First Sunday in Lent
February 21, 2021
Prelude
Hymn: A Mighty Fortress
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Announcements
Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Offering of Confession
P: Most Gracious God,
C: We do not always see the ways that you provide for us. We have not always listened when you
speak to us. We have missed your promises and failed to hear that your voice is proclaiming love for
us. Hear us Lord, that by your Spirit our repentance may be a turn toward your grace, instead of
living with the merciless nature of sin within us and around us. For the sake of your Son, who took
on our nature to bring us into yours. Amen.
Gift of Absolution
P: In the mercy of God, Jesus was born for us and walked among us. That the voice He has heard would
be the voice for all to hear, that our wandering is forgiven, our trust is secure, that we are loved as
children of the same Father as Him. Receive the mercy of God, that in the name of the Father, and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, you are forgiven and set free.
C: Amen.
Collect
O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them to the promised
land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of
this world toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Sharing the Peace of the Lord

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always!
C: And also with you!
P: We greet one another in the peace of the Lord.
You are welcome to greet each other as forgiven brothers and sisters in Jesus, in the sanctuary, in your
homes and in our chat, or send a text to someone you know sharing the peace of Jesus is for them.
Readings
A Reading from Genesis 22:1–18
22

Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!”

“Here I am,” he replied.
2

Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of
Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.”
3

Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his servants
and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God
had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 He said
to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then
we will come back to you.”
6

Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried
the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father
Abraham, “Father?”
“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied.
“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”
8

Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the two
of them went on together.
9

When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the
wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached
out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called out to him from
heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!”
“Here I am,” he replied.
12

“Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God,
because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.”
13

Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took
the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place The
LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.”
15

The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and said, “I swear by myself,
declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I

will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on
the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and through your
offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.”
A: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
A Reading from James 1:12–18:
12

Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive
the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him.
13

When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor
does he tempt anyone; 14 but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil
desire and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is fullgrown, gives birth to death.
16

Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming
down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 18 He chose to
give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.
A: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
A: The Holy Gospel according St. Mark, the 1st Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
9

At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 Just as
Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on
him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well
pleased.”
12

At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 13 and he was in the wilderness forty days, being
tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him.
14

After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15 “The time
has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!”
A: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Message
Song: “Beautiful Things”
Sermon
P: Let us confess our faith together using the words of the Nicene Creed.
C: I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life  of the world to come. Amen.
Song: “Lord I Need You”
Prayers
A: Lord in Your mercy
C: Hear our prayer.
P: Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray,
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.
Preface
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P: It is truly good, right and salutary… evermore praising you and saying,
C: Holy Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna in the
highest. Blessed in He who comes in the name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest.
Words of Institution
Distribution
“This Dust”
Benediction
A: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
Hymn: O Christ You Walked the Road
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