
 

4th Sunday of Easter 
April 25, 2021 

 

Prelude 

Song: Everlasting God 

Announcements 

Invocation 

P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen.  

Offering of Confession 

P: Lord, like a shepherd, You never stop searching for Your people, Your care for us anticipates our 
need. Before we recognized we needed Your grace, in love, Jesus gave His life for our forgiveness. 

C: We confess that we need Your forgiveness, we confess our sins: You are the shepherd and we are 
Your flock, but we admit the times we have tried to take Your place and take control ourselves. 
We admit that we have not always trusted Your good news to be good for us. At times we have 
pleaded with You to care for us, but we have held back from caring for others and ignored the 
needs of others. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Forgive us in the name of Jesus. 
Loving shepherd, teach us by the Holy Spirit to follow You in the days and places of the weeks 
ahead. 
Through Jesus Christ we pray, Amen.  

Gift of Absolution  

P: In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus was given to die for us and forgive us all our sins. As a called 
and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name 
of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. May we hear his voice spoken into our lives 
and our world.   

C: Amen 
  



Collect 

P: Let us pray,  
Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of Your sheep, 
grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls 
us each by name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  

Sharing the Peace of the Lord 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always! 
C: And also with you! 

P: We greet one another in the peace of the Lord.   

You are welcome to greet each other as forgiven brothers and sisters in Jesus, in your homes and in our 
chat, or send a text to someone you know sharing the peace of Jesus is for them.  

Readings 

A Reading from Acts 4:1–12 

4 The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and John while 
they were speaking to the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching 
the people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 3 They seized Peter and John and, 
because it was evening, they put them in jail until the next day. 4 But many who heard the message 
believed; so the number of men who believed grew to about five thousand. 
5 The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high 
priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others of the high priest’s family. 7 They 
had Peter and John brought before them and began to question them: “By what power or what name 
did you do this?” 
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! 9 If we are being 
called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are being asked how 
he was healed, 10 then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you 
healed. 11 Jesus is 

“‘the stone you builders rejected, 
    which has become the cornerstone.’ 

12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by 
which we must be saved.” 

A: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

A Reading from 1 John 3:16–24 
16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our 
lives for our brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in 



need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person?18 Dear children, let us not 
love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 
19 This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in his 
presence: 20 If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and he knows 
everything. 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God22 and 
receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do what pleases him. 23 And 
this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he 
commanded us. 24 The one who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And this is how 
we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us 

A: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
A: The Holy Gospel according St. John, the 10th Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not 
the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep 
and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a 
hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 
14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the Father knows me 
and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this 
sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and 
one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up 
again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down 
and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.” 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to you, O Christ.  

Children’s Message 

Hymn: The King of Love My Shepherd Is  Lutheran Service Book 709 

Sermon 

P: Let us confess our faith together using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 
sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Song: That’s Why We Praise Him 



Prayers 

A: Lord in Your mercy 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 
P: As our Shepherd leads us, we pray,  
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

A: Go in peace and serve the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God!  

Hymn: Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free Lutheran Service Book 473 
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