Collect
P: Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, You have overcome death and opened the gate of
everlasting life to us. Grant we, who celebrate with joy the day of
our Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by Your
life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
All: Amen.

Easter Sunday

Sharing the Peace of the Lord
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always!
C: And also with you!
P: We greet one another in the peace of the Lord.
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Song: “Were you there?”

You are welcome to greet each other as forgiven brothers and
sisters in Jesus, in your homes and in our chat.

Invocation/Alleluia
Hymn: Christ the Lord is Risen Today, Alleluia
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Confession & Absolution
P: In the presence of the living God,
C: we confess that we set our minds towards things of death, and
not on the life that is revealed in the Christ. In our fear and
trembling we quickly turn from you towards ourselves. Our fear
leads us to doubt your promise, harm our neighbor, and neglect
your creation. Resurrect us O God, and bring about the new life in
ourselves, in our community, and our world. Through the mercy of
you beloved Son, heal us from our sin, and give us the new breath
of your Spirit.
P: Our Lord and savior Jesus Christ proclaims, “Do not be afraid!”
Know that you are washed anew in his rising, and your sins are
forgiven. Be at peace, and live in the everlasting love + of God.
Amen!

Readings
A Reading from Acts 10:34-43
34

Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God
does not show favoritism 35 but accepts from every nation the one
who fears him and does what is right. 36 You know the message God
sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of
peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has
happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee
after the baptism that John preached— 38 how God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went
around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the
devil, because God was with him.

39

“We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews
and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a cross, 40 but
God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to
be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses
whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him
after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the
people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as
judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about
him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.”
A: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
A Reading from Colossians 3:1-4
1

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on
things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set
your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died,
and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is
your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
A: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
P: The Holy Gospel, according St. Matthew, the 28th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb.
2

There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came
down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the
stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his

clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that
they shook and became like dead men.
5

The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that
you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has
risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7 Then
go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is
going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have
told you.”
8

So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with
joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met
them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and
worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go
and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Message
Song: Christ is Risen
Verse 1
Let no one caught in sin remain inside the lie of inward shame
But fix our eyes upon the cross and
run to Him who showed great love
And bled for us. Freely You've bled for us.
Chorus
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling over death by death.
Come awake, come awake, come and rise up from the grave!
Christ is risen from the dead. We are one with Him again.
Come awake, come awake, come and rise up from the grave!

Verse 2
Beneath the weight of all our sin,
You bowed to none but heaven's will.
No scheme of hell, no scoffer's crown,
no burden great can hold You down.
In strength, You reign. Forever let Your church proclaim:
Bridge
O death, where is your sting? O hell, where is your victory?
O church, come stand in the light.
The glory of God has defeated the night.
Singing: O death, where is your sting? O hell, where is your victory?
O church, come stand in the light. Our God is not dead!
He's alive! He's alive!
Sermon
Song: Death Was Arrested
Verse 1
Alone in my sorrow and dead in my sin,
Lost without hope with no place to begin,
Your love made a way to let mercy come in
when death was arrested and my life began!
Verse 2
Ash was redeemed, only beauty remains.
My orphan heart was given a name.
My mourning grew quiet my feet rose to dance
when death was arrested and my life began.
Chorus 1
Oh, Your grace so free washes over me.
You have made me new now life begins with You!

Verse 3
Released from my chains, I'm a prisoner no more.
My shame was a ransom He faithfully bore.
He cancelled my debt and He called me His friend
when death was arrested and my life began.
Chorus 2
Oh, Your grace so free washes over me.
You have made me new now life begins with You!
It's Your endless love pouring down on us.
You have made us new now life begins with You!
Verse 4
Our Savior displayed on a criminal's cross,
darkness rejoiced as though Heaven had lost.
But then Jesus arose with our freedom in hand.
That's when death was arrested and my life began!
That's when death was arrested and my life began!
Bridge
Oh, we're free, free, forever we're free!
Come join the song of all the redeemed!
Yes, we're free, free, forever amen,
when death was arrested and my life began!
Ending
When death was arrested and my life began,
that's when death was arrested and my life began!
Apostles’ Creed
P: Let us confess our faith together using the words of the Apostles’
Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers
P: Lord in Your mercy
C: Hear our prayer.
P: Rejoicing in God, we pray:
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.
Benediction
Hymn: Now All The Vault of Heaven Resounds
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Postlude: My Redeemer Lives
Verse:
I know He rescued my soul. His blood has covered my sin.
I believe, I believe.
My shame He's taken away. My pain is healed in His name.
I believe, I believe.
Pre-Chorus:
I'll raise a banner 'cause my Lord has conquered the grave!

Chorus: My Redeemer lives! (4x)
Bridge:
You lift my burdens. I'll rise with You.
I'm dancing on this mountaintop to see Your kingdom come.

