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Ribbon or yarn
Tape and/or glue stick
Scissors
Printed copy of banner letters (for rounded letters print pages 2-5, for square letters print pages 6-9)
Optional: Colored paper to back printed letters on

Burying the Alleluia
The practice of abstaining from saying "alleluia" is another Lenten tradition that connects back to the fasting practice of Lent. Alleluia
means "God be praised" and is often used in celebration and worship. By removing this word from our regular worship, we welcome
the more solemn nature of Lent. Churches who choose to do this often refer to this practice as burying the alleluia. In years past we've
done this by filling our worship on the Sunday before Ash Wednesday with hymns and liturgy plentiful in alleluias. Then, at the close of
service, our children and youth remove all our banners and vestments (altar decorations) that reference this joyous word while a dirge
type song is sang or played. The alleluia is then welcomed in on Easter morning as we greet the Risen Christ with joy and gladness. 

For those wanting to add this tradition to their home practice this year we've created a couple options for printable banners you can
make with just a few things you might already have around the house. 

What you'll need: 

Instructions: Color in the letters and/or shapes around the letters. Cut out the circles or squares, and if desired tape or glue on a
colored or patterned paper then cut out again leaving a inch to half inch colored or patterned frame around the shape.  Lay the letters
out in order, leaving a small gap between letters. Tape your yarn or ribbon to the back of the letters creating a banner that can be
hung in your home (ribbon/yarn can also be taped or glued between the optional background and printed shape to provide a more
finished look). Hang the banner in a special place in your home where everyone can see it (or have each kid make one for their own
room).  Before bedtime on the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday take the banner down and put it somewhere special/safe to keep it
until Easter.

Take it further: Turn this craft into a family devotion moment; take turns writing or drawing reasons for your Alleluias this season.
What are you giving thanks to God for at this moment in your life?
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