15th Sunday After Pentecost
September 13, 2020
Prelude
Song: Nothing
Nothin' can wash away my sin
Nothin' can wash away my sin
Nothin' can wash away my sin
Nothin' nothin' nothin'
But the blood of Jesus
Nothin' can bring me peace with God
Nothin' can bring me peace with God
Nothin' can bring me peace with God
Nothin' nothin' nothin'
But the blood of Jesus

But the blood of Jesus
Nothin' can make Your people one
Nothin' can make Your people one
Nothin' can make Your people one
Nothin' nothin' nothin'
But the blood of Jesus
Oh nothin' nothin' nothin'
But the blood of Jesus

Nothin' can lead me to Your throne
Nothin' can lead me to Your throne
Nothin' can lead me to Your throne
Nothin' nothin' nothin'
Announcements
Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Offering of Confession
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
Gift of Absolution
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Collect
P: Let us pray. O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout prayers of
Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
All: Amen.
Sharing the Peace of the Lord
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always!
C: And also with you!
P: We greet one another in the peace of the Lord.
You are welcome to greet each other as forgiven brothers and sisters in Jesus, in your homes and in our
chat, or send a text to someone you know sharing the peace of Jesus is for them.
Readings
A Reading from Genesis 50:15–21
15 When

Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a
grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” 16 So they sent word to Joseph,
saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: 17 ‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask
you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.’ Now
please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When their message came to him,
Joseph wept. 18 His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your
slaves,” they said. 19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20 You
intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving
of many lives. 21 So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured
them and spoke kindly to them.
A: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

A Reading from Romans 14:1–12
14 Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over disputable matters. 2 One person’s
faith allows them to eat anything, but another, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. 3 The one
who eats everything must not treat with contempt the one who does not, and the one who does not
eat everything must not judge the one who does, for God has accepted them. 4 Who are you to judge
someone else’s servant? To their own master, servants stand or fall. And they will stand, for the Lord is
able to make them stand.
5 One

person considers one day more sacred than another; another considers every day alike. Each of
them should be fully convinced in their own mind.6 Whoever regards one day as special does so to the
Lord. Whoever eats meat does so to the Lord, for they give thanks to God; and whoever abstains does
so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and none of us dies
for ourselves alone. 8 If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we
live or die, we belong to the Lord. 9 For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he
might be the Lord of both the dead and the living.
10 You,

then, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or why do you treat them with contempt? For
we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. 11 It is written:
“‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord,
‘every knee will bow before me;
every tongue will acknowledge God.’”
12 So

then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.

A: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
A: The Holy Gospel according St. Matthew, the 18th Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
21 Then

Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who
sins against me? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven
times. 23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his
servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought
to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all
that he had be sold to repay the debt. 26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient
with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him,
canceled the debt and let him go. 28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow
servants who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back
what you owe me!’ he demanded. 29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient
with me, and I will pay it back.’ 30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into
prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were
outraged and went and told their master everything that had happened. 32 “Then the master called the
servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me
to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master
handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.

35 “This

is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from
your heart.”
A: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Message
Hymn: Come Down, O Love Divine

Come down, O Love divine;
Seek Thou this soul of mine,
And visit it with Thine own ardor glowing;
O Comforter, draw near;
Within my heart appear,
And kindle it, Thy holy flame bestowing.

Let holy charity
Mine outward vesture be
And lowliness become mine inner clothing—
True lowliness of heart,
Which takes the humbler part,
And o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing.

O let it freely burn,
Till worldly passions turn
To dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
And let Thy glorious light
Shine ever on my sight,
And clothe me round, the while my path illuming.

And so the yearning strong,
With which the soul will long,
Shall far outpass the pow’r of human telling;
No soul can guess His grace
Till it become the place
Wherein the Holy Spirit makes His dwelling.

Sermon
Song: Fill Me Now
Hover over Holy Spirit
Bathe my trembling heart and brow
Fill me with Your awesome presence
Come oh come and fill me now

Just one life I have for living
In Your service send me out
Source of love, of faith and power
Come oh come and fill me now

Fill me now, fill me now
Spirit come and fill me now
Fill me now, fill me now
Spirit come and fill me now

Fill me now, fill me now
Spirit come and fill me now
Fill me now, fill me now
Spirit come and fill me now

In myself I'm full of weakness
Can You use this life somehow
Cleanse and comfort, heal and teach me
Come oh come and fill me now

Fill me now, fill me now
Spirit come and fill me now
Fill me now, fill me now
Spirit come and fill me now
Spirit come and fill me now

Fill me now, fill me now
Spirit come and fill me now
Fill me now, fill me now
Spirit come and fill me now

(stand)
P: Let us confess our faith together using the words of the Nicene Creed.
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and
invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all
worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance
with the Father, by whom all things were made. Who, for us and for our salvation, came down from
heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose
again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of the
Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall
have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father and the
Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for
the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
Prayers
A: Lord in Your mercy
C: Hear our prayer.
P: Rejoicing in God, we pray:
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
P: The Lord be with You.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P: It is good and right that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; who on the first day of the week
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
C: Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Words of Institution
Benediction
A: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
Hymn: Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven
Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;
To His feet your tribute bring;
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Evermore His praises sing:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise the everlasting King.

Fatherlike He tends and spares us;
Well our feeble frame He knows;
In His hand He gently bears us,
Rescues us from all our foes.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Widely yet His mercy flows.

Praise Him for His grace and favor
To His people in distress;
Praise Him still the same as ever,
Slow to chide and swift to bless:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Glorious in His faithfulness.

Angels, help us to adore Him;
You behold Him face to face;
Sun and moon, bow down before Him,
All who dwell in time and space.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise with us the God of grace.
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