
Ash Wednesday Service 
February 17, 2021 | St. Stephanus Lutheran Church 

 

Prelude 
(Please stand) 

 
Invocation: 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  

Reading & Confession Litany 

Psalm 51:1-13 
Pastor: 1 Have mercy on me, O God, 
    according to your unfailing love; 
according to your great compassion 
    blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash away all my iniquity 
    and cleanse me from my sin. 
3 For I know my transgressions, 
    and my sin is always before me. 
4 Against you, you only, have I sinned 
    and done what is evil in your sight; 
so you are right in your verdict 
    and justified when you judge. 
5 Surely I was sinful at birth, 
    sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
6 Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; 
    you taught me wisdom in that secret place. 
7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 
    wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 
    let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 
9 Hide your face from my sins 
    and blot out all my iniquity. 
10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
    and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me from your presence 
    or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
    and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 



13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 
    so that sinners will turn back to you. 
People: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen 

Pastor:  Brothers and Sisters: God created us to experience joy in communion with him, with 
all humanity, and to live in harmony with all of his creation. But sin separates us from 
God, our neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator 
intended for us. By our sin we grieve God, who does not desire us to come under his 
judgement, but that we turn to him and live. 

  As disciples of the Lord Jesus we are called to struggle against everything that leads us 
away from love of God and neighbor. Repentance, fasting, prayer and works of love – 
the disciplines of Lent – help us to wage our spiritual warfare. I invite you, therefore, 
to commit yourselves to this struggle, and confess your sins, asking God for strength 
to persevere in your Lenten discipline. 

  Most Holy and Merciful Father: 
People: We confess to you and to one another, and to the whole communion of saints in 

heaven and on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in thought, word, and 
deed; by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

Pastor: We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others, as we have been 
forgiven. 

People: Have mercy on us, Lord. 

Pastor: We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to 
the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

People: Have mercy on us, Lord. 

Pastor: We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness. The pride, hypocrisy, and 
impatience in our lives, 

People: we confess to you, Lord. 

Pastor: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways and our exploitation of other people, 
People: we confess to you, Lord. 

Pastor: Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more fortunate than 
ourselves,  

People: we confess to you, Lord. 

Pastor: Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in daily life 
and work, 

People: we confess to you, Lord. 

Pastor: Our negligence in prayer and worship and our failure to live out the faith that is in us, 



People: we confess to you, Lord. 

Pastor: Accept our repentance, Lord, for wrongs we have done, for blindness to human need 
and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 

People: accept our repentance, Lord. 

Pastor: For all false judgements, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and for our 
prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, 

People: accept our repentance, Lord. 

Pastor: For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who 
come after us, 

People: accept our repentance, Lord. 

Pastor: Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 
People: Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great.  Amen. 

(The congregation may be seated) 

The Imposition of Ashes – (Those wishing to participate are encouraged to come to the head of 
the aisle at this time. Dust will not be fashioned in a cross, but sprinkled upon your 
forehead. Please assist Pastor by moving your hair to the side).  

 
Music 

(Please stand) 

Pastor: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
People: that we may show forth your glory in the world. 

Pastor: By the cross and passion of your Son, our Lord, 
People: bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

Pastor: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of sinners 
but rather that they may turn from their wickedness and live. Therefore, we implore 
him to grant us true repentance and his Holy Spirit, that those things may please him 
which we do on this day, that the rest of our life may be pure and holy, and that at the 
last we may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

(Silence for reflection) 

Prayer of the Day 
Almighty and everliving God, you hate nothing you have made and you forgive the sins of all 
who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, 
we may obtain from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 



(Please be seated) 

Hymn: “From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee” Lutheran Service Book 607 

Lessons 
A Reading from Joel 2:1-2, 12-17: 

1 Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
    sound the alarm on my holy hill. 

Let all who live in the land tremble, 
    for the day of the Lord is coming. 
It is close at hand— 
2 

    a day of darkness and gloom, 
    a day of clouds and blackness. 
Like dawn spreading across the mountains 
    a large and mighty army comes, 
such as never was in ancient times 
    nor ever will be in ages to come. 
12 “Even now,” declares the Lord, 
    “return to me with all your heart, 
    with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 
13 Rend your heart 
    and not your garments. 
Return to the Lord your God, 
    for he is gracious and compassionate, 
slow to anger and abounding in love, 
    and he relents from sending calamity. 
14 Who knows? He may turn and relent 
    and leave behind a blessing— 
grain offerings and drink offerings 
    for the Lord your God. 
15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, 
    declare a holy fast, 
    call a sacred assembly. 
16 Gather the people, 
    consecrate the assembly; 
bring together the elders, 
    gather the children, 
    those nursing at the breast. 
Let the bridegroom leave his room 
    and the bride her chamber. 
17 Let the priests, who minister before the Lord, 
    weep between the portico and the altar. 



Let them say, “Spare your people, Lord. 
    Do not make your inheritance an object of scorn, 
    a byword among the nations. 
Why should they say among the peoples, 
    ‘Where is their God?’” 

A: This is the Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

A Reading from 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10: 
20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through 
us.We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to 
be sin[a] for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

6 As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. 2 For he says, 

“In the time of my favor I heard you, 
    and in the day of salvation I helped you.”[b] 
I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation. 

3 We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our ministry will not be 
discredited.4 Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great 
endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; 5 in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard 
work, sleepless nights and hunger; 6 in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy 
Spirit and in sincere love; 7 in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of 
righteousness in the right hand and in the left; 8 through glory and dishonor, bad report and 
good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; 9 known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and 
yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; 10 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making 
many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

A: This is the Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

A: The Holy Gospel according St. Matthew, the 6th Chapter.  
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
5 “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the 
synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received 
their reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your 
Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward 
you. 7 And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard 
because of their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you 
need before you ask him. 



A: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
People: Praise to you, O Christ.  

Hymn: “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days” Lutheran Service Book 418 

Sermon  

     (Please Stand)  

Apostles’ Creed 

Pastor: Let us confess our faith together using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Sacrament of the Altar 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you.  
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  
People: We lift them to the Lord.  
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
Pastor: It is truly good, right and salutary… evermore praising you and saying,  
People: Holy Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna 

in the highest. Blessed in He who comes in the name of the Lord, Hosanna in the 
highest.  

Pastor: Led by Jesus and trusting in grace, we pray,  
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

(Please be seated) 

Distribution 

(Distribution will be in a continuous fashion. Please allow six feet of space between your family 



group and the group ahead of you). 
Music 

(Please stand) 

Benediction 

Pastor: Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
 

(Please exit the church through the door marked for exit, unless you need to use the lift). 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of Lent. A season of repentance and renewal. 
A time in which Christians consider the meaning of their baptism into Christ and his church. 
During this service we are invited to receive the imposition of ashes upon our foreheads. The 

ashes are accompanied by some sobering words, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you 
shall return.” 

 
These words remind us that our entire existence is animated by the life, death and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. The ashes remind us that as mortals one day our family and friends will 
stand beside our grave and hear the words, “Ashes to ashes and dust to dust.” But the symbolism 
of the ashes does not stop there, because just as in the ancient world ashes were used to cleanse 

in the absence of soap, and fields were burned to give opportunity for new life, so the promise of 
cleansing and new life come to us through the power and promise of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 


