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Welcome to Resurrection Lutheran 
January 7, 2024 

 
In Christ the Cornerstone…Living His Word, Sharing His Love 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AS WE 
GATHER 

 
A new season in the Church 
Year begins today. Following 
Advent hope and Christmas 
joy in the Savior born for us, 
we enter Epiphany, which 
can be summed up with 
words such as revealing, 
shining forth, and 
manifestation. The Word we 
hear today is fitting as 
epiphanies are things the 
Lord has done since the 

beginning of time. The first creation was light shining forth on the first day. From that day of creation to the 
fall into sin to the first promise of the Savior, God has shone His light and enabled His people to see and 
know what is needed. As the time was right for Jesus to begin His earthly ministry, it began with His 
Baptism. With John the Baptist in the Jordan River, the Lord reveals and shines forth the manifestation of 
the Word made flesh for us when He says: “You are My beloved Son; with You I am well pleased” (Mark 
1:11). 
 
Opening Hymn: #717 Eternal Father, Strong to Save 
 
Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
Affirmation of Our Baptism Romans 6:4, 36; Acts 2:38; Titus 3:5–6;  1 Corinthians 6:1; Mark 1:11 
P We remember our Baptism with the trinitarian invocation, recalling and confessing before heaven, 

earth, and hell all that God has given us in our Baptism: victory over death and the devil, forgiveness of 
sin, God’s grace, the entire Christ, and the Holy Spirit with His gifts. How do we rightly use our 
Baptism? 

C We rightly use our Baptism when we live in repentance and faith in the triune God, who has made 
us His beloved children. (Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation [2017] Question 324). 
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P When Jesus was baptized by John in the water of the Jordan River, the Father declared Jesus as His Son 
with whom He is well pleased. In our Baptism, Paul wrote, we were joined to our Lord’s death and 
resurrection, enabling us to walk in newness of life. We also learn in the Small Catechism, all centered 
on God’s Word, the lasting gifts received in Baptism including the forgiveness of sins, rescue from death 
and the devil, and eternal life to all who believe this. Let us reaffirm our faith in what God has done for 
us through Holy Baptism. Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? 

C I do renounce them. 
  
P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth? 
C Yes, I believe. 
  
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell; 
the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from thence He will come to judge the living and the dead? 

C Yes, I believe. 
  
P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting? 
C Yes, I believe. 
 
Confession Romans 6:1–2, 4 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
  
P Let us then confess our sins to God, our Father. In today’s Epistle from Romans, the apostle Paul asks, 

“Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? . . . How can we who died to sin still live in it?” 
C We are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved God with our whole 
heart, and we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

  
P “We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from 

the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.” 
C For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 

we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 
Absolution Romans 6:6–7, 10–11, adapted 
P We know that our old self was crucified with Him in order that the body of sin might be brought to 

nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.  
C For one who has died has been set free from sin.  
  
P The death Christ died He died to sin, once for all,  
C but the life He lives He lives to God. 
  
P So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. Almighty God in His 

mercy has given His Son to die for you, and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  
P The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water and of 

the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting. 
C Amen. 
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Salutation 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray. Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your 

beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in 
their calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading Genesis 1:1–5 
 
The Beginning of Creation 
 1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was without form and void, and 
darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

The Six Days of Creation 
 3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good. And God 
separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
  
 
Epistle Galatians 3:23—4:7 
 
 23Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be 
revealed. 24So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 
25But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of 
God, through faith. 27For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. 29And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise. 

Sons and Heirs 
 1I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the owner of 
everything, 2but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. 3In the same way we 
also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 4But when the 
fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those 
who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has 
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, 
and if a son, then an heir through God. 
  
Verse Mark 1:11b 

Alleluia. You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased. Alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel Mark 1:4–11 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins. 5And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him 
in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt 
around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is 
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mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I have baptized you 
with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

The Baptism of Jesus 
 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And when 
he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like 
a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
  
Children’s Message 
 
Sermon Hymn: Breath of the Living God 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008; Osvaldo Catena, 1920–86 
Tune: David von Kampen 
Text: © 1992 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110016479 
Tune: © 2012, 2020 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110016479 

 
Sermon 
 
Nicene Creed On Screens or inside back cover of hymnal 
 
Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
…C O N T I N U E 
  
P Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy through Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
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Offering 
 
INSTALLATION OF 2024 Congregational-elected positions and HIS ARK 

 
PRESIDENT: Michael Heppler 

VICE PRESIDENT:  Jeff Trainer 
SECRETARY: Virginia Strubbe 

FINANCE: Erik Gerlach 
 

ELDERS:  Guy Baumann; Stephen Fjelstad; Kent Muller; Joe Saylor; Anthony Kuhlmann;  
Ryan Meyer; John Mbanda 

 

HIS ARK: Lynsey Munce (Chair); Carmen Landhuis (Vice Chair); Kristin Peterson (Treasurer);  Tasha Jurrens (Secretary); 
and Sam Ausdemore (His Ark Parent) 

 

S A C R A M E N T 

Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and 

sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the 
cross. 
 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Through Your means of grace You have claimed us as Your own 
through water and the Word in Holy Baptism. Through body and blood—in, with, and under bread and 
wine—You forgive our sins and nourish our faith. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
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Distribution Hymns  - #590 Baptized into Your Name Most Holy; #595 O Blessed Spring; 
                 #596 All Christians Who Have Been Baptized; #598 Once in the Blest Baptismal Waters 
 
Post-Communion Thanksgiving 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Closing Sentences Romans 6:10–11, adapted 
P The death Christ died He died to sin, once for all, 
C but the life He lives He lives to God.  
  
P So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: #877 God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven^ 
 
 
 
Small Catechism quotation is from Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation © 1986, 2017 Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. 
  
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. 
Copyright © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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