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Thomas Jefferson Sunday, Mar. 18
The Outreach Committee is excited to let the congregation 

know that our adopt-a-school partner, Thomas 
Jefferson Primary School, will be highlighted on 

Sunday, March 18. During the services we will 
share with the congregation the Salem projects 
that are presently supporting the school. 
Student art from Thomas Jefferson will be 
displayed at church, and photos and additional 

information will be on the bulletin board in the 
Welcome Center.

Donations are Needed for Staff Appreciation
 On Monday, March 19, the Outreach Committee is hosting 
a Staff Appreciation Dessert/Fresh Fruit Bar at the school. Non-refrigerated 
desserts (cookies, brownies, sheet cake, muffins, bars, or cupcakes) will be 
served along with fresh fruit.  Please leave the baked goods labeled with 
Thomas Jefferson left in the kitchen on Sunday, March 18. Thank you for 
your donations!

Studying the Beatitudes, Mar. 18
Sunday School has been studying the Beatitudes. On Sunday, March 18 it’s 
Family Sunday School — everyone is invited! We will meet in the Social Hall 
at 9:15am and have opening time together and then have fun learning more 
about the Beatitudes with hands on activities at stations all over the church. 
Don’t miss it!

Worship With Us!
Sundays

8:00am and 10:45am

Education Hour
9:15am

nursery provided

www.salemofpeoria.com
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• Jean Huprich and family
• Jill
• Helen Johnson (mother of  
Joan Creager)
• Dr. Rick O'Connor
• Mary Rothfusz
• Sophie T.
• Cindy Turner
• Tyth going through chemo
• Baby Walter
• Jean and Frank Yancick

Prayer Requests
Please pray for
• The men and women of our  
  armed forces
• Midwest Food Bank
• Children of Guatemala
• Walt Anderson
• Natalee Arff
• Ursyla Coyle
• Keith Grimm
• Ron Hipple
• Amy Hoffman

What do you do with good news? When something great 
happens, what do you do? I imagine you tell someone. And 
you probably just can’t wait to share it! Maybe the birth of a 
baby, or a new job, or succeeding at a task you weren’t sure 
you could do.

 Here is good news for you: Your life is never beyond 
God’s reach. Nothing you could do – or have done – is 
enough to change God’s love for you. This is the message 
of the cross, that Jesus came to proclaim God’s wide and 
steadfast embrace. It seemed too radical, too threatening and so he was put to 
death on a cross. But that wasn’t the end of God’s love. Because God is God, 
creator of all that is, God raised Jesus from the dead. This is good news - that 
nothing is beyond God’s doing. Not even death stops God’s power and love. And 
if God can do that, then God can forgive your most grievous sin; God can bring 
light into your darkness; God can transform your life and give you a new start and 
strength to persevere. This is good news for you!

 But it isn’t only good news for you. It is good news for the world and for your 
neighbor. Who do you know who needs to hear good news? Who do you know 
who will be alone on Easter Sunday? Who do you know who wonders what this 
Christianity-thing is all about? You probably know at least one person. Consider 
inviting them to worship with you on Easter Sunday. Pray about inviting them. And 
then invite them. Our congregation is here today because someone told someone 
else the good news. Now it is your turn. Share the good news!

Share the Good News!

Pastoral Emergency Number: 
In case of emergency a pastor is 

available at: 309-679-7708

Pastor’s Page

Pastor Elise Rothfusz

Lenten Midweek Worship
The last opportunity to come explore themes of living into 
your Baptism is Wed., March 21 during Lenten worship at 
11am and 7pm.

Lenten Lunches and Soup Suppers
Following the 11am worship there will be lunch; and then there is a soup supper at 6pm 
before the 7pm worship. Thank you our Lenten Lunch volunteers, and to Kappa Chi for 
their service at all Lenten Soup Suppers.
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SUN., MAR 18
Thomas Jefferson Sunday
Family Sunday School 
8AM & 10:45AM  - Worship
SUN., MAR 18: 9:15AM
Education Hour
MON., MAR 19: 9:30AM
TOPS Meeting
MON., MAR 19: 7PM
Salem Churchmen Meeting
TUES., MAR 20: 10AM
Staff Meeting
TUES., MAR 20: 6:30PM
Lydia Circle
TUES., MAR 20: 6:30PM
Congregational Care
TUES., MAR 20: 7PM
Property and Finance Meeting
WED., MAR 21: 8AM
Men's Prayer Breakfast
WED., MAR 21: 9:30AM
Quilters
WED., MAR 21: 11AM
Lenten Worship and Lunch
WED., MAR 21: 5PM
Women of Salem Board Meeting
WED., MAR 21: 6PM
Lenten Soup Supper
WED., MAR 21: 7PM
Lenten Worship
WED., MAR 21: 8PM
Serendipity
THURS., MAR 22: 9:30AM
Bible Study
THURS., MAR 22: 1:30PM
LHV Worship
THURS., MAR 22: 6PM
Sanctuary Bells
THURS., MAR 22: 7PM
Sanctuary Choir
SAT., MAR 24: 9AM
First Communion Class
SAT., MAR 24: 9:30AM
Loaves and Fish
SAT., MAR 24: 5:30PM
Scotch Doubles Bowling
SUN., MAR 25
Palm Sunday
8AM & 10:45AM  - Worship
SUN., MAR 18: 9:15AM
Education Hour

THIS WEEK

DISCIPLESHIP
Fill Out Discipleship Cards 
You may have heard the request to fill out a discipleship card in the pew rack while 
in worship. Why should you do this? Don’t ushers already make a head count 
for attendance numbers? Yes, but the cards are helpful for Salem staff to have a 
record of your worship attendance. This is because, first, voting members of the 
congregation for meetings are defined as those who have received Communion 
and made a contribution of record during the previous year. We can only be sure 
you have received Communion if you have filled out a card. Second, the cards give 
the staff an additional way to track attendance trends: how many worshippers we 
have in a given month (versus just average worship attendance).

 Please take a moment during worship to fill out a card and place it in the 
offering plate!

Share a Prayer Shawl
Prayers shawls that have been hand made by Salem disciples are available for 
you to deliver to friends, family or neighbors in times of grief, crisis, or any need. 
Please stop by the church office or talk to Pastor Elise or Lori Reimer if you would 
like to pick one up.

Take on a Lenten Discipline & 
Serve Your Community!
We are off to a great start for our March food collection benefitting Bethel United 
Methodist Church’s food pantry! Thank you so much for your donations. This 
Sunday, March 18, our collection will focus on canned soups. Please place 
donations by the Welcome Center on the first floor. Also, if you would prefer to 
make a monetary donation toward the purchase of food, envelopes are available in 
the Narthex or at the Welcome Center. Please place envelopes in the offering plate 
or turn into the office. Thank you again for supporting the needs of our community!

Council Distribution List
At its March 6 meeting, the Salem Council discussed to the formation 
of an email distribution list for the council. The address is council@
salemofpeoria.com. While the email will be received by all voting 
members of council, the president will respond to any emails accordingly. 
While this address is available to the congregation, the council also wants 
to affirm that as people created in the image of God and called to be the 
body of Christ and members of one another, face to face communications 
with council members about Salem's ministry are the preferred means 
of communication with council members. Council members’ names and 
pictures on located on the bulletin board outside the church office.
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HOLY WEEK & EASTER

Easter Flowers
Let’s beautify our sanctuary for Easter Sunday
Have you ordered your spring flowers for Salem’s Easter celebration? The flowers in this Garden of Remembrance and 
Faith can be given in memory and/or honor of loved ones and their names will be listed in the Easter Sunday bulletin. 
Flowers are $12.50 each. Flower forms are located in the pews and should be returned to the church office by March 25.

Easter Flowers Delivery for Homebound Members
There is a sign-up sheet in the Welcome Center if you are able to deliver Easter flowers to our homebound members. 
Delivery will be Easter afternoon.

Easter Egg Hunt Donations
The congregation is encouraged to donate candy or small toys that fit in plastic eggs for the annual Easter Egg Hunt (on 
April 1 following 9:30am service.) There is a box for such items at the Welcome Center from now through Easter weekend. 
Thank you for your help!

Way of the Cross and Family Lunch, Mar. 30
Children and families will follow along as our Faith for Life students trace the footsteps of Jesus on Good Friday, March 30 
at 10:30am. Lunch follows the program. Invite your friends and neighbors to this annual tradition! 

Let Easter Breakfast Be Meaningful!
Easter Breakfast will be provided by the Salem Churchmen on Easter Sunday in between worship services from 8am-
9:15am (please note Easter Sunday worship times have been changed to 7am and 9:30am.) You are invited to enjoy a 
breakfast of pancakes, eggs, breakfast meats, fresh fruit, coffee cakes, juice and milk. Tickets are available to purchase 
from a Kappa Chi family member for $10/person or $25/family (or contact Jill Goldhammer.) Proceeds will benefit Kappa 
Chi’s summer trip to the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston and Leadership Lab. 

Scotch Doubles Bowling Event
It's that time of year again for the annual Scotch Doubles Bowling Event on March 24. Dinner will be at church at 5:30pm, and then 
bowling will be at Landmark Lanes starting at 6:45pm-7pm. Please sign-up at the Welcome Center by March 18. Cost is $10/per person 
which includes the meal, three games of bowling and shoe rental. If you are unable to bowl for some reason, you are still welcome to 
come to dinner and then watch the rest of the group bowl - cost for the meal only will be $5.00. Please contact Jeff and Pam Machacek 
for more information.

"Rise Up, O Men!"
The initial 50 seats reserved for “Rise Up, O Men” have been spoken for but we were able to add another 30 seats to Salem’s block at 
Circa 21 Dinner Playhouse on Sunday, April 29 for those who still want to sign up. Seats can currently be reserved with no commitment. 
You will have until April 15 to pay or cancel.

 Kris Griffith will be at the Welcome Center between services to collect payment. Please make checks payable to “Salem Lutheran 
Church” with “Rise Up, O Men” in the memo line. Anyone who pays now but then needs to cancel before April 15 will receive a refund. 
Questions? Contact Kris Griffith at 309-370-2336 or griffdk@comcast.net.

FELLOWSHIP
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 I have b�n a cla�r�m volunt�r at Thomas Je
erson for thr� years. I first a�isted Wendy Clark with 5th 
grade, then Angela Hale with 1st grade, and now Lauren Wul
 with 4th grade.

 A� have b�n di
erent experiences yet a� very rewarding. I rea�y f�l like I have made an input in 
improving a student’s experience in math, reading, some science, and related.

 The teachers and front o
ice have b�n very a�o�odating to make this ha�en. When I ca�ot make my 
norma�y scheduled time, I can always adjust with them through a simple email.

 The kids l�k forward to having me help and are a� ‘lo�ying’ for time with me when I show up. It is so 
nice to f�l that n�ded. It is fun – try it!

 As to being a pen pal – rea�y easy to do. The students usua�y lead the way by 
te�ing you something about themse lves as we� as what is being studied. You just respond 
by sharing your experiences and asking them questions. I have b�n doing this for 4 years. 
Try it – you wi� like it!

Serving at Thomas Je
erson Primary Sch�l - from John Grabel 

p

JOHN GRABEL

OUTREACH MINISTRIES
Salem to serve at Loaves and Fish, Sat., March 24
Salem has enjoyed volunteering at Loaves and Fish many times in the past and is excited to have another opportunity to partner with 
this wonderful ministry on Saturday, March 24 from 9:30am – 1:30pm.  The Salem Churchmen are coordinating this cross-generational 
volunteer opportunity and the entire congregation is invited to volunteer. Faith for Life and Kappa Chi students will be participating; 
families are encouraged to come along.  Please sign up at the Welcome Center or contact Leo Vandervlugt at leovandervlugt@gmail.com 
or 309-657-7122 with questions.  The Salem bus will leave the church parking lot at 9:15am or you can meet us at First United Methodist 
Church, 116 NE Perry Avenue at 9:30am. Please indicate at the Welcome Center if you will be riding the bus. 

Midwest Food Bank, March 28
Volunteers are needed for Midwest Food Bank help on Wednesday, March 28 from 9am-11am. Sign-up is located at the Welcome Center. 
Salem volunteers will be meeting at the Peoria Division location at 9005 N. Industrial Road, Peoria, IL 61615.
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- H O LY  W E E K -

PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 25
WORSHIP: 8AM & 10:45AM

MAUNDY THURSDAY, MARCH 29
WORSHIP: 11AM & 7PM

GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 30
THE WAY OF THE CROSS

& FAMILY LUNCH: 10:30AM
WORSHIP: 7PM

- E A S T E R  S U N D A Y -
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 1

WORSHIP: NEW TIMES! - 7AM & 9:30AM

EASTER BREAKFAST: 8AM-9:15AM

EASTER EGG HUNT: 10:30AM
 (immediately after 9:30am worship)

E s  at SalaCelebrate Holy Week and
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