Third Sunday of Easter
April 18, 2021
Prelude
Hymn: With High Delight Let Us Unite
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Announcements
Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Offering of Confession
P: Lord God, our maker and our redeemer, this is your world and we are your people: come among us
and save us.
P: We have willfully misused your gifts of creation; Lord, be merciful:
C: forgive us our sin.
P: We have seen the ill-treatment of others and have not gone to their aid; Lord, be merciful:
C: forgive us our sin.
P: We have condoned evil and dishonesty and failed to strive for justice; Lord, be merciful:
C: forgive us our sin.
P: We have heard the good news of Christ, but have failed to share it with others; Lord, be merciful:
C: forgive us our sin.
P: We have not loved you with all our heart, nor our neighbors as ourselves; Lord, be merciful:
C: forgive us our sin.
Gift of Absolution
P: May God who loved the world so much that he sent his Son to be our Savior forgive us our sins and
make us holy to serve him in the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. By His Grace we are forgiven
and set free.
C: Amen.
Collect
P: Let us pray,
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways
and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the

unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Sharing the Peace of the Lord
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always!
C: And also with you!
P: We greet one another in the peace of the Lord.
You are welcome to greet each other as forgiven brothers and sisters in Jesus, in the sanctuary, in your
homes and in our chat, or send a text to someone you know sharing the peace of Jesus is for them.
Readings
A Reading from Acts 3:11–21
11 While

the man held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came running to them
in the place called Solomon’s Colonnade. 12 When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Fellow Israelites,
why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made
this man walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant
Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided
to let him go. 14 You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to
you. 15 You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. 16 By
faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and
the faith that comes through him that has completely healed him, as you can all see.
17 “Now,

fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. 18 But this is how God
fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Messiah would suffer. 19 Repent,
then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the
Lord, 20 and that he may send the Messiah, who has been appointed for you—even Jesus. 21 Heaven
must receive him until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago through
his holy prophets.
A: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
A Reading from 1 John 3:1–7
3 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that
is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now
we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when
Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 All who have this hope in him purify
themselves, just as he is pure.
4 Everyone

who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5 But you know that he appeared so that
he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. 6 No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one
who continues to sin has either seen him or known him.
7 Dear

children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does what is right is righteous, just as
he is righteous.

A: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
A: The Holy Gospel according St. Luke, the 24 th Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
36 While

they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be
with you.”
37 They

were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you
troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch
me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.”
40 When

he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not believe it
because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a
piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their presence.
44 He

said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is
written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”
45 Then

he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is
written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are
witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city
until you have been clothed with power from on high.”
A: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Message
Song: Man of Sorrows
Sermon
P: Let us confess our faith together using the words of the Nicene Creed.
C: I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Hymn: The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done
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Prayers
A: Lord in Your mercy
C: Hear our prayer.
P: Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray,
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.
Preface
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P: It is truly good, right and salutary… evermore praising you and saying,
C: Holy Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna in the
highest. Blessed in He who comes in the name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest.
Words of Institution
Distribution
Benediction

A: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
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