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“Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they will be called children 
of God.” Matthew 5:9
 This year, Sunday School classes have been studying the beatitudes 
and the materials we have been using associate a flower with each beatitude 
to help make learning connections. The flower associated with this beatitude 
is the sunflower. From a distance, sunflower plants look like they have one 
or several large flowers on very long stems, but the flowers are actually 
flower heads consisting of hundreds of smaller 
flowers neatly arranged side by side in a 

cluster. This 
cluster of 
flowers can 
remind us 
of people 

living side by side in peace. 
The flower not only resembles 

the sun, but will follow the sun 
throughout the day. We often see 

play on words with the sunflower as 
“Sonflower,” reminding us to follow the 

“Son,” or Jesus.

This beatitude is about being a peacemaker. 
Jesus wants us to be happy and live in peace. 

Being a peacemaker is not always easy. Jesus 
knew that being a Christian would not be 

easy, but Jesus says that we must try to be 
peacemakers.

You may be wondering how you can be 
a peacemaker when people hate you, do 

mean things to you, or bully you. One thing we can 
do is have peace within ourselves. The Bible says, 
"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ:" (Romans 5:1) 

Beatitude... Continued on Page 3
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Growing People in Christ – to love and serve! This is 
Salem’s tagline, and all that we do in our ministry together 
is working toward growing disciples. With that in mind, 
Salem is committed to effective communication and good 
stewardship practices. With the increased technology and 
access to digital communication and looking to streamline 
our communications and costs, Salem will be moving to a monthly printed Bugle 
newsletter beginning with the June issue. Here are some key points:

 • Monthly printed Bugles will be mailed prior to the beginning of each month.

 • The mailing distribution will remain as it is now, unless people wish to move  
 to digital access only.

 • The monthly Bugle will be accessible throughout the month on the  
 Salem website.

 • The weekly Bugle Blast email newsletter will continue to be sent each week  
 (along with a link at the start of each month for the monthly Bugle).

 • You can sign up for the email Bugle Blast at any time by sending an email  
 to mpeterson@salemofpeoria.com.

 • The Sunday Extra will continue to provide weekly updates to Salem ministry 
opportunities.

 This shift in our communications reflects Salem’s willingness to align ourselves 
with latest communication technologies and practice good stewardship of our 
resources by reducing costs and paper usage. Please be patient as we make this 
transition and know that we do value your feedback as we make this change.

Growing People in Christ...
to Love & Serve!

Pastoral Emergency Number: 
In case of emergency a pastor is 

available at: 309-679-7708

Pastor’s Page

Pastor Elise Rothfusz

Prayer Requests
Please pray for
• The men and women of our  
  armed forces
• Families at Crittenton Center 
• Midwest Food Bank
• Children of Guatemala
• Walt Anderson
• Natalee Arff
• Bob Baker and his family
• Jeff Bastian
• Bob's family
• Bob and Sheryl
• Ursula Coyle
• Stephanie Dammann's grandfather
• The family of Bill Frick
• Grace
• Greg Grebner and his family
• Ron Hipple

• Amy Hoffman
• Jean Huprich and family
• Helen Johnson (mother of  
Joan Creager)
• Jordyn
• Marilyn (friend of Carol Adams)
• Elaine McHugh
• Bill Mettam
• James Moffett
• Dr. Rick O'Connor
• Dave Nixon
• Mary Rothfusz
• Sophie T.
• Tammy going through chemo
• Theresa
• Cindy Turner
• Tyth going through chemo
• Baby Walter
• Jean and Frank Yancick



SUN., APR 22
6th & 7th Grade Worship
8AM & 10:45AM  - Worship

SUN., APR 22: 9:15AM 
Education Hour

SUN., APR 22: 11:45AM 
Women of Salem  
Spring Luncheon

MON., APR 23: 9:30AM
TOPS Meeting

TUES., APR 24: 10AM
Staff Meeting

TUES., APR 24: 6:30PM
Lydia Circle

TUES., APR 24: 7PM
Worship and Music Meeting

WED., APR 25: 8AM
Men's Prayer Breakfast

WED., APR 25: 9:30AM
Quilters

WED., APR 25: 5:30PM
PRIMETIME!

WED., APR 25: 6PM
Breaking Bread

WED., APR 25: 6:30PM
Financial Strategies for Young 
Adults

WED., APR 25: 7PM
Serendipity

THURS., APR 26: 9:30AM
Bible Study

THURS., APR 26: 1:30PM
LHV Worship

THURS., APR 26: 7PM
Sanctuary Choir

SAT., APR 28: 7:30AM
Work Day Breakfast

SAT., APR 28: 8AM
Work Day

SUN., APR 29
8AM & 10:45AM  - Worship

SUN., APR 29: 9:15AM 
Education Hour

SUN., APR 29: 4PM 
Rise Up, O Men

THIS WEEK
When we live for God, we experience the 
peace in knowing that God has everything 
in his hands. We know that Jesus loved us 
so much that he gave his life for us, and 
we can have that same love for others. We 
may not agree with them or believe the 
same things they do, but we can strive to 
understand them and see them through 
God's eyes. When we acknowledge our 
own weaknesses before God we are more 
accepting of other's weaknesses.

 Jesus is our best example of a 
peacemaker. When people called him 
names or accused him, he didn't get angry 
or fight back; instead, he spoke the truth 
calmly so that they had no defense against 
him. When they crucified Jesus on the 
cross, even though he did nothing wrong, he didn't call them names or threaten 
them. He knew that they didn't know what they were doing. Instead he forgave 
them. He said, "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do." Luke 23:34

 Jesus had more to say about being a peacemaker. He said, "You have heard 
that it has been said, that you shall love your neighbor, and hate your enemy. But 
I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may 
be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the 
good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who 
love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 
And if you greet only your own people, what are doing more than others. Do not 
even pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 
(Matthew 5:43-48)

 Dear God, We thank you for loving us and providing a way for us to be at 
peace through Jesus. Help us to love others like you have loved us. Help us to be 
forgiving and respectful of others even when we don't agree with them. Help us to 
see others through your eyes. Amen. (excerpted from daniellesplace.com)

Beatitude... Continued from Page 1
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Mark Your Calendars for
Summer Worship
Salem will continue to worship two services on Sunday until Sunday, May 27. On 
Sunday, May 27, Salem Lutheran Church services changes to a summer worship 
schedule. Sundays at 9am, and Wednesday worship at 6:30pm gives more 
flexibility to summer worship with individuals and families traveling throughout the 
summer. The summer schedule remains in place from Memorial Day weekend 
through Labor Day Weekend. 

DISCIPLESHIP
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How can Salem best meet our ministry needs in 
the twenty-first century? The Facility Design Team 
has been at work on a proposal that responds to 
Salem’s vision for welcome, worship, and growing 
disciples, and invites you to an informational 
meeting on Sunday, May 6 between services in 
the sanctuary. On April 3 the council unanimously 
approved moving a recommendation to the 
congregation on retaining a fundraiser for a capital 
appeal, and a congregational meeting is scheduled 
for Sunday, June 10. Please come and find out more 
about how together we can improve our Salem 
facility to meet our ministry goals.  

WELCOME • GROW • WORSHIP
Together

God's House

DISCIPLESHIP

Spring Work Day, April 28
Thank you for helping to keep our church in great shape! On April 28, fuel 
up with breakfast at 7:30am, work starts at 8am and finishes at noon. Men, 
women, Kappa Chi and other family members are welcome to volunteer. 
Sign-up is available online (www.salemofpeoria.com/spring-work-day). 
 Thank you for your advance sign-up so leaders may organize our tasks for 
the morning.

Pentecost Geraniums Available
We will celebrate the Festival of Pentecost by having a Pentecost Chancel Garden in 
the Sanctuary on Sunday, May 20, 2018. The vibrant, red geranium is our Pentecost 
Flower. Following the services of that day, the geraniums will be planted on the church 
grounds as a reminder to us of the “Gift of the Spirit!”

 If you would like to contribute to the Chancel Garden at Pentecost, and by doing so 
help remind us of this important gift of God, please fill out an order form and place it 
along with your contribution of $3.50 per plant in the offering plate. Forms are located 
in the pews, the Narthex and the Welcome Center. All orders for Pentecost Geraniums 
must be received by Wednesday, May 16. Don’t forget to “wear red” on May 20, 
Pentecost Sunday!

Pentecost Geranium Planting
On Monday, May 21 at 8:30am gardeners are needed to help plant the Pentecost Geraniums. Gardeners please bring their 
own trowels and gloves. Please contact Paula Sydow or Julie Kotewa for more information. Rain date is Tuesday, May 22 at 
8:30am.



Salem’s 2018 Race for the Cure Team: 
Pink Flower Fundraiser
Did you know the Breaking Bread program has hosted a Pink Flower Planting Party the first Wednesday in May for the 
past few years in support of Salem’s Race for the Cure Team and Salem’s community event Pray for the Cure? Cross-
generational volunteers of all ages are welcome to come help plant pink flowers at church Wednesday, May 2, 4pm-6pm. 
Breaking Bread dinner (prize winning, homemade pulled-pork barbeque) begins at 6pm, and will be provided by the 
Swanson and Doty families through a Thrivent Action Team grant. The dinner offering will go toward Salem’s 2018 Race 
for the Cure team. All are welcome!
 You have the opportunity to help with this Race for the Cure fundraiser in many ways. You can help plant flowers 
on May 2 from 4pm-6 pm or come to the dinner that evening. New this year-you can purchase a pink flower in honor or 
memory of someone – or just for the beauty of God’s great creation. Children, youth and families will plant your flower on 
the church grounds with the help of other Salem volunteers during the event on May 2. 

 To order a plant, please complete the form located in your bulletin or see the church office and turn it in by Sunday 
April 29.  Please make checks payable to Salem and add “Pink flower” in the memo line on checks.

15th Annual Pray for the Cure, a Special Evening 
Dedicated to Breast Cancer Survivors, May 10
Salem Lutheran is hosting the annual Pray for the Cure on Thursday, May 10 at 6:30pm. Please join us for this ecumenical 
prayer service enhancing the breast cancer survivor’s spiritual well-being in healing and recovery through special music 
from Women of Vision, reflections and prayer from survivors – Sara Skolaski and Angela Williams, and observations and 
encouragement for survivors – Dr. Marla Anderson, Surgical Oncology, Peoria Surgical Group, Ltd. This prayer service is 
open to all cancer survivors, families, friends, and the general public. Please invite a friend!

Register Today for the Salem Saints!
Join this year's Salem’s Race for the Cure team, the Salem Saints, to support this important cause. There are many ways 
to participate on Salem’s Race for the Cure team. You can sign up to be a Walker (or a Spirit Walker if you can’t be at the 
Race.) Sign up on-line (www.komenmemorial.org – Salem Saints) or at the Welcome Center at church. Donations are 
always welcome and you are encouraged to invite friends to be on Salem’s team, too. 

 On Race Day May 12, there will be a brief prayer service at 6:45am and a brunch at church immediately following the 
Race at 9:30am. You do not have to participate in the Race to attend the prayer service or brunch. 
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SENIOR MINISTRIES

RACE & PRAY FOR THE CURE

Salem Seniors Take a Musical Journey to Rome! 
Immersed yourself in a visual and musical experience of the arts, history, and culture of Rome as the Salem Seniors will take 
the Salem bus to the Peoria Symphony Student Concert on Friday, April 27. The bus will leave Salem at 11am. Cost is $5/ 
ticket and the group will go for lunch after the concert. 
 This year's concert will feature excerpts from Mendelssohn’s Symphony No. 4 “Italian” and Respighi’s Pines of Rome, 
and a performance by the winner of the 2018 Young Artist Competition, Ms. Olivia Bolles. Please sign-up in the Welcome 
Center. Questions? Please contact Joan Creager at 309-231-7724.



Did you know the Breaking Bread program has hosted a PINK FLOWER PLANTING PARTY the first Wednesday in May for 
the past few years in support of Salem’s Race for the Cure Team and Salem’s community event Pray for the Cure? Cross-
generational volunteers of all ages are welcome to come help plant pink flowers at church Wednesday, May 2, 4-6 PM. 
Breaking Bread dinner (prize winning, homemade pulled-pork barbeque) begins at 6 PM and will be provided by the Swanson 
and Doty families through a Thrivent Action Team grant. The dinner offering will go toward Salem’s 2018 Race for the Cure 
team. All are welcome!

 You have the opportunity to help with this Race for the Cure fundraiser in many ways. You can help plant flowers on May 
2nd from 4-6 pm or come to the dinner that evening. New this year-you can purchase a pink flower in honor or memory of 
someone – or just for the beauty of God’s great creation. Children, youth and families will plant your flower on the church 
grounds with the help of other Salem volunteers during the event on May 2nd.

 To order a plant, please complete this form & turn it in to the office by Sunday April 29th, along with your payment of $10. 
Please make checks payable to Salem and add “Pink flower” in the memo line on checks. (This is not to be confused with 
the Pentecost Geraniums. Pentecost geraniums will be red and will be planted after Pentecost. Please see page 4 for more 
details.)

PINK FLOWER ORDER FORM

Please plant a pink flower:

____ In honor of              

____In memory of             

____ For the beauty of God’s creation.

____Other:              

(Please specify)

Given by:       Salem Envelope Number   (Optional)

We will list flower donations in the bulletin on Sunday, May 13, along with the results of Salem’s 2018 Race for the Cure Team 
fundraising campaign. Be sure to stop at the Welcome Center to sign up for Salem’s Race for the Cure team and other ways 
to help.

Salem’s 2018 Race for the 
Cure Team: 

Pink Flower Fundraiser

Tear off and return to the church office or give to an usher during worship.



What Happens at an ELCA Youth Gathering?
-from Deacon Jill Goldhammer 

I was recently asked what a typical day at the ELCA Youth Gathering looks like and that made me think that you all might 
like to hear a little about our schedule. The Gathering officially begins at 7:30pm on Wednesday evening, June 27 with an 
opening celebration called the Mass Gathering at the NRG.  We will arrive at our assigned hotel that afternoon (Hyatt Regency 
Downtown), check-in, and then make our way to the NRG Park on the Metro-Rail.  Our hotel is just three blocks from the Metro 
station and we’ll all get a wristband with free rides for the week as part of our registration.  We will have dinner somewhere 
near the NRG and spend some time enjoying community life activities at the NRG arena before heading across the parking 
lot to the Mass Gathering.  Speakers and bands will highlight the Mass Gathering each evening, including an official welcome 
from Bishop Eaton on Wednesday evening. We will find our way back to the Hyatt by way of the Metro Rail each evening when 
the Mass Gathering ends at 9:30pm.  Trains come every 5 or 6 minutes and it is a 20- minute ride back to downtown. Late night 
debriefing, devotions and reviewing the plan for the next day (and sometimes pizza) occurs each evening before bedtime. 

 Thursday, Friday and Saturday we rotate through three days of activities.  Thursday is our “synod day.”  We will gather with 
the other 400 participants from our synod in a hotel ballroom and experience a variety of activities centered around worship.  
Bishop Roth will preach and preside. Our own Chaplain Karen Norman Rees will assist in worship at our synod day.  We will 
be transported to the NRG mid-afternoon for food trucks, community life and the Mass Gathering. 

 Friday will be our service learning day which starts very early in the morning in an effort to beat the traffic and the heat.  We 
won’t know exactly what we are doing until we meet our servant companion that morning.  Our assigned project might include 
working with a Houston Literacy program, combating food insecurity, gardening or park clean up, learning about Human 
Trafficking efforts, working with children or helping with hurricane relief efforts. 10,000-12,000 Gathering participants will be 
deployed out to various locations throughout Houston each day.  They will know us by our love (and our bright orange ELCA 
work-day T-Shirts!)  By 1pm all groups will be done with their projects and headed to the NRG park for a closing celebration 
and reflection time.   We won’t see our hotel on Friday from 7am until after the Mass Gathering. 

 Saturday is our day at the interaction center.  700,000 square feet (more than 10 football fields) of fun and interactive 
learning with everything from photo booths, arts & crafts projects, large sports areas, zip line, bumper boats, Lutheran College 
exhibits, ELCA service projects and much more.  We can even help build walls for a habitat for humanity house inside the 
Interaction Center.  Saturday ends with the last evening Mass Gathering and our last late night trip back to the hotel.  Sunday 
morning we load up everything and head back to the NRG for one last time. Closing worship is from 9:30am-11:30am with 
Bishop Eaton presiding. Then it’s 15 hours to home! 

 That, in a nutshell is our week at the Gathering, with so much more God has planned for us around this core schedule.  
And remember, we’re doing it all with the more than 30,000 friends we’ll meet along the way!  

COUNTDOWN TO
ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston

73
DAYS
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Due to scheduling error by the Red Cross, Salem's May 21 Blood Drive has been cancelled.  Call the American 
Red Cross at  (800) 733-2767 or go to redcrossblood.org and sign up for another drive. There are several held at 
the Red Cross building as well as in the community. Salem's next Blood drive will be September 17.

WORSHIP & MUSIC MINISTRIES

Where’s Marcia?
Over the next couple of months, Marcia Richardson, our Director of Music Ministry, will be absent from our worship services. 
Marcia and her husband are taking the opportunity to spend a couple months in Europe. Marcia is using vacation time and an 
unpaid extended leave granted by the council from April 17 until June 12, and will be back in worship with us beginning June 
17. Prayers for Marcia and George’s  time away!  

Breaking Bread on Wed., April 25
Spring is a great time to check out Salem's midweek meal - Breaking Bread - on Wednesday evenings at 6pm. 
On Wednesday, April 25 on the menu is a hot dog and hamburger cookout. Young adults please plan to join us 
for dinner at Breaking Bread, and then the Financial Strategies for Young Adults seminar (see the article below 
for more information.)  

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES

MORE THAN MONEY MATTERS
Financial Strategies for Young Adults 

Salem Lutheran Church is pleased to host a Financial Strategies Workshop for Young Adults led by Thrivent Financial 
professionals:  Alex Lamprecht and Liz Mikel on Wednesday, April 25 at 6:30pm. You are invited to join us for our Breaking 
Bread cookout at 6pm, connect with other Salem Young Adults, and stay immediately after dinner for the workshop.  

 The cookout and workshop is provided for free through a Thrivent Action Team Grant. Regg Glawe is grilling the 
hamburgers and hotdogs!  All are welcome, but the target audience for this session is 18-30ish year olds.  Babysitting will be 
provided as needed.  Parents please encourage your young adults to participate.  Who among us doesn’t wish we had given 
more thought to financial wellness in our younger years? Please RSVP at the Welcome Center or online through the Salem 
FB event.

Pizza & PAWS
Wednesday, May 9 is the last Breaking Bread for the spring session. There will be a pizza party, and then families will tie 
fleece blankets for the Peoria Area Welfare Shelter (PAWS). The offering for the Breaking Bread meal will also benefit PAWS. 
PAWS remains an open admission shelter and accepts every animal that comes to the shelter. In 2016, the shelter received 
more than 4,000 domestic and wild animals. While many dogs and cats come to the shelter as strays, nearly 30% are brought 
to us by owners who could no longer keep their pets.

 Send us a picture of your pet (or any pet you know and love) to help us decorate the bulletin board and celebrate PAWS! 
Photographs may be emailed (mpeterson@salemofpeoria.com), posted on FB or brought in on Sunday.



Thank you to the Lydia Circle. It is nice to be remembered.
Thank you,
Fran Riley

Thank you for your recent gift of $360 in support of the ministries of the ELCA through ELCA Good Gifts. With 
generosity and imagination, you have made a gift that will change a life. Through the programs supported by your 
"Good Gifts," you are reaching out with a tangible symbol of Christ's love - a Bible for a young disciple or a textbook 
for an emerging leader, cleaning supplies for a family affected by a disaster, a warm meal at a local soup kitchen, 
a goat or pig to help a family become self-sufficient, a brick that will help build a house of worship.

Thank you for equipping others to live lives of abundance and witnessing to the healing and hope we share in 
Christ Jesus. your generosity is making a difference!

In God's grace,
Christina Jackson-Skelton, 

Executive Director, Mission Advancement

Thank You's
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OUTREACH MINISTRIES

DISCIPLESHIP

Fill the Jar for Thomas Jefferson School
There have been many stories in the news lately about teachers lacking resources and having to 
use their own finances to provide supplies for their classrooms. With just a little extra effort, you 
can help be part of the solution! Our adopt-a-school partner, Thomas Jefferson, collects box tops. 
The money earned from these box tops can be used for educational resources, playground equipment, etc. Make 
sure to look for the box top symbol before throwing away boxes on many brands of grocery products. Simply cut out the box 
top from the product packaging, bring it to Salem, and place it in the Box Top collection jar which is on the donation shelf in the 
Welcome Center. While we are often inundated with financial requests, we all have an opportunity to support the teachers at 
Thomas Jefferson by taking a little extra time out of our day to cut out box tops and bring them to Salem. Our goal is to fill the 
jar by May 18. The Outreach Ministry Team thanks you for your support!

Pen Pal Letters
Pick up your last pen pal letter of the year in the Welcome Center. Please submit tour return reply to the Thomas Jefferson 
mailbox no later than Sunday, May 6.  Save the date for a "Meet & Greet" with your Thomas Jefferson Pen Pal on Friday, May 
18. More information to come!

Ushers, Worship Assistants Needed for Worship
Have you been wanting to find a way to serve at Salem but you aren't sure how? Salem is currently seeking new ushers, 
assisting ministers, and Communion assistants! If you might like to try serving in one of these roles, but you aren't sure, come 
to an information and training session and find out more. All current worship assistants are strongly encouraged to come to 
the training sessions for a refresher and advice for new participants.

 April 22: 9:30am, Communion Assistant Training
 April 22: 10am, Assisting Minister Training
 April 29: 9:30am, Emergency Action Plan information session
 April 29: 10am, Usher Training



The Bugle
USPS 477-460

1700 W. War Memorial Dr. • Peoria, IL 61614-6724

OPEN SPOTS ARE LIMITED; CALL 688-9212 TO SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR!

For more than 40 years, Salem Lutheran 
Preschool has prepared children for 
kindergarten in a fun and loving learning 
environment.

Salem Lutheran Preschool fosters life-long learners 
while helping each child grow physically, emotionally, 
intellectually, socially and spiritually.

Come see why we have a long-standing local reputation  
for excellence!




