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“Blessed are the pure in 
heart for they will see God.”
                              -Matthew 5:8    

Worship With Us!
Sundays

8:00am and 10:45am

Education Hour
9:15am

nursery provided

www.salemofpeoria.com

All year Sunday School has been 
studying the Beatitudes, and with 
this study we have examined different 
flowers that might help us think about the 
beatitudes in a different manner. The Easter lily 
comes to mind when contemplating this beatitude. 
White Easter Lilies symbolize purity and new life. They 
remind us of how Jesus gave up his life so that we 
might be purified and have eternal life. When we ask 

God for forgiveness he forgives us and wipes our sins 
away. The season of Easter proclaims the good news of 
God's presence with us. Jesus has died for our sins and 

is the risen Lord! Good news for us! Our response to that 
proclamation, our recognition of God's life and work here 
and now, is more than going through the motions of church. 

Jesus calls us to a whole new life in God.

 The Beatitudes were taught at the very beginning of 
Jesus’ ministry. There are many lessons where we hear Jesus 

say --"You have heard that it was said..." followed by "But I 
say to you..." -- as contrasting, or even replacing, prior Jewish 

... Beatitude continued on page 3
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Certain times of the year are just a bit 
overwhelming, don’t you think? I have 
spent over 25 years planning Easter 
breakfasts and Easter Egg Hunts with 
church youth groups on Easter weekend. 
At Salem, add twelve years of helping 
plan the Way of the Cross activities on 
Good Friday, dinner and a rehearsal 
for junior high students on Wednesday 
evening; and a Maundy Thursday 
celebration of First Communion with 
young people and their families and it makes for a very busy week. Then, there 
is always the scramble to see who will be here to help with and experience the 
activities or whose spring break has landed at a time that will cause them to miss 
it all with the start or end of a big trip…

 But, church leaders aren’t the only ones overwhelmed at Easter or any other 
time of the year. Working and living in this age isn’t easy. Computers, cell phones, 
constant on-line access, multiple options for how we spend our time, unlimited 
distractions, constant demands on our time seem to leave us more stressed, 
unhappy and overwhelmed than at any time in the past. Things are so different 
now that we have such rapid mass media. In Biblical times (or even when our 
grandparents were young) it used to be that if we heard about something bad, 
there was a chance we could do something about it, because we primarily heard 
local news. But now we instantly hear about everything bad that happens from all 
corners of the world. And, even good things can be overwhelming when we get 
caught up in a pace we can’t possible keep up with.

 I believe the Church can do a lot to support people in this sometimes 
overwhelming world in which we live in. What would happen if we “overwhelmed” 
each other and the world with these three things:

 Community: We can’t out-Disney Disney (and shouldn’t try), however, no one 
should be able to out-community the local church. God is in the people business. 
The world is desperate for authentic community. Churches must nurture authentic 
community and share it! Who do you know who needs to hear your story and be 
invited to share theirs? Who do you know who needs to be invited to know Christ 
and a faith community?

 Intentionality: When we intentionally invite, welcome and nurture relationships 
with each other, with Christ, and with all who enter our doors, we are living out 
Christ’s mission for our lives and making the world a better place. When we 
intentionally share the good news, we are living out Christ’s mission for the world.

 Grace: We are living in times where real grace is hard to come by. Depending 
on the issue, our culture does not easily extend grace. We often do not even 
extend grace to ourselves! Let us remind each other Jesus has overwhelmed 
the grave. The truth and hope of Easter is because Jesus “buried death” we are 
overwhelmed by His grace and that truly does change everything. Grace has the 
ability to produce real miracles in people’s lives.

 How will the Salem family overwhelm each other and the world with community, 
intentionality and God’s Grace this Easter season and always? 

Be a Bit Overwhelmed!

Pastoral Emergency Number: 
In case of emergency a pastor is 

available at: 309-679-7708

A Note from Our Deacon

Deacon Jill Goldhammer



SUN., MAR 25
Palm Sunday
8AM & 10:45AM  - Worship

SUN., MAR 25: 9:15AM
Education Hour

MON., MAR 26: 9:30AM
TOPS Meeting

TUES., MAR 27: 7PM
Worship and Music Meeting

WED., MAR 28: 8AM
Men's Prayer Breakfast

WED., MAR 28: 9:30AM
Quilters

WED., MAR 28: 6PM
Faith for Life Dinner and Way of 
the Cross Rehearsal

WED., MAR 28: 8PM
Serendipity

THURS., MAR 29: 9:30AM
Bible Study

THURS., MAR 29: 11AM
Maundy Thursday Worship

THURS., MAR 29: 7PM
Maundy Thursday Worship and 
First Communion

FRI., MAR 30: 10:30AM
Way of the Cross

FRI., MAR 30: 7PM
Good Friday Worship

FRI., MAR 30: 6PM
Sanctuary Choir

SUN., APRIL 1
Easter Sunday
7AM & 9:30AM  - Worship

SUN., APRIL 1
8AM-9:15AM  - Easter 
Breakfast

SUN., APRIL 1
9:30AM  - Easter Egg Hunt

THIS WEEK
teachings with his own. We must be careful in such contrasts, for Jesus neither 
erases nor discounts the teachings of the law – or the Old Testament lessons ("Do 
not think that I have come to abolish the law"). Jesus uses the traditional teachings 
on murder, adultery, and prayer as essential grounds for building his case for purity 
of heart. Using familiar teachings, Jesus intensifies and radicalizes them for his 
listeners, extending these teachings into almost every area of life.

 Jesus does "not abolish but 
fulfill[s]" the law. No longer do the 
teachings on murder and adultery 
apply strictly to acts of murder and 
adultery. Instead, they become 
doorways into the examination of many 
internal dynamics as well as external 
behaviors of one's life: anger, derision, 
slander, false generosity, litigiousness, 
arrogance, lust, temptation, alienation, 
and religious speech. What is in our 
hearts?

 Perhaps one of the most radical 
aspects of Jesus' extension of the 
law here is his internalization of it, so 
that not only behaviors, but attitudes 
and emotions fall within its scope. Of 
course, this is not new to Jewish thinking. Throughout Hebrew Scriptures, the law 
is to be taken to heart and not only outwardly observed (see Isaiah 58, Micah 6). 
Jesus connects the dots for his listeners from outward acts to internal orientation, 
from murder to anger, from adultery to lust. It is one thing to behave rightly. It is 
another thing entirely for one's heart to be oriented toward love. Just as it is easier 
to make a sacrifice at the temple than it is to do justice (Micah 6), so it is easier to 
keep the commandment against murder than it is to avoid anger in one's heart.

 Jesus offers a more radical ethic, one already hinted at in the list of beatitudes 
prior to this one. The poor in spirit and those who mourn--they are blessed not 
because they are following the law, but because of their inward orientations of 
heart. This kingdom of God that Jesus is teaching at the Sermon on the Mount is 
more than following rules. It requires and empowers a life surrendered to God and 
neighbor.

 This is good news! The God born in a manger enters the messiness of life in 
all its dimensions, seeking to heal and save. This God offers a life deep and wide, 
where light shines into every nook and cranny, not a puny, flat life, reduced to 
avoiding the "big sins." Jesus gives the disciples a new way of life, not rejecting the 
tradition, but building upon it. It is a way of life that demands more and promises 
more. It is life abundant.

-excerpts from Amy Ogden at Working Preacher

... Beatitude continued on page 3
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Exploring the Beatitudes
FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday School has been studying the 
Beatitudes, and on Sunday, March 
18 students and family participated in 
an interactive and fun Family Sunday 
School. After opening, at eight different 
activity stations students explored each 
flower based on one of the Beatitudes. 
A big “thank you” to everyone who 
helped: Melissa Aprahamian, Heather 
Louise Arnold, Joann and Randy Blum, 
Wendy Cochran, Laura Hartman, 
Jason and Patty Lantz, and Meghan 
Peterson.

Do you happen to have some free time any 
day in the coming week?  The Children, Youth 
& Family program has some volunteer needs 
(filling plastic Easter Eggs, helping with a media 
project) in the days leading up to Easter.  The 
work is easy and can all be done sitting at a 
table.  You can come with a friend or on your 
own.  You are welcome to make your own 
schedule – an hour or two would be very 
helpful.  Please contact Jill in the church office 
if you can help so we can have the projects set 
up when you come. 

Help Needed
donations

NEEDED
see page six...



Serving our 
Neighbors at 
Thomas Jefferson 
Primary School
Thank you to all who donated items 
for the Thomas Jefferson Staff 
Appreciation Reception. There was an 
abundant amount of goodies for the 
reception. Thank you to the Thrivent 
team that helped prepare and trays of 
goodies for the reception. And thank 
you to all at Salem for your support 
for the Thomas Jefferson Primary 
School Outreach Ministry to serve our 
neighbors.  
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donations
NEEDED

DISCIPLESHIP
Share a Prayer Shawl
Prayers shawls that have been hand made by Salem disciples are available for you to deliver to friends, family or neighbors 
in times of grief, crisis, or any need. Please stop by the church office or talk to Pastor Elise or Lori Reimer if you would like to 
pick one up.

Take on a Lenten Discipline & Serve Your Community!
Thank you so much for your donations. This Sunday, March 25, our collection will focus on canned meats. Please place 
donations by the Welcome Center on the first floor. Also, if you would prefer to make a monetary donation toward the purchase 
of food, envelopes are available in the Narthex or at the Welcome Center. Please place envelopes in the offering plate or turn 
into the office. Thank you again for supporting the needs of our community!
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HOLY WEEK & EASTER

Easter Flowers
Let’s beautify our sanctuary for Easter Sunday
Have you ordered your spring flowers for Salem’s Easter celebration? The flowers in this Garden of Remembrance and 
Faith can be given in memory and/or honor of loved ones and their names will be listed in the Easter Sunday bulletin. 
Flowers are $12.50 each. Flower forms are located in the pews and should be returned to the church office by March 25.

Easter Flowers Delivery for Homebound Members
There is a sign-up sheet in the Welcome Center if you are able to deliver Easter flowers to our homebound members. 
Delivery will be Easter afternoon.

Easter Egg Hunt Donations
The congregation is encouraged to donate candy or small toys that fit in plastic eggs for the annual Easter Egg Hunt (on 
April 1 following 9:30am service.) There is a box for such items at the Welcome Center from now through Easter weekend. 
Thank you for your help!

Way of the Cross and Family Lunch, Mar. 30
Children and families will follow along as our Faith for Life students trace the footsteps of Jesus on Good Friday, March 30 
at 10:30am. Lunch follows the program. Invite your friends and neighbors to this annual tradition! 

Let Easter Breakfast Be Meaningful!
Easter Breakfast will be provided by the Salem Churchmen on Easter Sunday in between worship services from 8am-
9:15am (please note Easter Sunday worship times have been changed to 7am and 9:30am.) You are invited to enjoy a 
breakfast of pancakes, eggs, breakfast meats, fresh fruit, coffee cakes, juice and milk. Tickets are available to purchase 
from a Kappa Chi family member for $10/person or $25/family (or contact Jill Goldhammer.) Proceeds will benefit Kappa 
Chi’s summer trip to the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston and Leadership Lab. 

OUTREACH MINISTRIES
Salem to serve at Loaves and Fish, Sat., March 24
Salem has enjoyed volunteering at Loaves and Fish many times in the past and is excited to have another opportunity to partner with 
this wonderful ministry on Saturday, March 24 from 9:30am – 1:30pm.  The Salem Churchmen are coordinating this cross-generational 
volunteer opportunity and the entire congregation is invited to volunteer. Faith for Life and Kappa Chi students will be participating; 
families are encouraged to come along.  Please sign up at the Welcome Center or contact Leo Vandervlugt at leovandervlugt@gmail.com 
or 309-657-7122 with questions.  The Salem bus will leave the church parking lot at 9:15am or you can meet us at First United Methodist 
Church, 116 NE Perry Avenue at 9:30am. Please indicate at the Welcome Center if you will be riding the bus. 

Midwest Food Bank, March 28
Volunteers are needed for Midwest Food Bank help on Wednesday, March 28 from 9am-11am. Sign-up is located at the Welcome Center. 
Salem volunteers will be meeting at the Peoria Division location at 9005 N. Industrial Road, Peoria, IL 61615.
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Friends at Salem,
Our sincere thanks for the wonderful box for Valentine's Day, and thank you to Nadine for the work of boxing and 
posting it. We miss our Salem friend so it was not only a treat to get the messages, cards, treats and the handmade 
Valentines from the children. We will keep them for next year's décor.

 We realize a lot of work went into this Valentine's Day treat, but it gave us so much pleasure as we both miss our 
Salem friends. It is a nice feature at Windermere to decorate a small shelf at our condo door, the Salem Valentines 
will find a good home next year (especially the handmade ones).

Most Sincerely,
Carl and Helen Buerger

Friends at Salem,
You will never know how much it means to me that the messages, food, support and love continue to arrive no matter 
how long it has been since you have seen Mia, Donald and me! I thank God for you, my church family!

Thank you!
Amy Hoffman

Thank Yous

• Bob
• Brianna
• Ursula Coyle
• Keith Grimm
• Ron Hipple
• Amy Hoffman
• Jean Huprich and family
• Jill
• Helen Johnson (mother of  
Joan Creager)

Please pray for
• The men and women of our  
  armed forces
• Families at Crittenton Center 
• Midwest Food Bank
• Children of Guatemala
• Walt Anderson
• Natalee Arff
• Bob Baker and his family

• Marilyn (friend of Carol Adams)
• Bill Mettam
• Dr. Rick O'Connor
• Dave Nixon
• Mary Rothfusz
• Sophie T.
• Cindy Turner
• Tyth going through chemo
• Baby Walter
• Jean and Frank Yancick

Prayer Requests

DISCIPLESHIP
Thrivent Shirts Available
There are free Thrivent shirts sorted by size available on the third floor. 
There are several different colors. Head to the third floor near the quilting 
area, and take one or several! 

Spring Yard Clean-ups 
The Illinois Valley Fuller Center for Housing is offering FREE spring yard clean-ups for Veterans and widows of Veterans. 
Volunteers will provide a maximum of two hours of service on April 21, weather permitting. To sign up for this service, call 
309-363-3737.
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PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 25
WORSHIP: 8AM & 10:45AM

MAUNDY THURSDAY, MARCH 29
WORSHIP: 11AM & 7PM

GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 30
THE WAY OF THE CROSS

& FAMILY LUNCH: 10:30AM
WORSHIP: 7PM

- E A S T E R  S U N D A Y -
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 1

WORSHIP: NEW TIMES! - 7AM & 9:30AM

EASTER BREAKFAST: 8AM-9:15AM

EASTER EGG HUNT: 10:30AM
 (immediately after 9:30am worship)
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