
 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
May 16, 2021 

Prelude 

Hymn:  Christ is the World’s Redeemer    Lutheran Service Book 539 

Announcements 

Invocation (Please stand) 

P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen.  

Offering of Confession 

P: God, we believe you have called us to unity, but often we have isolated ourselves from others, 
C: God, forgive us for the times we have turned our backs on those who are different. 

P: God, we believe you have called us to live together as one body, 
C: God, forgive us for the times we have created division within your worldwide church. 

P: God, we believe you ask us to look, listen, and learn from others, 
C: God, forgive us for the times we have ridiculed and attacked those with different viewpoints. 

P: God, we believe you ask us to accept and seek to understand all who are called by your name, 
C: Forgive us for the times we have offended you by failing to love others as we do ourselves. 

P: God, we believe you call us to be one even as you are one, 
C: Forgive us for the disunity we have harbored and make us one. 
 
(Silence for Reflection)  
 
P: God and Creator of all humankind, your son Jesus Christ prayed that your church might be one 

even as you, our God, are one. May you renew our minds and rekindle your love in our hearts, so 
that by the power of the Spirit, we might find the Oneness that you intend for us. 

Gift of Absolution  

P: Through Jesus we enter into a unity with our one God, we are joined into a God who shows us 
community in three persons, a creative God who has given shape to life, beauty and diversity, and 



in whom we are loved, so that we may live in Him. In the merciful forgiveness of God, Father, the  
Son and Holy Spirit, we are forgiven and set free. 

C:  Amen.  

Collect 

P: Let us pray,  
Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of your Son overcame the old order 
of sin and death to make all things new in him: grant that we, being dead to sin and alive to you in 
Jesus Christ, may reign with him in glory; to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be praise and 
honor, glory and might, now and in all eternity. 

C: Amen.  

Sharing the Peace of the Lord 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always! 
C: And also with you! 

P: We greet one another in the peace of the Lord.   

You are welcome to greet each other as forgiven brothers and sisters in Jesus, in the sanctuary, in your 
homes and in our chat, or send a text to someone you know sharing the peace of Jesus is for them. 

 
(Please be seated)   

Readings 

A Reading from Acts 1:12-26 

12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s 
walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. 
Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; 
James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They all joined together 
constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 
15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a hundred and 
twenty) 16 and said, “Brothers and sisters, the Scripture had to be fulfilled in which the Holy Spirit spoke 
long ago through David concerning Judas, who served as guide for those who arrested Jesus. 17 He was 
one of our number and shared in our ministry.” 
18 (With the payment he received for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell headlong, his 
body burst open and all his intestines spilled out. 19 Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they 
called that field in their language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 
20 “For,” said Peter, “it is written in the Book of Psalms: 

“‘May his place be deserted; 
    let there be no one to dwell in it,’ 

and, 

“‘May another take his place of leadership.’ 



21 Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole time the Lord 
Jesus was living among us, 22 beginning from John’s baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from 
us. For one of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection.” 
23 So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and Matthias. 24 Then 
they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which of these two you have chosen 25 to take 
over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs.” 26 Then they cast lots, and the lot 
fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles. 

A: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
A Reading from 1 John 5:9-15 
9 We accept human testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which 
he has given about his Son. 10 Whoever believes in the Son of God accepts this testimony. Whoever 
does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because they have not believed the testimony God 
has given about his Son. 11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you 
have eternal life. 14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything 
according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that 
we have what we asked of him. 

A: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
(Please stand)  
 
A: The Holy Gospel according St. John, the 17th Chapter.  
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has 
been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 
13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have 
the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your word and the world has hated 
them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take 
them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even 
as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I 
have sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 

A: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
(Please be seated) 

Children’s Message 

Song: In Christ Alone 



Sermon 

Hymn:  I Love Your Kingdom, Lord      Lutheran Service Book 651 

 (Please stand) 

P: Let us confess our faith together using the words of the Nicene Creed. 
C: I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers 

A: Lord in Your mercy 
C: Hear our prayer. 

P: Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray,  



ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Preface 

P:  The Lord be with you.  
C:  And also with you.  

P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord.  

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

P: It is truly good, right and salutary… evermore praising you and saying,  
C: Holy Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna in the 

highest. Blessed in He who comes in the name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest.  

Words of Institution 

(Please be seated) 

Distribution 

Post Communion Collect (Please stand)  

P: Let us pray.  
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 
in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  

Benediction 

A: Go in peace and serve the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God!  

Song: Death Was Arrested 
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