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Annual Meeting
In accordance with Salem's constitution, this article, along with verbal 
announcement at worship, constitutes official notice of our annual meeting to 
be held on Sunday, January 28. There will be lunch following second service, 
with the business meeting beginning at 12:30pm.
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Pr. Rothfusz Appointed as 
Salem’s Interim Senior Pastor
Bishop S. John Roth has appointed the Rev. Elise Rothfusz to serve as Salem’s 
interim senior pastor.  At its January 2 regular meeting, Salem’s Congregational 
Council unanimously approved the appointment. Pastor Rothfusz will assume 
her new role beginning on January 23, the day following Pastor Dick Wehrs’ 
official departure.

 Pastor Elise has served 
as associate pastor at Salem 
for much of the past decade, 
and her deep involvement in 
many aspects of ministry and 
leadership here are expected 
to provide continuity and 
sustained momentum in some 
key areas.

 Keeping with the standard practices of our synod, her contract as interim 
senior pastor is on a six-month, renewable basis.  Under those practices, 
Pastor Elise will not be eligible for consideration for the settled senior pastor 
position, and she will not return to her current role as associate pastor once a 
new senior pastor is called.

 The council also discussed initial plans for securing the services of a part-
time interim associate pastor.  That matter, together with the establishment 
of a call committee and beginning the many steps of the call process, will be 
pursued in depth at the February council meeting, at which a member of the 
bishop’s staff will be present.

Pastor Elise Rothfusz

... Pr. Rothfusz Appointed as Salem’s Interim Senior Pastor continued on Page 3



DISCIPLESHIP

With less than two weeks left of my work at Salem, and no 
longer able to avoid the specter of moving out of my office, 
I’ve been taking a few minutes here and there to sort through 
the detritus (noun: debris, loose material, rubble) of my life 
that I realize now I’ve been hauling from church office to 
church office for many years.

 Make that many, MANY years.  I’ve found boxes of files 
from 15 years ago.  Cards and letters from parishioners of 
a church I served 25 years ago.  Want older?  How about 
senior pictures of some of my high school classmates, for 
heaven’s sake – that was 1976.  If that’s not old enough for you, how about the 
child’s book of prayers given to me by Mrs. Mussell?  She was my Kindergarten 
teacher, and she signed and presented this book to each of the nine of us in her 
class at Immanuel Lutheran School at Christmas, 1963.

 How many times in recent days have I found myself shaking my head, bemused 
or perplexed by whatever it was that made me keep all this stuff?  And it’s not just 
what I find in my files or my cabinets: photos I’ll never frame, letters I’ll never need.  
My bookshelves, too, are filled with things I’ll never read.  But somehow each of 
these books, photos, trinkets is a touchstone, a physical link to what used to be 
important to me, and for whatever reason, I just haven’t been able to let it go.

 I can’t help but think of something I hear from families when the last member 
of the previous generation passes away, and the survivors are left to go through 
attics and basements and endless boxes of stuff that somehow was all just too 
important to pitch.  And I wince at the thought of what my survivors will think, if I 
don’t do my job and clean house myself.

 You know, congregations can be like filing cabinets and basement storerooms, 
too.  Stuff we’ve always had around can be really hard to get rid of – even long 
after it’s lost its original significance.  Things we do and say and think sometimes 
seem all the more valuable the longer we’ve done and said and thought them.  But 
the reality is that sometimes those old things need to be picked up and examined 
closely, and we need to decide if maybe it isn’t time to let it go, if maybe our 
unchallenged allegiance to the old isn’t impeding our ability to look to the future 
and prepare for what’s yet possible.

 My time at Salem has been wonderful in many ways – and maddening in 
others, if the full truth is to be told.  I can’t remember serving a church that has 
been as quick as this one has been to say “that’s not how we do things here.”  And 
I can respect the desire to preserve heritage and tradition, I really can, but only up 
to the point that preserving the past becomes a higher priority than preparing for 
the future, and being open to what God can make possible.  I’ve done what I can 
to encourage that conversation, and my hope is that those who have been critical 
of “all this darn change!” over the last 30 months will somehow have their hearts 
softened a little for what lies ahead. 

 Change is inevitable, and dealing with it effectively requires a lot of grace (in all 
its definitions) and some nimble feet.  If you’re going to be nimble, it’s best to travel 
light – and not carry quite so much of the past’s detritus with you.  Take a look 
in the back corners of your heart and see if there’s not something there that you 
could let go – and in so doing, you’ll make a little more room for future possibilities.

• Keith Grimm
• Frank Hernandez
• Amy Hoffman
• Jean Huprich and family
• Helen Johnson  (mother of Joan 
Creager)
• Ken as he battles cancer
• Bev Maier
• Debi Smith (Laura Hartman's 
mother)
• Virginia Sommers
• Theresa
• Tyth going through chemo
• Jean and Frank Yancick
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Pastor Dick Wehrs

2   Salem Lutheran Church • The Bugle

Office Email: 

office@salemofpeoria.com

Richard Wehrs, Senior Pastor 

rwehrs@salemofpeoria.com

Elise Rothfusz, Associate Pastor

erothfusz@salemofpeoria.com

Meghan Peterson, Editor

bugle@salemofpeoria.com

Deadline for copy is Tuesdays at 

12:00pm in the church office.

The Bugle is published by 

Salem Lutheran Church (ELCA), 

1700 W.  War Memorial Dr.             

Peoria, Illinois 61614-6724

phone:  (309) 688-9212

fax:  (309) 688-9266  

Published Weekly 

Periodicals Postage Paid at 

Peoria, IL  61601

Annual Subscription $10.00  

POSTMASTER:  

Send Address Changes to:  

Salem Lutheran Church, 

1700 W. War Memorial Dr., 

Peoria, IL  61614-6724

Worship Attendance for: 

Sunday, December 31: 92

The Bugle deadline for the  

January 12 edition  and the 

January calendar is at Tuesday, 

January 9 at noon. 

Prayer Requests
Please pray for
• The men and women of our  
  armed forces
• Military overseas - Col. Darnell 
Salley
• Midwest Food Bank
• Natalee Arff
• Bryan Baker (Tammy Lott's 
  brother-in-law)
• Norma Behrends
• Bonnie (cousin of JoAnn Misselhorn)
• Trude Boodt
• Jack Grant, Jr.
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Pastoral Emergency Number: 
In case of emergency a pastor is 

available at: 309-679-7708

SUN., JAN 7: 8AM & 
10:45AM
Worship
SUN., JAN 7: 9:15AM
Education Hour
SUN., JAN 7: 1PM
Eagle Scout Court of Honor
MON., JAN 8: 9:30AM
TOPS Meeting
TUES., JAN: 9:15AM
Rebecca Circle
TUES., JAN: 9:30AM
Anna/Esther Circle
WED., JAN 10: 8AM
Men's Prayer Breakfast
WED., JAN 10: 9:30AM
Quilters
WED., JAN 10: 10AM
Staff Meeting
WED., JAN 10: 5:30PM
Primetime
WED., JAN 10: 6PM
Breaking Bread
WED., JAN 10: 6:30PM
Faith for Life
WED., JAN 10: 6:45PM
Houston Meeting
WED., JAN 10: 7PM
Serendipity
THURS., JAN 11: 6:45AM
Endowment Committee
THURS., JAN 11: 9:30AM
Bible Study
THURS., JAN 11: 6PM
Sanctuary Bells
THURS., JAN 11: 7PM
Sanctuary Choir
FRI., JAN 12: 6PM
Brage Lodge
SUN., JAN 14: 8AM & 
10:45AM
Worship
SUN., JAN 14: 9:15AM
Education Hour

THIS WEEK

Farewell Potluck for Pastor Dick 
and Liz
Following second service on Sunday, January 14, the Salem congregation council 
is hosting a potluck for Pastor Dick and Liz to say farewell and God's blessings 
on their future ministry. The council is providing meat and a potato dish; the 
congregation is invited to bring sides, salads, and desserts.

Women of the Word During 
Education Hour on the third floor
Calling all women! Do you ever feel like you miss the message during church, 
either because your wrangle toddlers, teenagers or your own busy mind? Or do 
you ever feel like you want to go deeper into the scripture? Well then, this group 
is for you! Discussion will center around the Sunday readings, and is geared just 
for women during the Sunday school hour! You don't need to be a biblical expert 
(although it doesn't hurt if you are), just a desire to delve deeper into the weekly 
scriptures.

 In other January 2 meeting business, the council formally appointed Tim 
Hickey and Jerry Snyder to serve as co-chairs for Salem’s Facilities Improvements 
Team, and had further conversation about long-term adjustments to Salem’s 
staffing configuration.  A special meeting of the council is planned for January 14 
for finalizing the projected income and expense numbers for the 2018 budget to be 
proposed at the January 28 congregational meeting.



From the Parish Nurse
Salem’s next Blood Drive is January 15, 2018 from 2pm-
6pm and you are eligible to give if you haven’t donated 
since November 20, 2017. Sign-up in the Welcome 
Center today or you can go online at redcrossblood.org.

 Whatever your reason is for giving, blood donors 
like you play an extremely important role to help ensure 
a safe and adequate blood supply is available during the winter months. 

 After donating, enjoy a meal of homemade soups, sandwiches, and desserts. If you are unable to donate 
blood but would like to donate food or your time volunteering at the drive, please contact Lori Reimer.
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CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRIES CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRIES

New! PRIMETIME Children's Ministries
Family meal time is PRIMETIME for children and families and we believe church 
time is also PRIMETIME! Pre-Kindergartners through 5th graders are invited to 
come to PRIMETIME Children’s Ministries at Salem on Wednesdays from 5:30pm 
– 6pm, immediately followed by our Breaking Bread meal at 6pm beginning on 
Wednesday, January 10.

 There will still be singing but also much more.  We will use our hands and feet 
and hearts and voices to celebrate being a part of God’s Family as we grow in 
Christ to love and serve!  You do NOT have to be a singer to enjoy PRIMETIME!  
Come, give it a try! Questions? Please contact PRIMETIME ministry directors Jill 
Goldhammer or Amy Schroeder. We look forward to seeing you at PRIMETIME on 
Wednesday, January 10 at 5:30pm. We will meet in the youth room on the first floor 
near the pre-school classrooms.

Breaking Bread
The Breaking Bread Ministry will begin again on Wednesday, 
January 10 at 6pm with a great meal of soup and subs. The 
offering collected will benefit the 2018 Houston Youth involved 
in the Gathering. Come through out the winter for great food 
and fellowship! Breaking Bread is a community meal held on 
Wednesday at 6pm. The winter session for this ministry begins 
on January 10 and will run through February 7. There will be a 
break for lent, and Breaking Bread will resume on Wednesday, 
April 11.

Here's a preview of the Winter menu:

  January 10: Soup and subs (Dinner offering for the Houston Gathering)

  January 17: Alfredo pasta with broccoli and chicken

  January 24: Meatloaf, mashed potatoes and green beans

  January 31: Chili, hot dogs, sausage and peppers

  February 7: Pancakes and sausage (Dinner offering for Salem's Outreach Ministries)

     This ministry blesses so many who participate in Salem's Wednesday evening activities, but individuals are needed to bless 
this ministry with their offering of help in meal preparation, table setting, and clean-up. If you would be available to help one 
week, please contact Kelly Brinkman.

Meeting for Houston Gathering
Following Breaking Bread on Wednesday, January 10 there will be a meeting for the 
students, parents and chaperones going to the Houston Gathering at 6:45pm. Please 
let Jill Goldhammer know if you cannot attend.

Epiphany Celebration at Sunday School, January 7
Join the Salem Sunday School students on Sunday, January 7 in the 
Sanctuary at 9:30am. We will continue telling the story of Jesus and begin 
with Simeon and Anna seeing the baby and continue through Jesus being 
left at the temple as a young boy. Telling these stories prepares us for 
story of Jesus being baptized. You won’t want to miss the Wise Men and 
camels coming to visit the young Jesus!

 Sunday School children should go to their classrooms at 9:15am to 
get ready. Teachers will bring their classes up to the Sanctuary to begin 
the program.
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Two Big Thank Yous
Coffee Hour Treats
A thousand thanks from the Salem family to those who have provided coffee-hour treats this past year. They have been 
delicious and of great variety. Thank you again!

 Anyone who would like to donate treats is most welcome to sign up for a Sunday of your choice on the sheet in the 
Welcome Center, or you may call Annette Doughty (309-446-3400) for information or to volunteer.

Kitchen Cleaners
    Special thanks go out to the willing helpers who take their turns scrubbing and polishing to make sure Salem's kitchen is 
ready for use at all times. Our gratitude is extended to the Salem Pre-school Board, Church Council, Faith for Life students, 
Naomi Circle, Rebecca Circle, Lydia Circle, Kappa Chi, Salem Churchmen, and Serendipity Bible study group. Thank you, 
one and all. 

    Any individual, family, or group is encouraged to volunteer to take a month to clean just one time.  The work goes quickly, 
and your ministry of service would be greatly appreciated.  Simply call Annette Doughty (309-446-3400) for information or to 
volunteer. 

Updated Salem Website is Online!
Salem's website has been updated, and look for additional changes in 2018! This new site brings the addition of a member 
portal where members will be able to update their contact information and view group pages. Please take a moment to update 
your contact information online at www.salemofpeoria.com/news. Log in information will be sent via email in 2018. Thank you!

Thank Yous!
Thank you for the wonderful cards and Christmas bags. Matthew really enjoyed the book he received.

Thank you,
Betty, Walter and Matthew Bennett

    Thank you for the beautiful basket that Nadine Willems and Marty Plunkett delivered.

Thank you,
Marge Gramm

Thank you for the gifts and card that came in the Christmas bags. 
Thank you!
Fran Riley

Thank you for the wonderful sack of goodies and cards. I wish everyone a Happy New Year.
Thank you,

Shirley Hornecker

Thank you for letting us use your space for our recent food bank days and Christmas party. We appreciate your 
hospitality. Thanks for helping us help adoptive families!

Thank you,
LSSI's Adoption Preservation Team

DISCIPLESHIP

2018 Flower Chart
The 2018 Flower Chart is now on display on the bulletin board in the narthex. If you wish to purchase flowers in honor or 
memory of a loved one, please write your name and the information by the week you would like, and then complete a separate 
Flower Reservation form for each date reserved. Please return this form and your payment to the church office.

     The cost for each week is $15. We are asking that all flower money be paid in advance. Please take an envelope and give 
it to the church office. Online sign-up is also available at www.salemofpeoria.com/flowers.

    Flower Chart reservation forms may be found in a folder on the bulletin board, the Salem website or the church office. All 
Sundays are available except April 1 (Easter), May 20 (Pentecost) and Monday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) and Tuesday, 
December 25 (Christmas Day).

    Thank you so much for placing flowers in the chancel for services at Salem in 2018. We are most appreciative of this gift 
to the church.

Fair Trade Sunday
There will not be a Fair Trade Sunday in January. If you need an item before the next Fair Trade Sunday (February 4), please 
contact Jennifer Gallas or Jennifer Gregg.

Eagle Scout Court of Honor for Aaron Grebner Set
The congregation is invited to attend Aaron Grebner’s Eagle Scout court of honor at 1pm on Sunday, January 7, 2018. The 
ceremony will be held in the sanctuary with a reception following in the social hall.

Anna/Esther Circle
The correct Anna/Esther Circle meeting date is on January 9, please note this correction to your January 2018 calendar.

Salem Churchmen Annual Meeting, Jan. 15
On Monday, January 15 at 7pm meet at Salem in the Lounge. On the agenda is discussion of events for 2018, and election of 
new members and leaders for the year. Then travel to Old Chicago for a celebration to kick-off the new year!

DISCIPLESHIP

Faith & Family Night 
with the Rivermen on 
Friday, January 26
On Friday, January 26, it is Faith & Family 
Night with the Rivermen. There is a game 
at 7:15pm with a post-game concert 
by The Afters immediately following 
the game. Sign up today so we may 
purchase tickets before they are gone! 

Questions please contact Leah Grebner.



Salem Lutheran Preschool  
... Growing Young People in Christ

For the past 42 years, Salem Lutheran Preschool 
has prepared young children for kindergarten in a 
fun and loving environment. Lifelong learners are 
fostered while helping each child grow physically, 
emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. 

Enrollment for the Fall of 2018 will begin soon. 
If you have any friends who are interested, 
please tell them to contact Preschool Director,  
Pam Machacek at 309-688-9212.
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