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PRELUDE 
 

Ringing of the Bell 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Invocation and Litany 
P: We worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen      (Prayer of St. Boniface, c. AD 700) 
P: Eternal God, the refuge and help of all your children, we praise you for all you have given us, 
C: for all you have done for us, 
P: for all that you are to us. 
C: In our weakness, you are strength, 
P: in our darkness, you are light, 
C: in our sorrow, you are comfort and peace. 
P: We cannot number your blessings, 
C: we cannot deny your love: 
P: For all your blessings we bless you. 
C: May we live as in your presence, 
P: and love the things that you love, 
C: and serve you in our daily lives; 
P: through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
All: Amen.  
 
Opening Song “A Mighty Fortress” Lutheran Service Book #656
A mighty fortress is our God, 
A trusty shield and weapon; 
He helps us free from ev’ry need 
That hath us now o’ertaken. 
The old evil foe 
Now means deadly woe; 
Deep guile and great might 
Are his dread arms in fight; 
On earth is not his equal. 
 
With might of ours can naught be done, 
Soon were our loss effected; 
But for us fights the valiant One, 
Whom God Himself elected. 
Ask ye, Who is this? 
Jesus Christ it is, 
Of Sabaoth Lord, 
And there’s none other God; 
He holds the field forever. 
 

Though devils all the world should fill, 
All eager to devour us, 
We tremble not, we fear no ill; 
They shall not overpow’r us. 
This world’s prince may still 
Scowl fierce as he will, 
He can harm us none. 
He’s judged; the deed is done; 
One little word can fell him. 
 
The Word they still shall let remain 
Nor any thanks have for it; 
He’s by our side upon the plain 
With His good gifts and Spirit. 
And take they our life, 
Goods, fame, child, and wife, 
Though these all be gone, 
Our vict’ry has been won; 
The Kingdom ours remaineth.

 
Confession & Absolution 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  Gracious God,  
C: have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left 



undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory 
of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
C:   (Sing) You forgive us, Lord. You are holy, Lord. You wash our sins away. 
  
Sharing the Peace of the Lord 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always! 
C: And also with you! 
P: We greet one another in the peace of the Lord.   
You are welcome to greet each other as forgiven brothers and sisters in Jesus.  
 
Scripture Reading Revelation 14:6-7 
6 Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the 
earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people. 7 He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, 
because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the 
springs of water.” 
R: This is the Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
Scripture Reading Romans 3:19-28 
19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be 
silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s 
sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin. 
21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the 
Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 
difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are 
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a 
sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate 
his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 26 he did 
it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who 
have faith in Jesus. 
27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? The law that requires works? No, because of 
the law that requires faith. 28 For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the works of the law. 
 
R: This is the Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
Gospel Reading John 8:31-36 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 8th chapter 
C: Glory to You, O Lord 
 
31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then 
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say 
that we shall be set free?” 



34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has no permanent place 
in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 
 
P: This is the Gospel of our Lord 
C: Praise to You, O Christ 
 
Song:     “Your Grace Is Enough
Great is Your faithfulness O God 
You wrestle with the sinner's restless heart 
You lead us by still waters into mercy 
And nothing can keep us apart 
 
(So) remember Your people 
Remember Your children 
Remember Your promise O God 
 
Your grace is enough 
Your grace is enough 
Your grace is enough for me 

Great is Your love and justice God of Jacob 
You use the weak to lead the strong 
You lead us in the song of Your salvation 
And all Your people sing along 
 
Yeah Your grace is enough 
Heaven reaches out to us 
Your grace is enough for me 
God I sing Your grace is enough 
I'm covered in Your love 
Your grace is enough for me for me

 
 
Message Rev. Andrew Thompson 
 
Hymn:    “Thy Strong Word” Lutheran Service Book 578 (St. 1, 2, 5, 6) 
Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 
At Thy speaking it was done. 
For created light we thank Thee, 
While Thine ordered seasons run. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia without end! 
 
Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, 
Dark as night and deep as death, 
Broke the light of Thy salvation, 
Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia without end! 
 

Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 
Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 
Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
May the light which Thou dost send 
Fill our songs with alleluias, 
Alleluias without end! 
 
God the Father, light-creator, 
To Thee laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 
Praise be sung eternally. 
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 
Glory, glory be to Thee. 
Mortals, angels, now and ever 
Praise the holy Trinity

 
Prayers 
P: Lord in Your mercy 
C: Hear our prayer. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P:  Rejoicing in God’s grace and mercy, we pray: 
ALL:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Rite of Confirmation 
 
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
P:  The Lord be with You. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P:  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore, with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

C:  Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

 
THE WORDS OF institution 
 
Benediction 
 
A: Go in peace and serve the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God!  
 
Song:     “We Believe”
In this time of desperation 
When all we know is doubt and fear 
There is only one foundation 
We believe we believe 
In this broken generation 
When all is dark You help us see 
There is only one salvation 
We believe we believe 
 
We believe in God the Father 
We believe in Jesus Christ 
We believe in the Holy Spirit 
And He's given us new life 
We believe in the crucifixion 
We believe that He conquered death 
We believe in the resurrection 
And He's coming back again 
(We believe) 

 
So let our faith be more than anthems 
Greater than the songs we sing 
In our weakness and temptations 
We believe we believe 
 
Let the lost be found and the dead be raised 
In the here and now let love invade 
Let the church live loud our God will save 
We believe we believe 
And the gates of hell will not prevail 
For the pow'r of God has torn the veil 
Now we know Your love will never fail 
We believe we believe 
 
He's coming back again 
He's coming back again 
We believe we believe
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