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A COVID REFORMATION     October 25, 2020 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC     JuBELLation Choir 
“Praise” (Gayrhos); “How Great is Our God” (arr. Bettcher); “Mighty Fortress/Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in our 
Word” (arr. Meux)       
 

657 A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD sts. 1–4 
1 A mighty fortress is our God, 

    A sword and shield victorious; 
He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod 
    And wins salvation glorious. 
The old satanic foe 
Has sworn to work us woe. 
    With craft and dreadful might 
    He arms himself to fight. 
On earth he has no equal. 

 

2 No strength of ours can match his might. 
    We would be lost, rejected. 
But now a champion comes to fight, 
    Whom God Himself elected. 
You ask who this may be? 
The Lord of hosts is He, 
    Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
    God’s only Son, adored. 
He holds the field victorious. 

 

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 
    All threat’ning to devour us, 
We tremble not, unmoved we stand; 
    They cannot overpow’r us. 
Let this world’s tyrant rage; 
In battle we’ll engage. 
    His might is doomed to fail; 
    God’s judgment must prevail! 
One little word subdues him. 

 

4 God’s Word forever shall abide, 
    No thanks to foes, who fear it; 
For God Himself fights by our side 
    With weapons of the Spirit. 
Were they to take our house, 
Goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
    Though life be wrenched away, 
    They cannot win the day. 
The Kingdom’s ours forever! 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005575 

 

MEMORY VERSE OF THE MONTH 
Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you.   Psalm 50:15 

  



INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 46:1a, 2a; Romans 3:23–24a; John 8:31b–32 
P God is our refuge and strength; 

C therefore we will not fear. 

P All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

C and are justified by His grace as a gift. 

P If you abide in My word, you are truly My disciples, 

C and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. 
  

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Incorporating Psalm 46:4, 7, 11 
P Lord of hosts, 

C hear our confession of sins and grant us Your mercy and forgiveness. We have not trusted in Your 
promised protection and strength but have looked elsewhere for help and refuge. You alone have 
provided the remedy for that which truly causes our separation, troubles, and death. For the sake 
of Christ, Your Son, our Redeemer, grant us forgiveness and deliverance from all that would keep 
us from Your present help. We ask it in the name of Jesus. 

P There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. Because 
that river of grace and power has flowed over us in our Baptism into the death and resurrection of Christ, 
in spite of our fear, the Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
By grace God has created each of us and everything that exists, and in the person of His Son entered 
our history and paid for our every sin and sin itself. In Christ’s resurrection, God’s promises have been 
made sure. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. The Lord of hosts is with us! The God of Jacob is our fortress! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray.  Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us 

steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us against all 
enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

FIRST READING Revelation 14:6–7 
6Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on 
earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. 7And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give 
him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea 
and the springs of water.” 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 3:19–28 
19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth 
may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by works of the law no human 
being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.   21But now the 
righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear 



witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 
distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be 
received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 
over former sins. 26It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what 
kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart 
from works of the law. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  

GOSPEL Matthew 11:12–19 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

12[Jesus said:] “From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and 
the violent take it by force. 13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14and if you are willing to 
accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15He who has ears to hear, let him hear.  16“But to what shall I compare 
this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to their playmates, 17“‘We played the 
flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’  18For John came neither eating 
nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look 
at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

PICTURE BIBLE & FIRST BIBLE BLESSING 
 

865 LORD, HELP US EVER TO RETAIN 
1 Lord, help us ever to retain 

The Catechism’s doctrine plain 
    As Luther taught the Word of truth 
    In simple style to tender youth. 

 

2 Help us Your holy Law to learn, 
To mourn our sin and from it turn 
    In faith to You and to Your Son 
    And Holy Spirit, Three in One. 

 

3 Hear us, dear Father, when we pray 
For needed help from day to day 
    That as Your children we may live, 
    Whom You baptized and so received. 

 

4 Lord, when we fall or go astray, 
Absolve and lift us up, we pray; 
    And through the Sacrament increase 
    Our faith till we depart in peace. 

 

SERMON     “A Covid Reformation”     Matthew 11:12-19 

 



CREED     Early Service – Apostles’ Creed     Late Service – Nicene Creed  

                                      (Creed can be found on the screens) 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH      
After each petition, please respond with the following: 

P      Lord, in Your mercy, 

C     hear our prayer. 
 At the end of the prayer: 

C  Amen.  
 

Early service please continue with the Lord’s Prayer & Benediction 
 

+ SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death 
and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 208 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 
C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 
    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 



  

2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

 

+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS + 
 

655 LORD, KEEP US STEADFAST IN YOUR WORD 
1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 

Curb those who by deceit or sword 
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 
And bring to naught all He has done. 

 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 
For You are Lord of lords alone; 
Defend Your holy Church that we 
May sing Your praise eternally. 

 

3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 
Send peace and unity on earth; 
Support us in our final strife 
And lead us out of death to life. 

 

566 BY GRACE I’M SAVED sts. 1–2, 6 
1 By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless; 

    My soul, believe and doubt it not. 
Why stagger at this word of promise? 
    Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? 
No! Then this word must true remain: 
By grace you too will life obtain. 

 

2 By grace! None dare lay claim to merit; 
    Our works and conduct have no worth. 
God in His love sent our Redeemer, 
    Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth; 
His death did for our sins atone, 
And we are saved by grace alone. 

 

6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 
    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 
For though I know my heart’s condition, 
    I also know my Savior’s voice. 
My heart is glad, all grief has flown 
Since I am saved by grace alone. 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
P Let us pray.  Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in 

the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of 
pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

744 AMAZING GRACE sts. 1–5 
1 Amazing grace—how sweet the sound— 

    That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, 
    Was blind but now I see! 

 

2 The Lord has promised good to me, 
    His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 
    As long as life endures. 

 

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares 
    I have already come; 
His grace has brought me safe thus far, 
    His grace will lead me home. 

 

4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail 
    And mortal life shall cease, 
Amazing grace shall then prevail 
    In heaven’s joy and peace. 

 

5 When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
    Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
    Than when we’d first begun. 

 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God!  
 

POSTLUDE     “Stand up! Stand up for Jesus”     (arr. Behnke) 
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Congregation at Prayer and Devotions for the Week 

Invocation In the name of the Father, and of the Son T, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Introit (found on front page) 
 

Catechism Review (found on front page) 
 

Meditation: Portals of Prayer, www.lhm.org/dailydevotions, Other 
 

Daily Scripture Readings 
 

Sunday:  Deuteronomy 27:1-26; Matthew 17:14-27 
Monday:  Deuteronomy 28:1-22; Matthew 18:1-20 
Tuesday:  Deuteronomy 29:1-29; Matthew 18:21-35 
Wednesday: Deuteronomy 30:1-20; Matthew 19:1-15 
Thursday:  Deuteronomy 31:1-29; Matthew 19:16-30 
Friday:  Deuteronomy 31:30-32:27; Matthew 20:1-16 
Saturday:  Deuteronomy 32:29-52; Matthew 20:17-34 
 

In Our Prayers This Week (as of Thursday morning) 
 

Roger, health issues         Al, health issues  
Bill, recovery         Linda, brain cancer  
Larry, heart issues     Marilyn, recovering 
Becky, back pain     Jean, health issues       
Camilla, 7-year-old with brain cancer  Carrie, healing from a stroke  
Jack, ongoing health issues    Denise, addictions    
Beth, health issues     Lauren’s mother 
Eunice, Health Issues    Jackie’s mother 
Jim, Alzheimer’s      Sharron’s father 
Roger, recovering     Vonna’s mother 
Lois, recovering     Carol, recovering 
David, recovering     Ross, Covid  
Terry, Health     John, recovering from heart surgery 
Sidney, granddaughter of Steinke’s with medical issues 
For those in nursing homes, medical professionals, those whose employment is in question, and that the Lord 
would miraculously make all signs of this virus disappear so all may know it is by His merciful hand. For peace and 
humility to dwell in the hearts of the people of our land.  
 

Our Savior Families: Gregory, Ross, Cody and family, Lois, James & Jan, John & Mandy 
 

Hymn of the Week “Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain” LSB 865 
 

Collect (found on front page) 
 

Apostles’ Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Benediction 
 


