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Springtime... time to think about planting flowers and the Women of 
Salem Spring Luncheon. This year’s luncheon will be a salad potluck 
with a program about what, when and how to plant your springtime 
flowers. 

 The program will be a presentation by Master Gardener, Lee 
Maki (Kim Ascherl’s father). The luncheon will be on Sunday, April 22 
following second service.

 Women are invited to bring a salad to share (but not necessary 
to bring a salad to attend); when you sign-up at the Welcome Center, 
please indicate on the sign-up sheet if you will be bringing one. 
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WOMEN OF SALEM

Spring Work 
Day, April 28
Thank you for helping to keep 
our church in great shape! On 
April 28, fuel up with breakfast 
at 7:30am, work starts at 

8am and finishes at noon. Men, women, Kappa Chi and other family 
members are welcome to volunteer. Sign-up is available online (www.
salemofpeoria.com/spring-work-day) or preference cards will be 
available in your bulletin on April 8.  Thank you for your advance sign-
up so leaders may organize our tasks for the morning.
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Do you remember the seven faith practices? I'd like 
to highlight two of them this week: worship and serve. 
Worship is the primary activity of God's people. In 
worship we receive God's Word and Sacraments, we 
pray and we praise. In worship we are welcoming all 
people into a relationship with Christ. Disciples are 
expected to worship regularly.

 Serving takes on many forms, and if you are looking for a way to serve, 
perhaps you will consider serving in our worship services! People's time 
and availability is always in flux in a congregation. Currently at Salem we 
could use some additional ushers, Communion assistants, and assisting 
ministers. While each of these roles does require some instruction, they are 
open to anyone. If you are interested please join us for the training sessions 
listed on the next page of this Bugle.

Worship & Serve

Congregational Council 
Update

Pastoral Emergency Number: 
In case of emergency a pastor is 

available at: 309-679-7708

Pastor’s Page

Pastor Elise Rothfusz

The Salem council met for its monthly meeting on  
April 3. Some items for the congregation to be aware of:

 The annual budget adopted by the congregation had 
an allocation for a part time associate pastor to assist 
Pastor Elise.  With nearly a third of the congregations in 
Central/Southern Synod utilizing interim pastors, it has 
become apparent that such an individual is not available and at this time the 
council is not pursuing this option. Thank you to Deacon Jill Goldhammer 
for preaching occasionally and providing additional Faith for Life teaching 
support, and thank you to Pastor John Sipf for his services preaching and 
teaching Faith for Life.

 The council is nearing completion of the Ministry Site Profile (MSP) and 
will submit the final version to the ELCA database in April. The council has 
spent significant time on this document as it will be the first introduction to 
Salem for pastoral candidates who are invited to consider serving Salem.
The MSP gives a picture of who Salem is and what we hope for the next 
senior pastor. 

 This month the council is prayerfully considering a list of potential call 
committee candidates whose names have been lifted up. The expectation is 
that the call committee will be in place in early May.

 The council thanks you for your prayers, support, and patience through 
this time of transition. We also thank Pastor Elise for her leadership and hard 
work as our Interim Senior Pastor. (Approved minutes of council meetings 
are posted on the bulletin board outside the office.)

Regg Glawe, 
Council President



SUN., APR 15
8AM & 10:45AM  - Worship

SUN., APR 15: 9:15AM 
Education Hour

SUN., APR 15: 9:15AM 
6th-7th Grade Worship Practice

MON., APR 16: 9:30AM
TOPS Meeting

MON., APR 16: 7PM
Salem Churchmen Meeting

TUES., APR 17: 10AM
Staff Meeting

TUES., APR 17: 7PM
Property and Finance Meeting

WED., APR 18: 8AM
Men's Prayer Breakfast

WED., APR 18: 9:30AM
Quilters

WED., APR 18: 5PM
Women of Salem Board Meeting

WED., APR 18: 5:30PM
PRIMETIME!

WED., APR 18: 6PM
Breaking Bread

WED., APR 18: 6:30PM
Faith for Life / Kappa Chi

WED., APR 18: 7PM
Serendipity

THURS., APR 19: 9:30AM
Bible Study

THURS., APR 19: 1PM
Children, Youth and Family Mtg

THURS., APR 19: 7PM
Sanctuary Choir

FRI., APR 20: 8AM
Lifeline Screenings

FRI., APR 20: 6PM
Game Night

SUN., APR 22
6th & 7th Grade Worship
8AM & 10:45AM  - Worship

SUN., APR 22: 9:15AM 
Education Hour

SUN., APR 22: 11:45AM 
Women of Salem  
Spring Luncheon

THIS WEEK
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DISCIPLESHIP

Ushers, Worship Assistants 
Needed for Worship
Have you been wanting to find a way to serve at Salem but you aren't sure how? 
Salem is currently seeking new ushers, assisting ministers, and Communion 
assistants! If you might like to try serving in one of these roles, but you aren't sure, 
come to an information and training session and find out more. All current worship 
assistants are strongly encouraged to come to the training sessions for a refresher 
and advice for new participants.

April 22: 9:30am, Communion Assistant Training
April 22: 10am, Assisting Minister Training
April 29: 9:30am, Emergency Action Plan information session
April 29: 10am, Usher Training

Emergency Action Plan 
A few years ago, Salem adopted an Emergency Action Plan (EAP). As it is 
spring and weather brings potential new challenges, we want take some time to 
review our plan so that more people are aware of how to proceed in the event 
of an emergency. Salem's EAP covers important information from fires, tornado 
sheltering to active shooter situations. You are invited to come to a review of the 
Emergency Action Plan on Sunday, April 29 in the sanctuary at 9:30am. This is 
especially important for anyone serving in leadership roles, including ushers and 
worship assistants. Anyone is welcome to view a copy of the plan in the church 
office.

Forgotten Items in the Kitchen
If you have generously provided a meal and have not picked up your dish please 
retrieve it from the kitchen. Thank you! Unclaimed items in the kitchen will be donated 
to the Church Mouse after April 15.

Pen Pal Letters
Pick up your last pen pal letter of the year on Sunday, April 15. Please submit tour 
return reply to the Thomas Jefferson mailbox no later than Sunday, May 6. 

 Save the date for a "Meet & Greet" with your Thomas Jefferson Pen Pal 
on Friday, May 18. More information to come!



COUNTDOWN TO
ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston

73
DAYS

We (along with over 32,000 others) are approximately 11 weeks from departure for the ELCA 
Youth Gathering in Houston. If you have not already done so, please take a look at the 
bulletin board near the Welcome Center on the first floor at church. Pictures 
of the 16 student participants from Salem are up, along with a brief comment 
from each of them about what they hope to experience at the Gathering.  In future 
weeks, we will use this space to engage the Salem congregation in the experience as much as possible. We are so grateful 
for Salem’s support for this experience and we covet your encouragement and prayers as we continue to prepare. 

 Here are a few thoughts young people from all over had this to say following the 2015 Youth Gathering in Detroit:    

Breaking Bread on Wed., April 18
Spring is a great time to check out Salem's midweek meal - Breaking Bread - on Wednesday evenings at 6pm. 
On Wednesday, April 18 on the menu is soup and subs.

 The dinner offering at Breaking Bread on Wednesday, April 18 will go to Pastor Bill Dohle and his family in 
response to a house fire that occurred at their home on March 26, 2018. Pastor Dohle is the pastor at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church, 1427 W. Lake Avenue, and the fire was at the church parsonage.  As a result of the fire, smoke 
and water damage, the family lost a great deal of their possessions and they are currently displaced as extensive 
repairs are made on the home.  The Dohle’s have four children and have served at St Paul since 2011. 

 Salem members who wish to contribute but are not able to attend Breaking Bread may make checks payable 
to Salem on Sundays, April 15 or 22, and include them in the offering plate. Please be sure to write "house fire" 
in the memo line. 

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES
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“The magnitude and just the sheer volume of people… it’s just an incredible 
experience that, really, I don’t know where I or anyone else could get that experience 
anywhere else.” 

“I really did see God in new ways… when you’re with 30,000 people, it’s pretty 
powerful.”

“Simultaneously challenged your faith & reassured your faith.” 

“One of the absolute best experiences of my life. Basically, a week-long God party 
with 30,000 of my closest friends? Yes, please.” 

“It was very inspirational. I had the opportunity to meet new people who shared my 
love for Christ. I had the opportunity to serve others.”

“My youth gathering experience was the best and most inspiring thing ever. I can't 

wait to get to Texas.” 

-What will our Salem participants have to say after Houston? Stay tuned!



FELLOWSHIP
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Last Chance for "Rise Up, O Men" Tickets
Anyone interested in attending the April 29 Rock Island Circa 21 Dinner Playhouse production of “Rise Up, O Men” MUST 
pay for their ticket by Sunday, April 15. This is a firm deadline as Salem needs to make the final payment on Monday, April 16.

 If you did not sign up in advance, there are still seats available. You can indicate if you prefer or need to ride in the bus, 
need a ride to and from your home to Salem, or if you would be willing to provide a carpool.

 The buffet starts at 4pm followed by a 5:15pm pre-show, and 5:45pm show. The group rate of $47.75 includes the five 
entrée buffet, show, tax, and gratuity. Ages 4-10 are $28.50 and ages 11-18 are $29.50. Salem will sit at tables of 2-6 in close 
proximity.

 Kris Griffith will be at the Welcome Center between services on April 15 to collect payment. Please make checks payable 
to “Salem Lutheran Church” with “Rise Up, O Men” in the memo line. Tickets, table assignments, and transportation details 
will be available on April 22.

 Questions? Contact Kris Griffith at 309-370-2336 or griffdk@comcast.net.

All Ages Game Night, April 20
Sign-up for an intergenerational game night on Friday, April 20 from 6pm-8pm at the Welcome 
Center so we know how many to expect to this free fellowship event.

Mark Your Calendars for
Summer Worship
Salem will continue to worship two services on Sunday until Sunday, May 27. On Sunday, 
May 27, Salem Lutheran Church services changes to a summer worship schedule. 
Sundays at 9am, and Wednesday worship at 6:30pm gives more flexibility to summer 
worship with individuals and families traveling throughout the summer. The summer 
schedule remains in place from Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day Weekend. 

SENIOR MINISTRIES
Salem Seniors Take a Musical Journey to Rome! 
Immersed yourself in a visual and musical experience of the arts, history, and 
culture of Rome as the Salem Seniors will take the Salem bus to the Peoria 
Symphony Student Concert on Friday, April 27. The bus will leave Salem at 11am. 
Cost is $5/ ticket and the group will go for lunch after the concert. 
 This year's concert will feature excerpts from Mendelssohn’s Symphony 
No. 4 “Italian” and Respighi’s Pines of Rome, and a performance by the winner of 
the 2018 Young Artist Competition, Ms. Olivia Bolles. Questions? Please contact 
Joan Creager at 309-231-7724.

DISCIPLESHIP



From the Parish Nurse
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Life Line Screening will be at Salem Lutheran Church on Friday, April 20, 2018 offering five 
safe, painless, non-invasive preventive health screenings that are typically not a part of a routine 
physical. Appointments are limited (and will be open to public soon), so please sign up now by 
calling 1-800-640-6307 and receive a $10 discount off the package or text the word circle to 
797979 or visit Life Line Screening’s website at www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle. 
Registration must be made in advance online. 

 Complete Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening for $149 ($139 with 
the special discount). Speak with the LLSA representative for more package options. All five screenings take 60-90 
minutes to complete. Please contact Lori Reimer if you have any questions.

15th Annual Pray for the Cure, a Special Evening 
Dedicated to Breast Cancer Survivors, May 10
Salem Lutheran is hosting the annual Pray for the Cure on Thursday, May 10 at 6:30pm. Please join us for this ecumenical 
prayer service enhancing the breast cancer survivor’s spiritual well-being in healing and recovery through special music 
from Women of Vision, reflections and prayer from survivors – Sara Skolaski and Angela Williams, and observations and 
encouragement for survivors – Dr. Marla Anderson, Surgical Oncology, Peoria Surgical Group, Ltd. This prayer service is open 
to all cancer survivors, families, friends, and the general public. Please invite a friend!

Reaching for Wholeness: Church Women United 
2018 May Friendship Day
The Church Women United May Friendship Day Celebration is May 4 at 9am at Ward Chapel A.M.E. Church, 511 N. Richard 
Allen Drive. The theme for the year's celebration is "Reaching for Wholeness". May Friendship Day's theme is "In Gratitude 
for God's Presence", and the focus is childhood hunger.

 A brunch will be served and reservations are needed. A donation of $5 per person is expected. Please call in your 
reservations by Friday, April 27 to Kathy Simpson at 688-5237. Two offerings will be collected during the worship service. The 
first offering is for the Fellowship of the Least Coin. Women are encouraged to bring their least coins to the meeting. This 
offering goes to the national Church Women United office, which is the national collector for the international Fellowship of the 
Least Coin. The second offering is the only one that stays in our local treasury. We send one-half of it to the state CWU, and 
one-half remains with the local CWU. 

 There is an interesting and meaningful worship service planned, and hope that you will be able to the Church Women 
United on May 4.

Share a Prayer Shawl
Prayers shawls that have been hand made by Salem disciples are available for you to deliver to friends, family or neighbors 
in times of grief, crisis, or any need. Please stop by the church office or talk to Pastor Elise or Lori Reimer if you would like to 
pick one up.

DISCIPLESHIP

Lori Reimer, RN



I am writing on behalf of my mother, Lillian Ries.  She just wants to say "thank you" from the bottom of her heart 
for all the wonderful cards and treats that are sent to her at various times throughout the year.  It means the world 
to her to hear from so many people at her home church. I look forward to opening the package with her as she 
reminisces about her time in Peoria at Salem.  She has been at the Lutheran Home in Arlington Heights for 7 years 
and has had the best of care.

Thank you again and a special thanks to our cousin, Nadine Willems, who faithfully mails the package to my mother!
Most Sincerely,

Nancy Ries Kontney

Thank you for the beautiful Easter flower and to Marty and Nadine for delivering it. Thank you, too, for the Easter 
blessings card from Lydia Circle. 

Warmest thanks,
Ruth Landes

Thank you for the pretty Easter flowers.
Thank you,
Fran Riley

Thank You's

The Bugle • Salem Lutheran Church   7

Prayer Requests
Please pray for
• The men and women of our  
  armed forces
• Families at Crittenton Center 
• Midwest Food Bank
• Children of Guatemala
• Walt Anderson
• Natalee Arff
• Bob Baker and his family
• Bob's family
• Bob and Sheryl

• Brianna
• Ursula Coyle
• Stephanie Dammann's grandfather
• The family of Bill Frick
• Ron Hipple
• Amy Hoffman
• Jean Huprich and family
• Helen Johnson (mother of  
Joan Creager)
• Jordyn
• Terri Knutson and family with the 
death of her mother, Marge Gray

• Marilyn (friend of Carol Adams)
• Bill Mettam
• Dr. Rick O'Connor
• Dave Nixon
• Mary Rothfusz
• Sophie T.
• Tammy going through chemo
• Cindy Turner
• Tim
• Tyth going through chemo
• Baby Walter
• Jean and Frank Yancick

Thrivent Shirts Available
There are free Thrivent shirts sorted by size available on the third floor. There are several different colors. Head to the third 
floor near the quilting area, and take one or several! 

Spring Yard Clean-ups 
The Illinois Valley Fuller Center for Housing is offering FREE spring yard clean-ups for Veterans and widows of Veterans. 
Volunteers will provide a maximum of two hours of service on April 21, weather permitting. To sign up for this service, call 
309-363-3737.
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MORE THAN MONEY MATTERS
Financial Strategies for Young Adults, 

Wednesday, April 25 from 6:30pm-8pm
Salem Lutheran Church is pleased to host a Financial Strategies Workshop for Young Adults 
led by Thrivent Financial professionals:  Alex Lamprecht and Liz Mikel on Wednesday, April 25 
at 6:30pm. You are invited to join us for our Breaking Bread cookout at 6pm, connect with other 
Salem Young Adults, and stay immediately after dinner for the workshop.  

 The cookout and workshop is provided for free through a Thrivent Action Team Grant. Regg 
Glawe is grilling the hamburgers and hotdogs!  All are welcome, but the target audience for this 
session is 18-30ish year olds.  Babysitting will be provided as needed.  Parents please encourage 
your young adults to participate.  Who among us doesn’t wish we had given more thought to 
financial wellness in our younger years? Please RSVP at the Welcome Center or online through 
the Salem FB event.


