
The Color of Compromise  
Week 7 | Chapter 7 

 
1. When you think about Racism, do you tend to think about it as a Southern phenomenon? Why, 

or why not?  
2. Many denominations experienced schism as a result of race. How did race impact the LCMS? 

What do we know, or not know, about our own Lutheran history and race?  
3. The division between “social justice” and “preaching the Gospel” is one created in such a fashion 

that, depending on your perspective, allows you to be “right.” What can the whole church learn 
from the Black church’s response to this artificial division?  

4. The Great Migration was a stress on the North. How did people respond? Why? How can the 
Church respond to moments of mass social upheaval and change?  

5. Every region has racism. What is the history of Racism in our city or state?  
6. Paternalism is mentioned in the book as a form of Racism. Often, paternalism plays out as a 

“white savior” relative to disadvantaged people of color – that is, doing something for someone 
of another race because of, perhaps, pity toward them. Different people have different views on 
this – some think that as long as there is good being done it is acceptable, if not preferable. 
Others view it as a continued dehumanization of people of color. How have you seen white 
Christians acting in a paternalistic manner towards black Christians (or others)?  
 
 
 
Reflections on the Word and Jesus:  
 
Read Luke 10:25-37. What insight does it have about protecting others in pain? How does that 
influence an approach to racial justice?  
 
Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3. What insight is given about the importance of loving others? How 
does that come to bear on issues of racial justice?  
 
Read 1 John 4:7-8. What wisdom is there for loving one another as God does? How does that 
help how we approach racial justice?  
 
In what ways has Jesus called us to promote justice and equity today? How can our 
community(ies) do this? What does this matter to Jesus?  
 


