  11Since all these things are 
thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and 



hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and 
the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and 
a new earth in which righteousness dwells.  14Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent 
to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:1–8 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

1The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  2As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, 
I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, 3the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’” 4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem 
were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John 
was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7And 
he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy 
to stoop down and untie. 8I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

346 WHEN ALL THE WORLD WAS CURSED 
1 When all the world was cursed 

    By Moses’ condemnation, 
Saint John the Baptist came 
    With words of consolation. 
With true forerunner’s zeal 
    The greater One he named, 
And Him, as yet unknown, 
    As Savior he proclaimed. 

 

2 Before he yet was born, 
    He leaped in joyful meeting, 
Confessing Him as Lord 
    Whose mother he was greeting. 
By Jordan’s rolling stream, 
    A new Elijah bold, 
He testified of Him 
    Of whom the prophets told: 

 

3 Behold the Lamb of God 
    That bears the world’s transgression, 
Whose sacrifice removes 
    The devil’s dread oppression. 
Behold the Lamb of God, 
    Who takes away our sin, 
Who for our peace and joy 
    Will full atonement win. 



4 O grant, dear Lord of love, 
    That we receive, rejoicing, 
The word proclaimed by John, 
    Our true repentance voicing, 
That gladly we may walk 
    Upon our Savior’s way 
Until we live with Him 
    In His eternal day. 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005575 

 

SERMON     “Restoring Forgiveness”     Psalm 85 

 

CREED     Early Service – Nicene Creed     Late Service – Apostles’ Creed  
                                       (Creeds can be found on the screens.) 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH      
After each petition, please respond with the following: 

P      Lord, in Your mercy, 

C     hear our prayer. 
 At the end of the prayer: 

C  Amen.  
 

Late service please continue with the Lord’s Prayer & Benediction 
 

+ SACRAMENT + 

 

PREFACE 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist 
prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He 
comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 195 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 



WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 

+ DISTRIBUTION + 

 

344 ON JORDAN’S BANK THE BAPTIST’S CRY 
1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

Announces that the Lord is nigh; 
Awake and hearken, for he brings 
Glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 

2 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; 
Make straight the way for God within, 
And let us all our hearts prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there. 

 

3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, 
Our refuge and our great reward; 
Without Thy grace we waste away 
Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 

 

4 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand 
And make the fallen strong to stand; 
Show us the glory of Thy face 
Till beauty springs in ev’ry place. 

 

D 5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee 
Whose advent sets Thy people free, 
Whom with the Father we adore 
And Holy Spirit evermore. 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
P Let us pray.  Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in 

the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of 
pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

  



BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

349 HARK THE GLAD SOUND 
1 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

    The Savior promised long; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne 
    And ev’ry voice a song. 

 

2 He comes the pris’ners to release, 
    In Satan’s bondage held. 
The gates of brass before Him burst, 
    The iron fetters yield. 

 

3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 
    The bleeding soul to cure, 
And with the treasures of His grace 
    To enrich the humble poor. 

 

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 
    Thy welcome shall proclaim, 
And heav’n’s eternal arches ring 
    With Thy belovèd name. 

 

POSTLUDE     “Hark the Glad Sound” (arr. Lang) & “Lift Up Your Heads” (arr. Bender) 
 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Congregation at Prayer and Devotions for the Week 

Invocation In the name of the Father, and of the Son T, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Introit (found on front page) 
 

Catechism Review (found on front page) 
 

Meditation: Portals of Prayer, www.lhm.org/dailydevotions, Other 
 

Daily Scripture Readings 
 

Sunday:  Isaiah 14:1-23; 2 Peter 3:1-18 
Monday:  Isaiah 24:1-13; 1 John 1:1-2:14 
Tuesday:  Isaiah 24:14-25:12; 1 John 2:15-29 
Wednesday: Isaiah 26:119; 1 John 3:1-24 
Thursday:  Isaiah 26:20-27:13; 1 John 4:1-21 
Friday:  Isaiah 28:14-29; 1 John 5:1-21 
Saturday:  Isaiah 29:1-14; Jude 1-25 
 

In Our Prayers This Week (as of Thursday morning) 
 

Roger, health issues         Al, health issues  
Bill, recovery         Linda, brain cancer  
Larry, heart issues     Family of Roger – passed away 
Becky, back pain     Family of Denise, passed away     
Camilla, 7-year-old with brain cancer  Carrie, healing from a stroke  
Jack, ongoing health issues    Vonna’s mother    
Dave, recovery     Lauren’s mother 
Eunice, Health Issues    Jackie’s mother 
Jim, Alzheimer’s      Sharron’s father 
Roger, hospice     Jackie’s grandmother 
Bill, recovering     Carole, Covid 
Larry, health issues     Ross, Covid 
Chris, recovering after a fall    Brent, hospital 
Sidney, granddaughter of Steinke’s with medical issues 
For those in nursing homes, medical professionals, those whose employment is in question, and that the Lord 
would miraculously make all signs of this virus disappear so all may know it is by His merciful hand. For peace and 
humility to dwell in the hearts of the people of our land.  
 

Our Savior Families: Joanne, Jack, Joseph & Patricia, John and family, Glenn & Penny,  
John & Jean 

 

Hymn of the Week “When All the World was Cursed” LSB 346 
 

Collect (found on front page) 
 

Apostles’ Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Benediction 
 


