St. Stephanus Lutheran Church
Preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ for 130 Years

August 23, 2020
Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost
Although we won’t have weekly services at church for the foreseeable future, there will still be a stream of regular Sunday
worship available on Sunday morning! Please visit our website www.saintstephanus.org for more details. Here is a direct link
to the “Sermons & Worship” links: http://www.saintstephanus.org/sermons-2020
Dear people of Christ,
Some have referred to me as the greatest Danish hymnwriter of the nineteenth century. I am very humbled. However,
without the Lord's help, my life would not have been woven with the beautiful threads of His protecting love.
As the son of a Lutheran pastor, I attended university where I encountered the Rationalists. Although I fell under their
influence for a time, it wasn't long until I found myself in opposition to them.
Several years after graduating, I received a message from my father. He was ill and was in need of an assistant. I went back
to Udby in 1810 and preached my trial sermon for ordination. I did not preach what was "politically correct" at the time, for I
confronted the Rationalists right in this sermon.
I paid dearly for my words. Because I was true to the Gospel, my ordination was delayed for a whole year! During the next
ten years I wasn't given a parish. In fact, I wasn't even allowed to confirm my own children!
However, as time went on, my preaching was blessed, as was the poetry that flowed from my pen such as BUILT ON A
ROCK. By 1839, I was fully reinstated as a clergyman.
God blessed me abundantly for the rest of my life, and in the end the King of Denmark appointed me a bishop. I was
faithful to my Savior just as He was faithful to me. I preached my last sermon the day before I died, just days before my eightyninth birthday.
Our God is faithful.
Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig
(1783-1872)
from "Gloria! Letters from Hymnwriters" - Ruth M. Buenting
A setting of Grundtvig's hymn, "Built on the Rock", as arranged by Paul Manz can be heard by clicking the link here:
https://youtu.be/bE5pg52GWJ0
~The Organ Bench~

Pastor Thompson has Bible Study on Sunday morning at 11am. A link to Bible Study
can be found on the website at www.saintstephanus.org/adult , along with worship services and other information. We are using Zoom, which is easy to use. You don't need to
be able to speak or have video, you can just come listen in. Let us Shelter in the Word together in this time.
Pastor will be on VACATION starting August 16 (after the service) and will be returning to the office on August 31.
There will be NO Bible study on August 23 & 30!

Subscribe to our “YouTube” channel!
Did you know when you subscribe to our “YouTube” channel you can get a notification each time we post a video? Subscribing is easy - all you need is a Gmail account to log-in! Once you're logged in you're also able to join us in the comments on Sunday morning, sharing the peace with others, requesting prayers, and being in fellowship. Need help? Contact
Megan Hoffman or Dan Savard.

Technology Matching Fund – To date we have raised almost $4,500 toward
our goal of $9,000 for an investment in technology that will allow us to live
stream worship services on a permanent basis. There is still $2,000 available in
matching funds. Here is an opportunity to double your gift! This equipment will
allow us to reach shut-ins, those unable to attend due to illness, members on
vacation, student away at college, former members who have moved, and those
who continue to stay away from large gatherings due to COVID-19 concerns.
With this equipment you won’t miss large gatherings due to bad weather. Folks
can sign in and watch while safe at home. Just imagine sharing the Christmas program, confirmation, weddings, baptisms
and other special events with grandparents and family who aren't able to attend. Currently we are borrowing equipment
and want to make online services a permanent part of our ministry. Thank you for considering a donation to this technology ministry. Please reference “Technology Fund” on additional contributions.

Ronald McDonald House Update – Over a year ago the Women’s Connecting Group undertook a project to provide
one meal a month for a year at the Ronald McDonald House in honor of Simon Caquelin. The St. Stephanus Endowment
Fund provided grant money to support this effort as did many other donors and volunteers. The project was so successful
and so rewarding that it was decided to continue it into 2020. With the arrival of COVID-19, volunteers are not able to
provide meals on site even though the need to feed and support families of patients continues. Working with Ronald
McDonald House a list of items needed was identified. On August 1st, a drive-by Pantry Party was held which resulted in
cash and groceries donations valued at more than $1,700. Ronald McDonald Houses serve over 6,700 families a year. We
will continue to look for ways to support their efforts. The good work of St. Stephanus continues even while we are apart.

State Fair Month! Like many things our beloved Minnesota State Fair is having to take a break this year in light of the
Pandemic. We are hoping the events and activities we have planned this month will help ease the sadness a bit and help
you bring some of the fair fun into your own homes! We've built these activities around some of the favorites you said
you'd miss. Hopefully there's something for everyone! Visit our website to learn more! saintstephanus.org/state-fairmonth .

Thrivent Grants! Did you know, that each Thrivent member has the ability to apply for a $250 grant that is used for education, service, or fundraising events or programs, and depending on what type of member you are, you might even be
eligible for 2 grants! These grants help us to offset our budget at SSLC, find new ways to serve our community, and congregation, and help us in our ministry here. In the past we've used these to help fundraise for our youth trips and programming, fund Vacation Bible School, purchase supplies for community service projects, and so much more. Currently
we are looking for 3 grants for the Fall, if you're interested in supporting any of the below needs please connect with Megan at youth@saintstephanus.org !
•Grant

Need #1: Be the Bridge Youth Curriculum. This will be used for a small group of youth that will meet outside our
usual youth group time. The curriculum looks at the topic of racial reconciliation through a gospel focused lens.
•Grant

Need #2: Used to purchase copies of "Spiritually Vibrant Homes." This will be used for a small group geared towards parents interested in learning together how to build in faith developing habits into their daily lives as families.
•Grant

Need #3: Sunday School Supply Kits. This will obviously look a little different this year. We're hoping to supply
each family with some basic things that will help them in our remote Sunday School classes.

It's Survey Time! We have been at this distanced-church thing for about four months now. We've tried some new
things, we've picked up some old things (hello snail mail), and we've done a lot of wondering if we're doing it right and
praying for guidance and wisdom. So we figured it's time to touch base with you all and see where you're at with what's
been happening, get your thoughts on what's working and not working, and see how you're doing. Please take time over
the next two weeks to complete this survey. It should take about 5-10 minutes to complete. We do ask that you do it in
the most complete and honest way - it will help us get a better picture of where we're at as a congregation. If you have
questions or need help please contact Megan Hoffman at youth@saintstephanus.org . You can find the survey
here: https://forms.gle/gBiiaSrjzs1dV4Zx7 . (If you'd rather have a paper copy and return envelope mailed to you
please let Megan know). Thank you!

Fellowship Group Meets via Zoom– If you are missing conversation and connections we had at church before the pandemic, you might be interested in joining the small group meetings that happen on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of the
month at 7:30 P.M. via ZOOM. Every meeting has time for sharing life updates, reading a part of scripture together,
talking about what the passage meant in history and what they mean to us today, sharing prayer requests and praying together. Our next meeting is August 20th. Contact Sheila Schlechte at sheilaschlechte@yahoo.com if you would like
to be sent the zoom information to attend. All are welcome.

Gospel Support Groups meeting via video conferencing— Do you see brokenness, weariness, or anxiousness around
you (and sometimes even within you)? Do you have moments of joy and peace that do not reflect your outward circumstances? Do you find yourself flip flopping between those states? How is God’s light shining through you to others? Is it
easy to give reason why you have hope? Does your heart break when you see the pain of brokenness in your neighbor?
Gospel means good news and God desires to bring us wholeness in Him. How great it is when I have conversations with
others about how the Holy Spirit is at work. Sometimes I need to hear someone encourage me when I feel weary from
helping others, sometimes I need to be reminded that God is at work in the situation (God isn't asking me to be the superhero), sometimes I need others to pray with me for discernment because I am at a loss how to respond to my neighbor. Wouldn’t it be great to have a time and place to receive and give that intentional support and encouragement?
Please contact Sheila Schlechte at sheilaschlechte@yahoo.com if you are interested in participating in a Gospel support group. Meetings will be held via video conferencing during the pandemic. Gatherings can happen twice a month and
would depend on schedules of those interested.

Food Notes:
The impact of our food distribution continues. In July, we served 325 Households and 1,389 people, over half of them
from our surrounding area, and almost all within 55104, 55103, and 55117. Through our partnership with Second Harvest,
a farm in Wisconsin and Feeding the Dream– St. Paul, that was 16.5 pounds per person, Thank you for your help and
support!
We have partnered with our brothers and sisters at St. Paul Fellowship through the work of Delinia Parris/ Feeding the
Dream– St. Paul and started a second distribution there on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month (ours here at St.
Stephanus are on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays). Pray for the family of Christ at St. Paul Fellowship and their work here in
the city and the blessing they are able to be in this partnership.
As part of our partnership with Feeding the Dream-St. Paul, we will feature a brief conversation with myself (Pastor) and
Delinia during one of our worship streams in the near future. If you are interested in financially supporting Feeding the
Dream and the procurement and distribution of basic needs/staples, please consider an additional contribution payable to
St. Stephanus along with a note that it is for “Feeding the Dream-St. Paul”.
Interested in Serving at a food distribution? Contact Lynn Thompson at goodluna07@gmail.com
Your abundant generosity is making our ministry of compassion happen and leaving a mark in the lives of our community. Thank you!

Prayer Requests
Healing and Comfort

Week Ahead
SUNDAY, August 23
Online services at www.saintstephanus.org
MONDAY, August 24

Blessings/Guidance
5:00 P.M.

Concordia Academy
All people going back for
schooling

TUESDAY, August 25
Food distribution

St. Stephanus
Lutheran Church, LCMS
739 Lafond Ave
St Paul, MN 55104

WEDNESDAY, August 26
THURSDAY, August 27

Rich & Miriam Carter

FRIDAY, August 28
SATURDAY, August 29

Shut ins

PHONE:
FAX:
WEB :
EMAIL:

SUNDAY, August 30
PASTOR:
Online services at www.saintstephanus.org

Sharen Kappes
Aug.

Contributions:

General - $

VICAR:

Total - $

($6,717.00 needed weekly)
Upcoming Birthdays, Feasts &
Commemoration
Aug. 23:
Aug. 24: St. Bartholomew, Apostle
Aug. 25:
Aug. 26:
Aug. 27: Kathy Fox, Nancy Binning, Monica,
Mother of Augustine
Aug. 28: Doug James,
Augustine of Hippo, Pastor & Theologian
Aug. 29: Alganesh Beyen,
The Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist
Aug. 30: Joshua Langemo, Clarice Anderson

August contact persons: Jane Sell

Our Mission Statement:
To proclaim the gospel through word
and sacrament to our membership,
our communities and our world.

Lorraine Byland, James & Sarah Dahlke, Carol
Hirt, JoAnn Johansen, Kaye Nuechterlein,
Michael Bauch & Tricia Schmidt, Brian Sell,
Doug & Jane Sell, Amy & David Sura, Karen & Our Vision:
Dustin Trudeau
Connecting people with Jesus Christ
and each other through worship,
learning and service.

DCE:

(651) 228-1486
(651) 228-1487
www.saintstephanus.org
saintstephanus@comcast.net
Pastor Andrew Thompson
pastor@saintstephanus.org
Phone: (612) 208-7388
Yohannes Ghebru
vicar@saintstephanus.org
Megan Huff
SSLCyouth@gmail.com

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT:
Clarice Anderson
saintstephanus@comcast.net
WORSHIP LEADERS: Bruce Anderson
Amy Gundermann
FACILITIES MANAGEMENT:
Wayne Warnest
Admasu Mekonen
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday to Friday 9 AM to 1 PM
Bulletin Deadline: 11 AM Wed
Bible readings are located at
www.saintstephaus.org under the
“WORSHIP” tab.
Worship Service Stream at
www.saintstephanus.org
Click the logo for
Online Giving:

