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A HARD PILL TO SWALLOW     September 5/6, 2020 
 

AS WE GATHER 
“Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” Jesus’ disciples asked. Our Lord responded by welcoming 
a child into His midst. “Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” 
Children are highly valued by our gracious God because they are completely dependent. On their own, they 
have nothing, yet they need everything. This is true for all of us in our relationship with God! On our own, we 
have only our sinful, broken lives and are unable to please God and fulfill His commands. Yet, in Jesus 
Christ, we possess everything we need! Forgiveness of sins and the guarantee of life forever with God are 
freely given to those who turn from their sin and receive the forgiveness earned by our crucified and risen 
Savior. In Jesus, we are, like children, completely dependent. We have nothing to offer, yet everything we 
need is ours to receive from the gracious hands of our Savior. 
 

+ PREPARATION + 

 

PRESERVICE MUSIC     “Largo”     (A. Dvorak) 

 
725 CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER 
1 Children of the heav’nly Father 

Safely in His bosom gather; 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven 
Such a refuge e’er was given. 

 

2 God His own doth tend and nourish; 
In His holy courts they flourish. 
From all evil things He spares them; 
In His mighty arms He bears them. 

 

3 Neither life nor death shall ever 
From the Lord His children sever; 
Unto them His grace He showeth, 
And their sorrows all He knoweth. 

 

4 Though He giveth or He taketh, 
God His children ne’er forsaketh; 
His the loving purpose solely 
To preserve them pure and holy. 

Text: © Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005575 

 

MEMORY VERSE OF THE MONTH 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me. 
John 14:6 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 92:1–2 
P It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 

C to sing praises to Your name, O Most High; 

P to declare Your steadfast love in the morning, 

C and Your faithfulness by night. 

P The Most High God gathers us to praise His name and declare His love together! 
  
 



INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 32:1 
P Lord God, You promise grace and every blessing to all who come before You and repent of their sins. 

Hear us now as we, Your humble children, bring our prayers before You. 
  

In silent prayer, we confess our sins to the Lord, seeking His cleansing forgiveness. 
  

P Most merciful Father, 

C we come before You and admit our sinfulness. In our thoughts, words, and actions, we have 
failed to do what Your Word demands. We have not honored You fully with our lives, nor have 
we loved one another as You have first loved us. In the name of our loving Savior Jesus Christ, 
we ask for Your forgiveness. Because our Savior humbled Himself for our sake upon the cross, 
enable us in true humility to receive the remission You promise to Your repentant children. 
Amen. 

P “Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.” God the Father has taken 
your sins and laid them upon our humble Savior Jesus Christ. Because of Christ’s sacrifice, God does 
not count your sins against you. He has taken them away! He remembers them no more! He preserves 
and delivers you as His child forever! As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  

+ WORD + 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray.  O God, our gracious and loving Father, we are Your dependent children. Although we in no 

way deserve Your goodness, You freely offer Your grace to all who turn to You. 

C Grant us faith to trust in Your Son, who humbled Himself for our salvation. 

P We pray this through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 33:7–9 
7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my 
mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and 
you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his 
blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from 
his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.” 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM Psalm 32:1–7; antiphon: v. 1 
P Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

C Blessed is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no 
deceit. 

P For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. 



C For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of 
summer. 

P I acknowledged my sin to You, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to 
the Lord,” and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

C Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to You at a time when You may be found; surely 
in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach Him. 

P You are a hiding place for me; You preserve me from trouble; You surround me with shouts of 
deliverance. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

  

EPISTLE Romans 13:1–10 
1Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and 
those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God 
has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to 
bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his 
approval, 4for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the 
sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 
5Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6For 
the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 
7Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect 
to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.  8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, 
for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, 
You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed 
up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore 
love is the fulfilling of the law. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:1–20 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
1At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2And 
calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and 
become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever humbles himself like this child is 
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  5“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6but 
whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great 
millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.  7“Woe to the world for 
temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation 
comes! 8And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to 
enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9And if your eye 
causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two 
eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.  10“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you 
that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 11For the Son of Man came to 
save the lost. 12What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them has gone astray, does he 
not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 13And if he finds it, 
truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14So it is not the 
will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.  15“If your brother sins against 
you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 



16But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by 
the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses 
to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly, I say to you, whatever 
you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 
19Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my 
Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

844 LORD OF ALL NATIONS, GRANT ME GRACE 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005575 

 

SERMON     “A Hard Pill to Swallow” 

 

CREED   Saturday – Nicene Creed     Sunday – Apostles’ Creed    (Creeds can be found on the screens.)  

 

 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH      
After each petition, please respond with the following: 

P      Lord in your mercy, 

C       hear our prayer. 
 At the end of the prayer: 

C  Amen.  
  

Sunday service please continue with the Lord’s Prayer & Benediction 
 

+ SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. As Your dependent children, we have nothing to offer to make 
ourselves right with You. Yet, in the cleansing blood of Jesus, we receive Your mercy and forgiveness, 
full and free. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 161 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

+ DISTRIBUTION + 



 

622 LORD JESUS CHRIST, YOU HAVE PREPARED sts. 1, 4, 6, 8 
1 Lord Jesus Christ, You have prepared 

    This feast for our salvation; 
It is Your body and Your blood, 
    And at Your invitation 
As weary souls, with sin oppressed, 
We come to You for needed rest, 
    For comfort, and for pardon. 

 

4 We eat this bread and drink this cup, 
    Your precious Word believing 
That Your true body and Your blood 
    Our lips are here receiving. 
This Word remains forever true; 
All things are possible with You, 
    For You are Lord Almighty. 

 

6 Lord, I believe what You have said; 
    Help me when doubts assail me. 
Remember that I am but dust, 
    And let my faith not fail me. 
Your supper in this vale of tears 
Refreshes me and stills my fears 
    And is my priceless treasure. 

 

8 For Your consoling supper, Lord, 
    Be praised throughout all ages! 
Preserve it, for in ev’ry place 
    The world against it rages. 
Grant that this sacrament may be 
A blessèd comfort unto me 
    When living and when dying. 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
P Let us pray.  O God the Father, we thank You for the forgiveness and renewal of life You have given us 

in the precious body and blood of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Because we depend on You for everything, 
grant us Your Holy Spirit that we be sent forth to declare the wonders of our Savior to the world He died 
to save; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

BENEDICTION Psalm 92:1–2; Numbers 6:24–26 
P It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 

C to sing praises to Your name, O Most High; 

P to declare Your steadfast love in the morning, 

C and Your faithfulness by night. 

P The Most High God now sends us out to praise His name and declare His love wherever we go! 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 



  

578 THY STRONG WORD sts. 1, 3, 5–6 
1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 

    At Thy speaking it was done. 
For created light we thank Thee, 
    While Thine ordered seasons run. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia without end! 

 

3 Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; 
    Bright with Thine own holiness, 
Glorious now, we press toward glory, 
    And our lives our hopes confess. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia without end! 

 

5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 
    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 
    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    May the light which Thou dost send 
Fill our songs with alleluias, 
    Alleluias without end! 

 

D 6 God the Father, light-creator, 
    To Thee laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 
    Praise be sung eternally. 
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 
    Glory, glory be to Thee. 
Mortals, angels, now and ever 
    Praise the holy Trinity! 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005575 

 

POSTLUDE     “Largo”     (GF Handel) 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Thank you, Erich Zorr, for serving as our organist this weekend. 
 
 



 
 
 

Congregation at Prayer and Devotions for the Week 

Invocation In the name of the Father, and of the Son T, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Introit (found on front page) 
 

Catechism Review (found on front page) 
 

Meditation: Portals of Prayer, www.lhm.org/dailydevotions, Other 
 

Daily Scripture Readings 
 

Sunday:  2 Kings 4:8-22, 32-37; Ephesians 5:15-33 
Monday:  2 Kings 4:38-5:8; Ephesians 6:1-24 
Tuesday:  2 Kings 5:9-27; Philippians 1:1-20 
Wednesday: 2 Kings 6:1-23; Philippians 1:21-2:11 
Thursday:  2 Kings 9:1-13; 10:18-29; Philippians 2:12-30 
Friday:  2 Chronicles 29:1-24; Philippians 3:1-21 
Saturday:  2 Chronicles 31:1-21; Philippians 4:1-23 
 

In Our Prayers This Week (as of Thursday morning) 
 

Roger, health issues         Al, health issues  
Skip, recovering         Ken, recovering 
Larry, heart issues     Marilyn, recovering 
Becky, back pain     Jean, health issues       
Camilla, 6-year-old with brain cancer  Rottier family, death of a brother   
Jack, ongoing health issues    Denise, addictions    
Beth, health issues     Linda, brain cancer 
Eunice, Health Issues    Ken’s mother 
Kathy’s mother     Jim, Alzheimer’s 
Roger, recovering     Vonna’s mother 
Lois, recovering     Bill, recovery    
Jack, health issues     Sharron’s father 
Sidney, granddaughter of Steinkes with medical issues 
For those in nursing homes, medical professionals, those whose employment is in question, and that the Lord 
would miraculously make all signs of this virus disappear so all may know it is by His merciful hand. For peace and 
humility to dwell in the hearts of the people of our land.  
 

Our Savior Families: Kirk, Roger, Judy, Abel, Tye & family, Mark & Liz, Jon and family, Cindy, Adam 
and family 

 

Hymn of the Week “Lord of all Nations Grant Me Grace” LSB 844 
 

Collect (found on front page) 
 

Apostles’ Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Benediction 
 


