
THE PASSION OF JESUS 
John 17 

The ___________ passion of Jesus 

 

 

Who ______________ 

 

 

The role of ____________ 

 

 

Joining in Jesus’ ____________ praying 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READ. REFLECT. RESPOND. REMEMBER.  

I am deeply indebted to the writings of Debie Thomas for the word 
today. I read an essay of hers that incorporated the reading from 
John and more, and said to myself this is the message.  

To revisit this moment in John’s Gospel at the end of the season of 
Easter is to invite reflection on what we have been freed by the 
Resurrection of Jesus to do – to love. To ask. To pray. To care. It is in 
some ways like singing a Christmas Hymn on Easter, or really, 
anytime outside of Christmas – it is jarring, but the good kind. The 
right kind of jarring. The celebrated child comes to us with a point, 
and indeed some Christmas Hymns will point there, that nails, spear 
shall pierce him through, the Cross be born for me and you. Hail, 
hail the Word made flesh. But we are jarred by this word as the plea 
of Jesus for His people to be one, but to indeed be one in Him and 
through Him, especially in our age of disunity both religiously and 
civilly. Read John 17.  

Reflect:  

At the heart of Jesus is our belonging to God – to being of God. In 
what ways have you lived this belonging to God in your life? What 
ways do you aspire to?  

Respond:  

Jesus invites us have the full measure of His joy within us. What 
ways can the Church, and the people of the Church, cultivate the joy 
of Jesus?  

Remember:  

“My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you 
protect them from the evil one.” John 17:15 


