Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
February 7, 2021
Prelude
Song: Goodness Of God
Announcements
Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Offering of Confession
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth.
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
P: O almighty God, merciful Father,
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
Gift of Absolution
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

COLLECT
O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith that, relying on the hope of Your
heavenly grace, we may ever be defended by Your mighty power; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Sharing the Peace of the Lord
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always!
C: And also with you!
P: We greet one another in the peace of the Lord.
You are welcome to greet each other as forgiven brothers and sisters in Jesus, in your homes and in our
chat, or send a text to someone you know sharing the peace of Jesus is for them.
Readings
A Reading from Isaiah 40:21–31
21 Do you not know?
Have you not heard?
Has it not been told you from the beginning?
Have you not understood since the earth was founded?
22 He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth,
and its people are like grasshoppers.
He stretches out the heavens like a canopy,
and spreads them out like a tent to live in.
23 He brings princes to naught
and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing.
24 No sooner are they planted,
no sooner are they sown,
no sooner do they take root in the ground,
than he blows on them and they wither,
and a whirlwind sweeps them away like chaff.
25 “To whom will you compare me?
Or who is my equal?” says the Holy One.
26 Lift up your eyes and look to the heavens:
Who created all these?
He who brings out the starry host one by one
and calls forth each of them by name.
Because of his great power and mighty strength,
not one of them is missing.
27 Why do you complain, Jacob?
Why do you say, Israel,
“My way is hidden from the Lord;
my cause is disregarded by my God”?
28 Do you not know?
Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,

the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He will not grow tired or weary,
and his understanding no one can fathom.
29 He gives strength to the weary
and increases the power of the weak.
30 Even youths grow tired and weary,
and young men stumble and fall;
31 but those who hope in the Lord
will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles;
they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and not be faint.
A: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
A Reading from 1 Corinthians 9:16–27
16 For

when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, since I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not
preach the gospel! 17 If I preach voluntarily, I have a reward; if not voluntarily, I am simply discharging
the trust committed to me. 18 What then is my reward? Just this: that in preaching the gospel I may
offer it free of charge, and so not make full use of my rights as a preacher of the gospel.
19 Though

I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as
possible.
the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one
under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. 21 To those not
having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am
under Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, to win the
weak. I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some. 23 I do all
this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.
20 To

24 Do

you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as
to get the prize. 25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a
crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 26 Therefore I do not run like
someone running aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer beating the air. 27 No, I strike a blow to my
body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for
the prize.
A: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
P: The Holy Gospel according St. Mark, the 1st Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
29 As

soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of Simon and
Andrew. 30 Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they immediately told Jesus about
her. 31 So he went to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she began to wait on
them.

32 That

evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. 33 The whole
town gathered at the door, 34 and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also drove out
many demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew who he was.
35 Very

early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a
solitary place, where he prayed. 36 Simon and his companions went to look for him, 37 and when they
found him, they exclaimed: “Everyone is looking for you!”
38 Jesus

replied, “Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages—so I can preach there also. That is
why I have come.” 39 So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out
demons.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Message
Hymn: “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”

Lutheran Service Book 398

Sermon
P: Let us confess our faith together using the words of the Nicene Creed.
C: I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life  of the world to come. Amen.
Hymn: “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”

Lutheran Service Book 849

Prayers
A: Lord in Your mercy
C: Hear our prayer.
P: Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray,
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.
Preface
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P: It is truly good, right and salutary… evermore praising you and saying,
C: Holy Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna in the
highest. Blessed in He who comes in the name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest.
Words of Institution
Distribution
Benediction
A: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
Song: Is He Worthy
Pastor: Rev. Andrew Thompson
Music: Gundermann Family, Bruce Anderson, Jim Radtke and John Schonebaum
Lector: Todd Morhland
Production: Dan Savard
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