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Welcome to Resurrection Lutheran 
September 24, 2023 

 
In Christ the Cornerstone…Living His Word, Sharing His Love 

 

17h Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 
 
 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 
When Paul wrote to his co-worker Timothy that he 
was “bound with chains as a criminal” (2 Timothy 
2:9), he knew well the situation he was in. Acts 16 
relates the time that he was thrown in jail in 
Philippi without benefit of a trial. He was later 
jailed in Jerusalem and then Caesarea and finally at 
Rome, where he was under a type of house arrest 
for two years. The final chapter of Acts finds Paul 
as a captive one more time, accepting this 
imprisonment as a prelude to his death. He writes 
to Timothy “the time of my departure has come” 
(2 Timothy 4:6). In the centuries since Paul gave 
his prison witness, countless Christian men and 
women have been imprisoned for their Gospel 
witness. We are encouraged to be faithful 

witnesses in our time by Paul, who writes to his young associate Timothy: “Pursue 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. Fight the good fight of 
the faith” (1 Timothy 6:11–12a). Paul’s words from prison are good instruction for every 
situation! 
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SERVICE TODAY:  Divine Setting IV  LSB page 203 or on Screens 
(Hymns; and Prayers/Texts that change weekly are below) 

 

Opening Hymn:  #869 With The Lord Begin Your Task 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on anything we have done, help us 
trust in Your abiding grace and live according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:6-9 
 

6“Seek the LORD while he may be found; 
 call upon him while he is near; 
7let the wicked forsake his way, 
 and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, 
 and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
 neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
 so are my ways higher than your ways 
 and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

 

Epistle Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30 
 
The Advance of the Gospel 
 12I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel, 
13so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment 
is for Christ. 14And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are 
much more bold to speak the word without fear. . . . 
 19for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my 
deliverance, 20as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full 
courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 21For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall 
choose I cannot tell. 23I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for 
that is far better. 24But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 25Convinced of this, I know 
that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 26so that in me you may 
have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. 
 27Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am 
absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the 
faith of the gospel, 28and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their 
destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. 29For it has 
been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only 
believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30engaged in the same 
conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 20:1-16 
 
Laborers in the Vineyard 
 1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to 
hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his 
vineyard. 3And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4and to them 
he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5So they went. Going out again 
about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6And about the eleventh hour he went out and 
found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, 
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8And when evening came, 
the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with 
the last, up to the first.’ 9And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a 
denarius. 10Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also 
received a denarius. 11And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12saying, ‘These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with 
me for a denarius? 14Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give 
to this last worker as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I 
choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 
16So the last will be first, and the first last.” 

 
  
 
 

SERMON HYMN:  #565 Thy Works, Not Mine, O Christ 
 
Sermon 
 
Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
 

C O N T I N U E 
P  Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
P Merciful Lord, in You there is no shadow due to change. Enkindle Your divine light in us, that we may 

stand united as Christ’s own body, holding fast to the word of life and shining brightly in the midst of 
this world’s darkness; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  
Offering – Resurrection Choir “How Great Thou Art” 
 

Service of the Sacrament   LSB 208 

Distribution Hymns:   #745 In God, My Faithful God; #738 Lord of All Hopefulness; #783 Take 
My Life and Let It Be; #782 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings 

 
 
CLOSING HYMN:  #827 Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling 
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