Third Sunday after the Epiphany
January 24, 2021
Prelude
Hymn: O Christ, Our True and Only Light
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Announcements
Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Offering of Confession
P: Holy One,
C: What a blessing and privilege we share to be part of your beloved community, But, like Jonah, we
sometimes are jealous of what we share. We know that others are longing and thirsting for what we
know and experience. Forgive us our reluctance to open our hearts to others; some who are like us,
some who are not. We repent of our hesitations and unwillingness to witness to those we have
considered strangers and even enemies. May we believe that the mercy you proclaim is for all. Amen.
Gift of Absolution
P: The one who calls us to himself calls us to reconciliation through grace. God will not deny a
repentant heart or an open spirit. Know that you are forgiven and walk in the new way that is made
known to you in God’s love, in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
COLLECT
Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch forth the hand of
Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sharing the Peace of the Lord
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always!
C: And also with you!
P: We greet one another in the peace of the Lord.

You are welcome to greet each other as forgiven brothers and sisters in Jesus, in your homes and in our
chat, or send a text to someone you know sharing the peace of Jesus is for them.
Readings
A Reading from Jonah 3:1–5, 10
3 Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time: 2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and
proclaim to it the message I give you.”
3 Jonah

obeyed the word of the Lord and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very large city; it took
three days to go through it. 4 Jonah began by going a day’s journey into the city, proclaiming, “Forty
more days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” 5 The Ninevites believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and
all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth.
10 When

God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he relented and did not
bring on them the destruction he had threatened.
A: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
A Reading from 1 Corinthians 7:29–35
29 What

I mean, brothers and sisters, is that the time is short. From now on those who have wives
should live as if they do not; 30 those who mourn, as if they did not; those who are happy, as if they
were not; those who buy something, as if it were not theirs to keep; 31 those who use the things of the
world, as if not engrossed in them. For this world in its present form is passing away.
32 I

would like you to be free from concern. An unmarried man is concerned about the Lord’s affairs—
how he can please the Lord. 33 But a married man is concerned about the affairs of this world—how he
can please his wife— 34 and his interests are divided. An unmarried woman or virgin is concerned about
the Lord’s affairs: Her aim is to be devoted to the Lord in both body and spirit. But a married woman is
concerned about the affairs of this world—how she can please her husband. 35 I am saying this for your
own good, not to restrict you, but that you may live in a right way in undivided devotion to the Lord.
A: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
P: The Holy Gospel according St. Mark, the 1st Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
14 After

John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15 “The time
has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!”
16 As

Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into
the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for
people.” 18 At once they left their nets and followed him.
19 When

he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat,
preparing their nets. 20 Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat
with the hired men and followed him.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message
Song: Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)
Sermon
P: Let us confess our faith together using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Hymn: “Come, Follow Me," the Savior Spake”
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Prayers
A: Lord in Your mercy
C: Hear our prayer.
P: In the mercy of God, let us pray,
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.
Benediction
A: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
Hymn: I Will Rise
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