The Transfiguration of Our Lord
February 14, 2021
Prelude
Song: How He Loves
Announcements
Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Offering of Confession
P: God of Mercy and Grace, you come to us in Jesus of Nazareth to break down the dividing walls of
hostility between us: Yet we maintain walls that separate and isolate.
C: Shine in us Lord
P: You give us the ministry of reconciliation: Yet we nurse our wounds and withhold mercy and
forgiveness. You bless our lives with boundless love: Yet we fail to witness to that love, and so keep
others from knowing you.
C: Shine in us Lord
P: You invite us to join with Peter, James, and John on the mountain of Transfiguration: Yet we deny
the wonders you have worked in our own lives. You ask us to acknowledge and share our wealth: Yet
we refuse to recognize and relieve the poverty around us.
C: Shine in us Lord
All: Forgive our selfishness, we pray. Transform us by your Spirit and your Word into that which
pleases you, the image of Christ. Amen.
Gift of Absolution
P: Jesus admonished Peter, James, and John not to tell of what they witnessed on the mountain until
he was resurrected. But we can tell what we have seen and heard of God’s glory! Here is the good
news: Jesus lives! He is raised! And in the name of God, the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit, we are
forgiven! Go, share the vision of a radiant God. In this God is well pleased!
C: Amen.
Sharing the Peace of the Lord
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always!

C: And also with you!
P: We greet one another in the peace of the Lord.
You are welcome to greet each other as forgiven brothers and sisters in Jesus, in your homes and in our
chat, or send a text to someone you know sharing the peace of Jesus is for them.
Readings
A Reading from 2 Kings 2:1–12:
2 When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their
way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; the Lord has sent me to Bethel.”
But Elisha said, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to
Bethel.
3 The

company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and asked, “Do you know that the Lord is
going to take your master from you today?”
“Yes, I know,” Elisha replied, “so be quiet.”
4 Then

Elijah said to him, “Stay here, Elisha; the Lord has sent me to Jericho.”

And he replied, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they went to
Jericho.
5 The

company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him, “Do you know that
the Lord is going to take your master from you today?”
“Yes, I know,” he replied, “so be quiet.”
6 Then

Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.”

And he replied, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them
walked on.
7 Fifty

men from the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing the place where
Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. 8 Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and struck the water with
it. The water divided to the right and to the left, and the two of them crossed over on dry ground.
9 When

they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken from

you?”
“Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied.
10 “You

have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I am taken from you, it will be
yours—otherwise, it will not.”
11

As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared and
separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. 12 Elisha saw this and cried out, “My
father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!” And Elisha saw him no more. Then he took hold of his
garment and tore it in two.

A: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

A Reading from 2 Corinthians 3:12–13; 4:1–6
12 Therefore,

since we have such a hope, we are very bold. 13 We are not like Moses, who would put a
veil over his face to prevent the Israelites from seeing the end of what was passing away.
4 Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. 2 Rather, we have
renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On
the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the
sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 The god of this
age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays
the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as
Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of
darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory
displayed in the face of Christ
A: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
A: The Holy Gospel according St. Mark, the 9th Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
2 After

six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where
they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. 3 His clothes became dazzling
white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. 4 And there appeared before them Elijah
and Moses, who were talking with Jesus.
5 Peter

said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one
for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6 (He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.)
7 Then

a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I
love. Listen to him!”
8 Suddenly,

when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus.

9 As

they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had
seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
A: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Message
Song: That's Why We Praise Him
Sermon
P: Let us confess our faith together using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Hymn: “O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair”
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Prayers
A: Lord in Your mercy
C: Hear our prayer.
P:
In confident hope, we pray with boldness,
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.
Benediction
A: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
Hymn: “’Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here”
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