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Be Like Jesus 24-hour Servant Lock-in
One of the coolest activities for children and youth is coming up at the end of 
February. The annual Be Like Jesus 24-hour servant lock-in for children and 
youth will be hosted at Salem on Friday, February 23 through Saturday, 
February 24. Approximately 150 children and youth will worship and serve 
together and enjoy great fun and fellowship within our walls and beyond. 
Shawn Smith will return this year to lead the music and message, and Salem 
is partnering with several local service agencies and congregations for 
Saturday’s work projects. 

 The Great Commandment 
in Matthew 22:37-40 is clear: 
Not only should we love God, 
but we should also love our 
neighbors as ourselves. This 
event teaches children to live 
out the Great Commandment, 
and so many other faith 
skills on which to build a firm 
foundation. Some benefits 
children will experience 
include: being a part of the 
church in action, identifying 
needs of others, completing 
hands-on service projects, 
experiencing the larger church 
by making friends with children 
from other churches, acting 
together on behalf of others, 
and learning that serving others can be great fun! Children who experience 
“Be Like Jesus” almost always return year-after-year and many go on to 
become junior high participants and high school leaders. They remember the 
friends they make in their small groups as well as their small group leaders 
from each event. 

 This event is hands-on practice serving our neighbor and the opportunity 
to experience age appropriate Christian community that we hope they will 

"Be Like Jesus"... continued on page 3



DISCIPLESHIP

St. Paul, in his second letter to Timothy, uses some interesting 
metaphors that seem especially appropriate as the world 
gears up for the 2018 Winter Olympics in PyeongChang, 
South Korea, in a few weeks.  “I have fought the good fight,” 
he wrote; “I have finished the race.  I have kept the faith.”

 While the image of running a race is a good one for 
describing the work of discipleship, I like even better to think 
of that work as a relay race, where each runner, in turn, 
passes off the responsibility to someone else.  Each, in turn, 
has a duty to fulfill.  All, together, contribute to the objective 
being met.

 This Sunday is my last day at Salem.  My portion of the relay will be over soon 
– and all too soon.  I’m truly grateful for the work we’ve shared together, but even 
when I arrived 30 months ago I had no illusions about that work ever being truly 
finished.  The work of the church never ends.  It’s an eternal relay, with all of us 
doing what we can, while we can, never knowing when the time might come that 
we pass the baton, the duty of discipleship or leadership, to another.

 I’m not certain if you know this, but we pastors don’t have any say — none 
whatsoever — about who will be taking the baton when we pass it off.  But I 
do know this for sure: I couldn’t have been more pleased with Bishop Roth’s 
appointment of Pr. Elise to step into the interim senior pastor role at Salem.  Over 
my 32 years of working as a pastor I have had many, many colleagues in ministry, 
pastors I’ve served as associate to, or co-pastors with, or have had as associates.  
Each had her or his own strengths, of course.  But NONE of them was as uniquely 
gifted, dedicated, earnest, honest, kind, trustworthy, talented and intelligent as 
Pastor Elise has continually shown herself to be.  She is a remarkable gift to the 
Church, and to this congregation. There are many people at Salem I will truly miss, 
but my single biggest regret about leaving is ending the partnership we’ve enjoyed 
together as your pastors.

 I’m grateful that Pastor Elise has agreed to this new responsibility; I’m grateful 
to the Council for their unanimous approval of our bishop’s appointment, and I trust 
that you will be intentional and attentive as you embrace and support her in what 
can be truly daunting work.  God bless her in her new role – and God bless you as 
you strive to help her run her portion of the race, to the very best of her abilities.

• Jack Grant, Jr.
• Keith Grimm
• Pastor Dick Hanson
• Frank Hernandez
• Amy Hoffman
• Jean Huprich and family
• Helen Johnson  (mother of Joan Creager)
• Ken as he battles cancer
• Family of Major Landes
• Sharon's surgery
• Debi Smith (Laura Hartman's mother)
• Virginia Sommers
• Theresa
• Tyth going through chemo
• Jean and Frank Yancick
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Prayer Requests
Please pray for
• The men and women of our  
  armed forces
• Military overseas - Col. Darnell Salley
• Midwest Food Bank
• Natalee Arff
• Bryan Baker (Tammy Lott's brother-in-law)
• Barb (friend of Melissa Metternich)
• Norma Behrends
• Bonnie (cousin of JoAnn Misselhorn)
• Trude Boodt
• Ruby Chelgren and her family with the 
passing of Walt Chelgren
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Pastoral Emergency Number: 
In case of emergency a pastor is 

available at: 309-679-7708

SUN., JAN 14: 8AM & 
10:45AM
Worship
SUN., JAN 14: 9:15AM
Education Hour
SUN., JAN 14: 11:45PM
Farewell Potluck
MON., JAN 15: 9:30AM
TOPS Meeting
MON., JAN 15: 2PM-6PM
Salem Blood Drive
MON., JAN 15: 7PM
Salem Churchmen Meeting
TUES., JAN 16: 10AM
Staff Meeting
TUES., JAN 16: 6:30PM
Congregational Care Meeting
TUES., JAN 16: 7PM
Property and Finance Meeting 
WED., JAN 17: 8AM
Men's Prayer Breakfast
WED., JAN 17: 9:30AM
Quilters
WED., JAN 17: 5:30PM
PRIMETIME!
WED., JAN 17: 6PM
Breaking Bread
WED., JAN 17: 6:30PM
Faith for Life
WED., JAN 17: 6:45PM
Kappa Chi: Youth Service Mtg
WED., JAN 17: 7PM
Serendipity
THURS., JAN 18: 9:30AM
Bible Study
THURS., JAN 18: 1PM
LHV Worship
THURS., JAN 18: 1PM
CYF Meeting
THURS., JAN 18: 6PM
Sanctuary Bells
THURS., JAN 18: 7PM
Sanctuary Choir
SUN., JAN 21: 8AM & 
10:45AM
Worship
SUN., JAN 21: 9:15AM
Education Hour

THIS WEEK

Farewell Potluck for Pastor Dick 
and Liz on Sunday
Following second service on Sunday, January 14, the Salem congregation 
council is hosting a potluck for Pastor Dick and Liz to say farewell and God's 
blessings on their future ministry. The council is providing meat and a potato dish; 
the congregation is invited to bring sides, salads, and desserts.

Women of the Word During 
Education Hour on the third floor
Calling all women! Do you ever feel like you miss the message during church, 
either because your wrangle toddlers, teenagers or your own busy mind? Or do 
you ever feel like you want to go deeper into the scripture? Well then, this group 
is for you! Discussion will center around the Sunday readings, and is geared just 
for women during the Sunday school hour! You don't need to be a biblical expert 
(although it doesn't hurt if you are), just a desire to delve deeper into the weekly 
scriptures.

Salem Churchmen Annual Meeting
On Monday, January 15 at 7pm meet at Salem in the Lounge. On the agenda is 
discussion of events for 2018, and election of new members and leaders for the 
year. Then travel to Old Chicago for a celebration to kick-off the new year!

Annual Meeting
In accordance with Salem's constitution, this article, along with verbal 
announcement at worship, constitutes official notice of our annual meeting to be 
held on Sunday, January 28. There will be lunch following second service, with the 
business meeting beginning at 12:30pm.

Midwest Food Bank, Jan. 31
Volunteers are needed for Midwest Food Bank help on Wednesday, January 31 
from 9am-11am. Sign-up is located at the Welcome Center. Salem volunteers will 
be meeting at the Peoria Division location at 9005 N. Industrial Road, Peoria, IL 
61615.

"Be Like Jesus"... continued from page 1

desire to be a part of for the rest of their lives. This is also a great event for Salem 
students to invite a friend along so feel free to spread the word. 

 Online registration is encouraged, and available online at www.salemofpeoria.
com. Scholarship funds are available please contact Jill Goldhammer with any 
inquiries. The cost is $25 per participant, and the registration deadline is February 
12. Meeting that deadline really helps us plan a great event. Please note there is 
a $5.00 late fee for registrations received after February 12. 



From the Parish Nurse
If you have already signed up for Salem’s Blood Drive on 
January 15, you can save up to 15 minutes on the day of 
the drive by using RapidPass. You can obtain the pass online  
with your computer/laptop or using the mobile version of 
RapidPass on your mobile device. The process is simple:

 • Visit redcrossblood.org/RapidPass
 • Get started with some initial information
 • Read the pre-donation materials
 • Answer the health history questions
 • Print, save, or email the RapidPass. Emailing or saving the pass on a mobile device will allow you to display 
   it when you get to the blood drive. You can also bring in a printed version
 • This must be done on the day of the drive

If you haven’t already, it is not too late to sign up to donate or help. Call the church office or sign up at the Welcome 
Center in the Gallery on the first floor. Any questions, please call Lori Reimer. 
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CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRIES DISCIPLESHIP

New! PRIMETIME Children's Ministries
Family meal time is PRIMETIME for children and families and we believe church time is also PRIMETIME! 
Pre-Kindergartners through 5th graders are invited to come to PRIMETIME Children’s Ministries at Salem 
on Wednesdays from 5:30pm – 6pm, immediately followed by our Breaking Bread meal at 6pm through 
February 7. Give it a try! Questions? Please contact PRIMETIME ministry directors Jill Goldhammer or 
Amy Schroeder. We will meet in the youth room on the first floor near the pre-school classrooms.

Breaking Bread
The Breaking Bread menu for Wednesday, January 17 is alfredo pasta with broccoli and chicken. Come throughout the winter 
for great food and fellowship! Breaking Bread is a community meal held on Wednesday at 6pm. The winter session runs 
through February 7. There will be a break for lent, and Breaking Bread will resume on Wednesday, April 11.

Faith & Family Night with the Rivermen on Fri., Jan. 26
On Friday, January 26, it is Faith & Family Night with the Rivermen. There is a game at 7:15pm with a post-game concert 
by The Afters immediately following the game. Sign up today so we may purchase tickets before they are gone! Questions 
please contact Leah Grebner.

Bugle Distribution Updates
Updates are being made to our church management software in 2018, if your household would like to be taken off the 
mailing list for the Bugle or if you would like to only receive electronic communications please contact Meghan Peterson at 
mpeterson@salemofpeoria.com or 688-9212. The Bugle is available electronically through the weekly Bugle Blast.

Well Done, Good and Faithful Servant: Kelly Brinkman
Kelly Brinkman has gone above and beyond the call of duty with the Breaking Bread program for many, many years. She 
has helped choose the menus, faithfully invited others to come for the meal, and has been the primary recruiter of help for 
the program from cooks, to servers, to dishwashers and more. She is stepping down from the menu planning and volunteer 
recruitment role as her duties continue to increase as the chairperson of Salem’s outstanding Outreach Ministry Team. We 
thank Kelly for her commitment to Breaking Bread program – what a blessing Kelly has been!  

 We were recently reminded in a church council meeting how encouraging it is when ministry leaders are approached 
with the phrase “What can I do to help?” Is God calling you to help with the Breaking Bread midweek meal program? Please 
contact the Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries, Jill Goldhammer, to help with a meal during this winter session. 
Four weeks remain, Wednesday evenings, January 17 – February 7.  

Epiphany Celebration Continues 
at Sunday School
Sunday school children met this past Sunday and celebrated Epiphany with song, 
story, and craft. It was a small but mighty group! Thank you to Kris Griffith, Jason 
Brinkman, Patty and Jason Lantz, Joann and Randy Blum, Sarah Bidne, and Amy 
Schroeder for all of your help!

 We will continue our Epiphany Celebration this Sunday with the previously 
publicized activity. Sunday School children should go to their classrooms at 
9:15am. The skits and songs will begin in the Sanctuary around 9:30am where 
we begin with the story of Simeon and Anna. Everyone is invited to join us!  We 
continue in the Social Hall with the story of the Wise Men  (and camels) and the 
Holy Family Flight to Egypt. The final story of Jesus being left at the Temple is back 
upstairs in the Sanctuary.

 Sunday School children will return to their classrooms for final activities with 
their teachers. Parents should pick up their child(ren) in the classroom. Hope to 
see you this Sunday as we celebrate Jesus and this season of light.



6  Salem Lutheran Church • The Bugle The Bugle • Salem Lutheran Church   7

Thank Yous!
Thank you to Nadine Willems and Martha Plunkett for bringing my Christmas Gift of "Glad Tidings". The warm wishes, treats and lovely 
poinsettia plant all added to five me a blessed holiday.

Sincerely,
Bea Kent

    Helen and I wish to give thanks to all those wonderful friends of ours who remembered us at Christmas time with a big lovely box of 
cards and goodies, and unique handicrafts. Thank you all!

Sincerely,
Carl and Helen Buerger

Thanks to Lori Reimer for delivering the special bag of greetings and treats to Walt. He enjoyed everything so much. Also, thanks to Julia 
Kotewa for bringing the bag of gifts and treats from Lydia Circle. He especially enjoyed hearing the familiar names both Lori and Julia 

read to him. It made his Christmas special. 
Blessings to all, 

Walt and Joy Anderson

Thank you to Salem for your well wishes and goodies in our Christmas Gift. 
Blessings to all, 

Walt and Ruby Chelgren

In Memory of Major Landes
Major Landes, 98, of West Peoria, passed away on January 5, 2018 at his residence. He was born on January 4, 1920 in Bath, 
IL to Bert and Maude (Forsythe) Landes. He married Ruth E. Sanden in Peoria on June 28, 1942. She survives, along with 
one daughter Charmaine (Raymond) Curry of Brimfield, one grandson Michael (Robin) Heffron of El Paso, IL, and two great 
grandchildren Olivia and Shelby Heffron, both of El Paso, and several nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his 
parents, one brother, and two sisters.

 Major was an Army Air Force veteran of WWII. He served in the Asiatic-Pacific Theatre, flying 41 bombing missions while 
there. A longtime member of Salem, he worked in Machine Repair for Caterpillar Co. Inc., retiring in February of 1982 after 41 
years of service. He loved feeding the birds and squirrels near his home.

 Funeral Services were on January 9, 2018 at Davison-Fulton Woodland Chapel. Memorials may be made to the Salem 
Lutheran Church or to the West Peoria Fire Department. On-line condolences and tributes may be made at www.Davison-
Fulton.com.

In Memory of Walter C. Chelgren
Walter Chelgren, 90, of Peoria passed away on January 6, 2018, at Rosewood Care Center in Peoria. Walter was born 
on November 26, 1927, in Rosholt, SD, to Herman Oliver and Frances Alice (Johnson) Chelgren. He married Ruby Marie 
Markeseth on November 27, 1948, in Havana, ND. Surviving are his wife, Ruby; his children, Patricia (Rev. Tom) Christell of 
Springfield, IL, John (Terry) Chelgren of Munster, IN, Jeanne (Gary) Setterlund of Germantown Hills, IL, and James (Elizabeth) 
Chelgren of Mooresville, NC; 13 grandchildren; 19 great-grandchildren; and many nieces and nephews. He was preceded in 
death by one son, Robert; one grandson; his parents; two sisters; and one brother.

 Walter was longtime member of Salem Lutheran Church, he was an Engineer for Caterpillar for 25 years, retiring in 1980. 
Walter served in the U.S. Army as a staff Sergeant in both Los Alamos, New Mexico, and in Japan from 1946 to 1954. Walter 
was also a volunteer for the American Red Cross for 25 years. For his work with the Red Cross, Walter was a recipient of the 
Citizen of the Year award.

 Cremation rites will be accorded. A memorial service will be held on Saturday, January 13, 2018, at 10:30am at Salem 
Lutheran Church in Peoria, with visitation beginning a 9am. Pastor Elise Rothfusz will be officiating. Memorials may be made 
to Salem Lutheran Church, Grace Lutheran Church Food Pantry in Springfield or Immanuel Cemetery Fund in Havana, ND. 
Online condolences may be made at www.thewiltonmortuary.com.Salem Lutheran Preschool  

... Growing Young People in Christ

For the past 42 years, Salem Lutheran Preschool has 
prepared young children for kindergarten in a fun and 
loving environment. Lifelong learners are fostered 
while helping each child grow physically, emotionally, 
intellectually, socially and spiritually. 

Enrollment for the Fall of 2018 will begin soon. 
If you have any friends who are interested, 
please tell them to contact Preschool Director,  
Pam Machacek at 309-688-9212.

LA NOTTE ROSA
The Pink Night!An Evening of Food, Wine and Fellowship

La Notte Rosa is hosted by Helene Peterson and Gayle Young at 11218 N. Oakwood Dr, Peoria. Come join your 
Salem family for an exciting fundraising night to kick-off the Salem Race for the Cure Team on Saturday, February 3 
at 6pm! Thanks to Abby Young for her Thrivent Action benefit as a free-will offering will be collected, and proceeds will 
go towards Salem's Race for the Cure Team.

The Italian-themed night will have a silent auction with a wide variety of items donated by Salem members and friends 
including:

    • A Prime Rib Dinner for 8 at the Petersons home (donated by Dick and Helene Peterson)
    • Jewelry (donated by Merrill Hickey)
    • A Variety of Wine Baskets
    • A Ceramic Birdhouse (donated by Pastor Dick)

Come and enjoy the fun! Food will include mini-Italian beef sandwiches, hors d'oeuvres, stuffed mushrooms, 
cheeses, Italian desserts and Italian wine to taste. Please sign-up at the Welcome Center or email Gayle at  
gyoung@komenmemorial.org.



The Bugle
USPS 477-460

1700 W. War Memorial Dr. • Peoria, IL 61614-6724

Congratulations to Aaron Grebner, Eagle Scout
On January, 7, Aaron Grebner became an Eagle Scout at the Eagle Court of Honor at Salem Lutheran Church. Eagle 
Scout is the highest advancement rank in Boy Scouting. Congratulations to Aaron Grebner for this high achievement. 


