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In Christ the Cornerstone…Living His Word, Sharing His Love 
 

Third Sunday in Lent 
 

 
As We Gather 

From earliest days the 
Christian Church employed 
the weeks before Easter—
what came to be called the 
season of Lent—as the time 
of the year to prepare 
candidates for the 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism, 
the catechumenate. Paul 
wrote, “We were buried 
therefore with Him by 
baptism into death, in order 
that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too 
might walk in newness of life” 

(Romans 6:4). Our midweek Lenten services prepare us to consider our identity and connection with the Passion of 
Christ as the baptized children of God. It is in that understanding that we are enabled to take up our cross and 
follow Him through the struggles of this life to the glorious deliverance of eternal life. 
 

DIVINE SERVICE – SETTING 3 – Page 184 
 
Greetings! 
 
OPENING HYMN:  850 God of Grace and God of Glory 
 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
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P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 
the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Kyrie (SUNG) LSB 186 
C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C (SUNG) And with thy spirit. 
 
P Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways 
and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the 
unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C (SUNG) Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading Exodus 20:1-17 
The Ten Commandments 
 1And God spoke all these words, saying,  2“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3“You shall have no other gods before me. 
 4“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or 
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or 
serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to 
the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6but showing steadfast love to thousands of those 
who love me and keep my commandments. 
 7“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who 
takes his name in vain. 
 8“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, 10but the 
seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your 
daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your 
gates. 11For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the 
seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 
 12“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is 
giving you. 
 13“You shall not murder. 
 14“You shall not commit adultery. 
 15“You shall not steal. 
 16“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
 17“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male 
servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.” 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
Christ the Wisdom and Power of God 
 18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand 
signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 
Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many 
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the 
world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human being might boast in 
the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, 
boast in the Lord.” 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Holy Gospel John 2:13-22 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the second chapter. 
C (SUNG) Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
Jesus Cleanses the Temple 
 13The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found those 
who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 15And making a whip of 
cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the 
money-changers and overturned their tables. 16And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things 
away; do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, 
“Zeal for your house will consume me.” 
 18So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” 19Jesus answered them, 
“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years 
to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking about the temple of his 
body. 22When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and 
they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C (SUNG) Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
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Apostles' Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Children's Sermon 
 
SERMON HYMN: 579 The Law of God is Good and Wise 
 
SERMON 
 
Offertory LSB 192 
C (SUNG) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 
Offering 
 
Prayer of the Church 
P …let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
CONTINUE:   
  
P Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you. 
C (SUNG) And with thy spirit. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C (SUNG) We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C (SUNG) It is meet and right so to do. 
 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of 
the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared 
joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 
Sanctus (SUNG) LSB 195 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
Lord's Prayer LSB 196 
 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 197 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C (SUNG) Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei (SUNG) LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 
 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:  427 In the Cross of Christ I Glory; 428 Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow;  
411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
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Nunc Dimittis (SUNG) LSB 199 
C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving LSB 200 
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C (SUNG) and His mercy endureth forever. 
 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C (SUNG) Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Salutation LSB 201 
P The Lord be with you. 
C (SUNG) And with thy spirit. 
 
Benedicamus LSB 202 
P Bless we the Lord.  
C (SUNG) Thanks be to God. 
 
Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C (SUNG) Amen, amen, amen. 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN:  728 How Firm a Foundation CHOIR & CONGREGATION (see screens) 
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