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Sunday School Christmas 
Program, Sunday, Dec. 17
All are invited to lunch and the Sunday school Christmas program on 
Sunday, December 17. Terri Gustafson will be making a delicious lunch of 
ham and macaroni and cheese for us to enjoy. The Bidne family is providing 
us with a Thrivent card so costs of the lunch are being underwritten. All 
donations to the lunch will be given to ELCA Good Gifts. A sign up is in the 
Welcome Center. Please sign up so we have accurate counts.

 Following the lunch at noon, 
the Sunday school children will 
be offering their gifts in telling the 
Christmas story. Come join the 
in the sanctuary as they lift their 
voices in Christmas songs and 
readings to tell this wondrous 
story. Our program this year is 
based on Martin Luther’s hymn, 
“From Heaven Above to Earth I 
Come,” and will have opportunities 
for the congregation to sing Christmas carols with the children.

 As Martin Luther wrote in the first verse of his hymn: “From heaven 
above to earth I come, to bear good news to every home; glad tiding of 
great joy I bring, whereof  I now will say, and sing.” 

 You are invited to share the joy and sing with the Sunday school 
children.



At its December 12 meeting, Salem’s 
Congregational Council learned that 
Pastor Dick Wehrs has been called 
by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America to serve as a regional manager 
of the ELCA Mission Investment Fund 
(MIF).  Pastor Dick has accepted 
that call; his last day at Salem will be 
Sunday, January 14, and he will begin 
the MIF position January 22.

 In a December 13 letter to the 
congregation, Pastor Wehrs explained 
that the MIF is the ELCA’s source for 
funding for congregations and other 
ministries doing capital improvement 
projects.  Such projects include new 
church facilities, renovations, and even 
the repurposing of existing facilities for 
new ministry programs.  MIF has over 
$560 million in assets, with the majority 
of that amount currently at work through 
some 800 loans to congregations, 
synods, and ELCA ministry partners.

 All interest earned on MIF loans 
becomes additional funds available for 
projects.

 In his new position, Pastor 
Dick will work with congregations, 
conferences, synods and other 
ministries in assessing their facilities 
needs, calculating financial capacity 

• Carla (sister of Jenne Schuller)

• Debi Smith (Laura Hartman's mother)

• Jack Grant, Jr.

• Frank Hernandez

• Amy Hoffman

• Jean Huprick and family

• Helen Johnson  (mother of Joan Creager)

• Ray (father-in-law of Pastor Dick)

• Ken as he battles cancer

• Theresa

• Tyth going through chemo

• Jean and Frank Yancick

for taking on projects, providing 
guidance in selecting architects and 
builders, and assisting with applying 
for MIF financing.  Other duties include 
informing individuals and groups about 
MIF investing opportunities; Salem 
Lutheran’s Endowment Fund, for 
example, has money invested with 
MIF. 

 Over the last 14 years, Pastor 
Dick has had considerable work 
experience with church capital 
improvement programs, doing work 
similar to that of the MIF position but 
also including fundraising, strategic 
planning, and stewardship education 
for congregations.  He has also worked 
with a number of other non-profits, 
including several arts organizations.

 MIF has seven regional manager 
positions covering the United States, 
each with a specific geographical 
territory.  Pastor Dick will be active 
throughout Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, 
Michigan and Wisconsin.  While he will 
have occasional duties at the ELCA 
Churchwide offices in Chicago, his 
primary base of operations will be his 
home-based office in Peoria. 
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Prayer Requests
Please pray for
• The men and women of our  
  armed forces

• Military overseas - Col. Darnell Salley

• Midwest Food Bank

• Kim Ascherl and her family

• Natalee Arff

• Bryan Baker (Tammy Lott's 
  brother-in-law)

• Norma Behrends

• Bonnie (cousin of JoAnn Misselhorn)

• Trude Boodt

Pastor Wehrs Called to ELCA Position



Pastoral Emergency Number: 
In case of emergency a pastor is 

available at: 309-679-7708
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SUN., DEC 17: 8AM & 
10:45AM
Worship
SUN., DEC 17: 9:15AM
Education Hour, Kappa Chi 
Christmas Party
SUN., DEC 17: 12PM
Sunday School Christmas Lunch 
and Program
MON., DEC 18: 9:30AM
TOPS Meeting
MON., DEC 18: 6:30PM
Salem Churchmen at Lariat Club
TUES., DEC 19: 10AM
Staff Meeting
TUES., DEC 19: 7PM
Property and Finance Meeting
TUES., DEC 19: 7PM
Service of Solace
WED., DEC 20: 8AM
Men's Prayer Breakfast
WED., DEC 20: 9:30AM
Quilters
WED., DEC 20: 6PM
Salem PreK Christmas Program
WED., DEC 20: 6:30PM
Faith for Life
WED., DEC 20: 7PM
Serendipity
THURS., DEC 21: 9:30AM
Bible Study
THURS., DEC 21: 6PM
Sanctuary Bells
THURS., DEC 21: 7PM
Sanctuary Choir
FRI. DEC 22: 12PM
Office Closed at Noon
SUN., DEC 24: 9:30AM
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Worship
SUN., DEC 24: 4:30PM
Christmas Eve Service
SUN., DEC 24: 10:30PM
Christmas Eve Service
MON., DEC 25: 9:30AM
Christmas Day Service
MON., DEC 25
Office Closed

THIS WEEK

An Advent Service of Hope and Healing, 
Tues., Dec. 19 at 7pm in the Faith Chapel
The Service of Solace is an Advent service especially for those who find the “joyous” 
holiday season difficult due to grief, loss,  familial conflict, or estrangement. The 
service includes the opportunities for those who so desire, to come forward for an 
anointing for healing and for a candle lighting of remembrance. If you have a friend 
for whom you think this service would be meaningful, please consider inviting and 
accompanying them to the service. For more information, please contact one of the 
pastors. 
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CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRIES

KAPPA CHI COOKIE WALK

Worship Participants Needed!
Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday this year, and we need worship participants (acolytes, crucifiers, ushers, lectors, and 
sound board operators) for all Christmas services.  Salem volunteers are needed for December 24: 9:30am; Christmas 
Eve: 4:30pm and 10:30pm; Christmas Day: 9:30am; and December 31: 9:30am. Please contact Matt Bastian 
(mbastian@salemofpeoria.com) if you are available.

New! PRIMETIME Children's Ministries
Family meal time is PRIMETIME for children and families and we believe church 
time is also PRIMETIME! Pre-Kindergartners through 5th graders are invited to 
come to PRIMETIME Children’s Ministries at Salem on Wednesdays from 5:30pm 
– 6pm, immediately followed by our Breaking Bread meal at 6pm beginning on 
Wednesday, January 10.

 There will still be singing but also much more.  We will use our hands and feet 
and hearts and voices to celebrate being a part of God’s Family as we grow in 
Christ to love and serve!  You do NOT have to be a singer to enjoy PRIMETIME!  
Come, give it a try! Questions? Please contact PRIMETIME ministry directors Jill 
Goldhammer or Amy Schroeder. We look forward to seeing you at PRIMETIME on 
Wednesday, January 10 at 5:30pm. We will meet in the youth room on the first floor 
near the pre-school classrooms.

Kappa Chi hosted their annual Cookie Walk on Sunday, December 10. Thank you for your 
cookie donations and purchases! Your purchased will help 17 students and six adult leaders 
participate in the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston. $1500 was raised from this December 
fundraiser.  Thank you!
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Salem’s Financial Stats & Facts

Month of November, 2017       
General Fund Budget Actual Difference
November income  $54,562  $51,784   ($2,778)
Expenses  $55,898  $55,244      $654
Net Income (Loss)   ($1,336)   ($3,461)

Year-to-Date, 2017       
General Fund Budget Actual Difference
Income  $600,648 $561,897 ($38,751)
Expenses  $614,878 $622,411   ($7,533)
Net Income (Loss)   ($14,230)   ($60,514)  

Average Weekly Worship Attendance
November 2017  225
November 2016  234

November Giving: Good, Not-So-Good News
The good news?  Salem’s giving in November 2017 exceeded that of November 2016 by roughly $14,000, 
representing an increase of over 35%.  The not-so-good news, however, is that income for last month still fell 
short of actual expenses by $3461.  Expenses for the month were slightly below what was budgeted, though 
year-to-date expenses are tracking somewhat over budget, to the tune of $7533 to date.  Facilities-related 
costs are the primary issue.

December & Year-End Giving a Critical Need
With our operating expenses through November about $60,500 behind income, December giving and year-
end gifts to Salem are essential, if we’re to end the year well.  Since 2011, Salem members have given an 
average of $76,757 in December; if we hit that average, and expenses are on-budget as expected, we’ll end 
2017 with a $40,000 deficit.  Interestingly, that $40,000 has been a number that has appeared each of the 
last two years as well; in 2015, it was mostly made up through a year-end appeal, and in 2016, it was avoided 
through a secondary appeal in the early months of the year. 

 At this point, special over-and-above gifts given yet in 2017 are the only way for us to end the year in the 
black, or at least reduce the amount of debt we carry into 2018.  The Council is already contemplating a very 
significant reduction for 2018’s expenses as a way to balance next year’s budget, but carrying a debt forward 
will only make that task even more challenging.

 Making adjustments to staffing, including how the pastoral staff will look during the upcoming pastoral 
vacancy, will require careful and wise discernment from the Council.  Your prayers are requested as they go 
about that work.



“Thinking of You” Christmas Greetings Bags
Let’s let our members know they’re remembered by filling and delivering Christmas 
bags! The bags will be in the Welcome Center through December 17. These 
Christmas greeting are sure to be cherished by those who are now unable to attend 
worship and activities on a regular basis.

 Members to receive bags are: Mary Ackelson, Marian Anderson, Walt 
Anderson, Walter & Betty Bennett and Matthew, Carl and Helen Buerger, Walter 
and Ruby Chelgren, Marge Gramm, Vi Gruber, Berthena Hayes, Ron Hipple, Bev 
Holmes, Shirley Hornecker, John Johnson, Bea Kent, Major and Ruth Landes, 
Carl Lindquist, Jo Nolde, Lillian Ries, Fran Riley, John and Marge Ryberg, Irene 
Sawatzky, and Dean Schmidt. 

 Would you like to be the bearer of these cheery greetings? There is also 
a sign-up sheet for those willing to deliver the bags after second service December 
17 through Christmas.
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SENIOR MINISTRIES

MUSIC MINISTRIES
A Wonderful Opportunity
Salem is blessed with so much musical talent. Here is a great opportunity for those gifts to be shared.

 Each Christmas Eve service (4:30pm and 10:30pm) will feature a 20-30 minute prelude by our members. The 4:30pm 
service will be an opportunity for the youth to be showcased, and for the first time in many years, the 10:30pm service will 
showcase our adult musical gifts.

 If you are a singer or instrumentalist, please consider offering your gifts during the prelude. Please contact Marcia 
Richardson at mrichardson@salemofpeoria.com to be included in this opportunity. Thank you and bless us all with a willing 
heart.

Planning to Make a Year-End Charitable 
Contribution to Salem?
Thanks so much to those who have already made a special gift to Salem at the close of 2017. It’s a real blessing to our ministry 
together.

 Such a gift can also be beneficial in easing your tax burden! If you are planning a gift to offset 2017 income, you’ll want to 
be aware of the official rules from the IRS: “Donors must deliver or mail checks on or by December 31, 2017, in order to claim 
a charitable contribution deduction for 2017. Checks that are placed in the church offering on the first Sunday of 2018 will not 
qualify for a charitable contribution deduction in 2017, even if the check is pre-dated to 2017 or was actually written in 2017. 
However, checks that are written, mailed and post-marked in 2017 will be deductible in 2017 though they are not received by 
a church until 2018.”

 Thank you for keeping these things in mind as you plan your giving, and blessings and peace on your New Year ahead!
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Christmas Poinsettias Orders Due December 17
To beautify the Sanctuary on Christmas Eve and on Christmas Day, and to honor or remember loved ones at Christmas time, 
Salem offers members the opportunity to order a poinsettia through the church. The poinsettias are purchased by the church 
office and may be picked up or the church will arrange for them to be delivered to homebound members on Christmas Day 
following the 9:30am worship service. 

 Blank order forms will be available in the church pews. The cost for each poinsettia is $10.50, and your payment must 
accompany the order. All poinsettia orders must be into the church office no later than December 17.

Salem Churchmen
All men are invited to attend the December 18 meeting at the Lariat Club at 6:30pm. Dinner will be followed by the monthly 
meeting and white elephant gift exchange. Please bring a gift around $10 to exchange.

2018 Flower Chart
The 2018 Flower Chart is now on display on the bulletin board in the narthex. If you wish to purchase flowers in honor or 
memory of a loved one, please write your name and the information by the week you would like, and then complete a separate 
Flower Reservation form for each date reserved. Please return this form and your payment to the church office.
The cost for each week is $15. We are asking that all flower money be paid in advance. Please take an envelope and give it 
to the church office. Online sign-up is also available.

 Flower Chart reservation forms may be found in a folder on the bulletin board, the Salem website or the church office. All 
Sundays are available except April 1 (Easter), May 20 (Pentecost) and Monday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) and Tuesday, 
December 25 (Christmas Day).

 Thank you so much for placing flowers in the chancel for services at Salem in 2018. We are most appreciative of this gift 
to the church.

Sign-up today! Faith & Family Night with the 
Rivermen, Jan. 26
On Friday, January 26, it is Faith & Family Night with the Rivermen. There is a game at 7:15pm with a post-game concert by 
The Afters immediately following the game. Sign-up today so we may purchase tickets before they are gone!

DISCIPLESHIP

Dear Rebecca Circle Members,
Thank you to my friends in Salem's Rebecca Circle. Your gift of holiday cheer filled with happy surprises will 
be enjoyed for many days to come. My Christmas Blessings to you.
 Sincerely,

Bea Kent

Dear Friends in Christ,
Thank you for your recent gift of $1,700 to Lutheran Social Service of Illinois. We are grateful to your congregation for 
investing in the well-being of all Illinois citizens, offering people the opportunity to reach their full, God-given potential. 

Peace and Prayers,
David P. Novak, JD, Vice President , Advancement
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The Beginning
The sun will be rising it is nearly dawn,

The stable is quiet for the shepherds have gone, 

The baby is sleeping and his parents are, too,

Exhausted by the journey and what did ensue,

The family needs rest for what's only begun,

The "Journey of Life" for God's only Son.
by Luan Borquist

Invitation to Worship!
Christmas worship invitations are located 
at the Narthex, Welcome Center and in 
the pews. Invite a friend to worship with 
you or your family this Christmas. There 
is a place for them here!


