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Salem is beginning a new season of involvement with the Crittenton 
Centers’ Community  Garden. Over the years, Salem has been a 
committed partner in the planning and implementation of the garden, and 
helpful hands have planted, tended, and harvested delicious produce 
that has served the families and staff at Crittenton as well as the feeding 
ministry work at Bethel United.

 This year, Crittenton 
continues to build 
awareness of the 
garden with the families 
it serves. As our society 
over the decades has 
moved further away from 
an agrarian lifestyle, 
fewer people are in 
touch with the growing 
process of our food. Research has indicated that especially for children, 
those who participate in the planting and nurturing of produce are more 
likely to eat these healthy fruits and vegetables when they are presented 
at a meal. Salem is excited to be part of this educational process. While 
the children served at Crittenton are young (1 year – preschool), it is not 
too early to expose them to concepts about soil, seeds, plants, etc. We 
are looking forward to this experience in the garden benefitting the whole 
family as well. On March 18th and 19th this education began with help 
from a few Salem volunteers. Containers with collard and tomato seeds 
were planted and placed in each classroom. Classes will work to tend the 
seeds and hopefully see great results they can transplant to the garden 
in May. The next day, seed packets containing seeds, soil, container, 
and instructions were provided to each family to try their hand at planting 
at home. These seedlings too can be brought back to the garden for 
transplant into the raised beds. Salem is pleased to help provide ways 

A N E W  S E A S O N  AT  T H E

Crittenton Garden

... Crittenton Garden continued on page 3
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Perhaps gratitude isn’t the first thing that comes to mind for 
most people at Easter, but two days after Easter, gratitude 
is very much on my mind as we have come through the 
season of Lent and Holy Week.

 I am deeply grateful for the many people here at Salem 
who offered their time and their gifts to make our worship 
services throughout Lent and Holy Week meaningful. First 
of all, to Marcia Richardson for her accompaniment of our 
worship services on organ and piano, and her thoughtful placement of appropriate 
music; to Aaron Ganshow, the Sanctuary Choir and Sanctuary Bells; and to 
Jason Brinkman for his leadership of the third Sunday praise band. Preaching 
on Sundays were Deacon Jill Goldhammer and Rev. John Sipf; dramatists at our 
Wednesday services: Deacon Jill Goldhammer, Meghan Peterson, Leah Grebner, 
Christine Steele, and Sarah Gonzales. Thank you also to Mary Gibson, Dave and 
Paula Sydow, Kirsten Kelly, and Norma Hartman for their assistance in planning 
and executing Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter worship services. And thank 
you to everyone who serves as ushers, lectors, communion assistants, assisting 
ministers, altar guild, bread bakers, crucifers and acolytes, who make every 
worship go so much more smoothly week after week!

 Being part of a church is about community and each one offering their gifts 
together to make the experience of worship welcoming and meaningful. Thank 
you for your presence in worship and the welcome you extend to one another! 
Your presence is felt not just by me, but all those whom you encounter when 
we gather together. I offer your God’s richest blessings as you celebrate the gift 
Christ’s resurrection, which offers us boundless hope and possibility in our ministry 
and future together.

Gratitude!

Pastoral Emergency Number: 
In case of emergency a pastor is 

available at: 309-679-7708

Pastor’s Page

Pastor Elise Rothfusz

Prayer Requests
Please pray for
• The men and women of our  
  armed forces
• Families at Crittenton Center 
• Midwest Food Bank
• Children of Guatemala
• Walt Anderson
• Natalee Arff
• Bob Baker and his family
• Bob's family
• Bob and Sheryl
• Brianna
• Ursula Coyle
• Stephanie Dammann's grandfather
• Pastor Wm. Dohle, his family, and 
the congregation of St. Paul Lutheran
• The family of Keith Grimm

• Ron Hipple
• Amy Hoffman
• Jean Huprich and family
• Jill
• Helen Johnson (mother of  
Joan Creager)
• Terri Knutson and family with the 
death of her mother, Marge Gray
• Marilyn (friend of Carol Adams)
• Bill Mettam
• Dr. Rick O'Connor
• Dave Nixon
• Mary Rothfusz
• Sophie T.
• Cindy Turner
• Tim
• Tyth going through chemo
• Baby Walter
• Jean and Frank Yancick



SUN., APR 8
Fair Trade Sunday
8AM & 10:45AM  - Worship

SUN., APR 8: 9:15AM 
Education Hour

MON., APR 9: 9:30AM
TOPS Meeting

TUES., APR 10: 9:30AM
Anna/Esther Circle

TUES., APR 10: 7PM
Outreach Meeting

TUES., APR 10: 7:30PM
Education Meeting

WED., APR 11: 8AM
Men's Prayer Breakfast

WED., APR 11: 9:30AM
Quilters

WED., APR 11: 5:30PM
PRIMETIME!

WED., APR 11: 6PM
Breaking Bread

WED., APR 11: 6:30PM
Praise Band

WED., APR 11: 6:30PM
Faith for Life / Kappa Chi

WED., APR 11: 7PM
Serendipity

THURS., APR 12: 6:45AM
Endowment Committee

THURS., APR 12: 9:30AM
Bible Study

THURS., APR 12: 7PM
Sanctuary Choir

SUN., APR 15
8AM & 10:45AM  - Worship

SUN., APR 8: 9:15AM 
Education Hour

SUN., APR 8: 9:15AM 
6th-7th Grade Worship 
Practice

THIS WEEK
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DISCIPLESHIP

OUTREACH MINISTRIES

Spring Work Day, April 28
Thank you for helping to keep our church in great shape! On April 28, fuel up with 
breakfast at 7:30am, work starts at 8am and finishes at noon. Men, women, Kappa 
Chi and other family members are welcome to volunteer. Sign-up is available 
online (www.salemofpeoria.com/spring-work-day) or preference cards will 
be available in your bulletin on April 8.  Thank you for your advance sign-up so 
leaders may organize our tasks for the morning.

Women Of Salem 
Spring Luncheon
Springtime... time to think about planting flowers 
and the Women of Salem Spring Luncheon. This 
year’s luncheon will be a salad potluck with a 
program about what, when and how to plant your 
springtime flowers. Women are invited to bring a 
salad to share (but not necessary to bring a salad 

to attend); please indicate on the sign-up sheet if you will be bringing one. The 
program will be a presentation by Master Gardener, Lee Maki (Kim Ascherl’s 
father). The luncheon will be on Sunday, April 22 following second service, and 
please sign-up at the Welcome Center.

Forgotten Items in the Kitchen
If you have generously provided a meal and have not picked up your dish please 
retrieve it from the kitchen. Thank you! Unclaimed items in the kitchen will be donated 
to the Church Mouse after April 15.

Spring
LUNCHEON

families can be involved in the garden experience. There will be more volunteer 
opportunities for Salem members as the garden season progresses. Please stay 
tuned to the Bugle for more information on ways you can help be involved in this 
outreach ministry program.

... Crittenton Garden continued on page 3

Fair Trade Sunday, April 8
Come and stock up on your favorite coffees, teas, cocoa, candy and nuts. We are 
now carrying Chai tea as well. Please visit us in the Gallery between services and 
help our mission to aid small farmers and cooperatives around the globe.

Pen Pal Letters
Pick up your last pen pal letter of the year on Sunday, April 15.



Breaking Bread on Wednesdays
Spring is a great time to check out Salem's midweek meal - Breaking Bread - on Wednesday evenings at 6pm. 
There are only five sessions before wee break for summer, and we would love to see you there!

Wed., April 11 
Menu: Fried Chicken and Fix'ins

Wed., April 18
Menu: Soup and Subs

Wed., April 25
Menu: Hot Dog and Hamburger Cookout

Wed., May 2
Menu: Prize Winning Pork Barbeque

Wed., May 9
Closing Pizza Party at Church followed by Bowling

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES
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COUNTDOWN TO
ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston

80
DAYS

Salem Youth 
Receive First 
Communion
On Maundy Thursday (March 29) eight 
of Salem’s younger members received 
their First Communion. We celebrate 
with the following students, and their 
families, on this important milestone: 
Audrey Aprahamian, Liam Cochran, 
Ellen Forkell, Isaac Hartman, Jaxon 
Howard, Emily Peterson, Tate Sansale, 
and Julia Wallstedt.



FELLOWSHIP
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"Rise Up, O Men" Ticket Payment
Anyone interested in attending the April 29 Rock Island Circa 21 Dinner Playhouse 
production of “Rise Up, O Men” MUST pay for their ticket by Sunday, April 15. 
This is a firm deadline as Salem needs to make the final payment on Monday, April 
16.

 If you did not sign up in advance, there are still seats available. You can 
indicate if you prefer or need to ride in the bus, need a ride to and from your home 
to Salem, or if you would be willing to provide a carpool.

 The buffet starts at 4pm followed by a 5:15pm pre-show, and 5:45pm show. 
The group rate of $47.75 includes the five entrée buffet, show, tax, and gratuity.  

Ages 4-10 are $28.50 and ages 11-18 are $29.50. Salem will sit at tables of 2-6 in close proximity.

 Kris Griffith will be at the Welcome Center between services this Sunday and on April 15 to collect payment. Please 
make checks payable to “Salem Lutheran Church” with “Rise Up, O Men” in the memo line. Tickets, table assignments, and 
transportation details will be available on April 22.

 Questions? Contact Kris Griffith at 309-370-2336 or griffdk@comcast.net.

Game Night, April 20
Save the date for a fun, intergenerational game night on Friday, April 20 from 6pm-8pm. Sign-up 
at the Welcome Center so we know how many to expect to this free fellowship event.

Through Heavy Snow and Slush...
Not only the postal carriers go through this, so did 17(!!!) disciples of Salem on Saturday, March 24 when they served with 
Loaves & Fish at First United Methodist Church in downtown Peoria.

 Many thanks go out to: Tim Hickey and son Caiden; Heather Arnold and son Henry; Chuck Aprahamian and son Carter; the 
entire Salverson family: Brent and Sandra, Quinn, Brenna, Levi and Ava; Susan Ross; Dave and Kris Griffith; Leo Vandervlugt 
and daughter Nicole.

 We served 250 hot meals and helped guests take home bags of dry goods. It is a humbling experience, especially when 
you see people go out in the snow again, and not knowing where they go next.  All the while knowing that we have a warm 
home waiting for us. Look here in the Bugle for future opportunities to serve again in this great ministry.

Midwest Food Bank
Thank you to the volunteers who attended the Wednesday, March 28, Midwest 
Food Bank service day.

 Please mark your calendars for the next Midwest Food Bank volunteer 
opportunity on Wednesday, May 30.

OUTREACH MINISTRIES
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My appreciation to Dick and Helene Peterson for bringing me a lovely plant on Easter Sunday from Salem friends. 
It is so nice to be remembered. Thank you for caring.

Sincerely, 
Bea Kent

Thanks to Nadine and Marty for delivering the beautiful flower to Walt at the healthcare center at Snyder Village. 
Thanks, also to the donor. It brightens up his room as he recovers from hip surgery.

Blessings, 
Walt & Joy Anderson

Thank you to Helene Peterson for visiting with me on Easter Sunday and bringing a lovely blooming plant on Easter.
Thank you, 

Marge Gramm

Thank Yous
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MORE THAN MONEY MATTERS
Financial Strategies for Young Adults, 

Wednesday, April 25 from 6:30pm-8pm
Salem Lutheran Church is pleased to host a Financial Strategies Workshop for Young Adults led by Thrivent Financial 
professionals:  Alex Lamprecht and Liz Mikel on Wednesday, April 25 at 6:30pm. You are invited to join us for our Breaking 
Bread cookout at 6pm, connect with other Salem Young Adults, and stay immediately after dinner for the workshop.  

 The cookout and workshop is provided for free through a Thrivent Action Team Grant. Regg Glawe is grilling the hamburgers 
and hotdogs!  All are welcome, but the target audience for this session is 18-30ish year olds.  Babysitting will be provided as 
needed.  Parents please encourage your young adults to participate.  Who among us doesn’t wish we had given more thought 
to financial wellness in our younger years? Please RSVP at the Welcome Center or online through the Salem FB event.

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

FROM THE PARISH NURSE
Life Line Screening will be at Salem Lutheran Church on Friday, April 20, 2018 offering five safe, painless, non-invasive 
preventive health screenings that are typically not a part of a routine physical. Appointments are limited (and will be open to 
public soon), so please sign up now by calling 1-800-640-6307 and receive a $10 discount off the package or text the word 
circle to 797979 or visit Life Line Screening’s website at www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle. Registration must be 
made in advance online. 

 Complete Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening for $149 ($139 with the special 
discount). Speak with the LLSA representative for more package options. All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete. 
Please contact Lori Reimer if you have any questions.
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Easter at 
Salem
Children from preschool age through 
fifth grade participated in an indoor 
Easter Egg Hunt (because of 
the weather!) on Easter Sunday 
immediately following the 9:30am 
worship service. 

 See more photos from Easter 
Sunday on page 6! 


