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Welcome to Resurrection Lutheran 
December 24, 2023 

 
In Christ the Cornerstone…Living His Word, Sharing His Love 

 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 

 

AS WE GATHER 
 
Soon and very soon our waiting and 
planning for Christmas 
celebrations will come to their 
close, and we will rejoice in Christ’s 
coming to save us. Such waiting 
and planning for Christmas can 
also guide us as we prepare for 
Christ’s final advent, His ultimate 
coming, when He returns on the 
Last Day. Until that glorious Day, 
when all portions of God’s plan for 
our salvation will be accomplished, 
we are blessed with the peace 
“which surpasses all 
understanding” (Philippians 4:7). 

Such peace is an amazing gift that 
the Lord gave to the virgin Mary, the mother of our Lord, when she received God’s Word from the angel 
Gabriel. According to God’s own amazing plan, Mary would carry our salvation in her womb and then, some 
nine months later, deliver Him into the world He would die and rise again to save. “Let it be to me 
according to your word,” she said, accepting the Lord’s plan for her life (Luke 1:38). May we say the same 
today as we gather in the presence of our God. 
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SERVICE TODAY:  Divine Setting 3  LSB page 184 or on Screens 
 

 

Opening Hymn:  #398 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed   
 

 HOLY BAPTISM LSB 268 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61 
 
The Year of the LORD’s Favor 

 

1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
because the LORD has anointed me 

to bring good news to the poor; 
he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison to those who are 

bound; 
2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 

and the day of vengeance of our God; 
to comfort all who mourn; 

3to grant to those who mourn in Zion— 
to give them a beautiful headdress instead of 

ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; 
that they may be called oaks of righteousness, 

the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 
4They shall build up the ancient ruins; 

they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 

the devastations of many generations. 
5Strangers shall stand and tend your flocks; 

foreigners shall be your plowmen and 
vinedressers; 

6but you shall be called the priests of the LORD; 
they shall speak of you as the ministers of our 

God; 
you shall eat the wealth of the nations, 

and in their glory you shall boast. 
 

 

7Instead of your shame there shall be a double 
portion; 

instead of dishonor they shall rejoice in their lot; 
therefore in their land they shall possess a double 

portion; 
they shall have everlasting joy. 

8For I the LORD love justice; 
I hate robbery and wrong; 

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9Their offspring shall be known among the nations, 
and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; 

all who see them shall acknowledge them, 
that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed. 

10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 
my soul shall exult in my God, 

for he has clothed me with the garments of 
salvation; 

he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a 

beautiful headdress, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout 

up, 
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

to sprout up before all the nations. 

 

Epistle Romans 16:25-27 
 
 Doxology 
 25Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but has now been disclosed 
and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the 
eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27to the only wise God be glory forevermore through 
Jesus Christ! Amen. 
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Holy Gospel Luke 1:26-38 
 
Birth of Jesus Foretold 
 26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin 
betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And 
he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at 
the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
 34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was 
called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the 
Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
 

 
  
 

 

SERMON HYMN:  #935 Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord 
 

Sermon 
 
Prayer of the Church 
P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
. . . C O N T I N U E 
 
P O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold 
Him when He comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  
Offering                      O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Vs 7  
 

 Service of the Sacrament LSB 194 
 
Distribution Hymns: 
#383 A Great and Mighty Wonder #386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 
#392 God Loves Me Dearly #352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord 
 
Benediction LSB 202 
 
CLOSING HYMN:  #515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 
 
Acknowledgments - Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia 
Publishing House. 
  


