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Welcome to Resurrection Lutheran 
July 30, 2023 

 
In Christ the Cornerstone…Living His Word, Sharing His Love 

 

“The Kingdom of Heaven:  To Die For” 
 
 

 

AS WE GATHER 
 
Jesus’ parables in today’s 
Gospel are a bit difficult to 
understand. In the first the 
kingdom of heaven is hidden, 
like treasure in a field. In the 
second it is extremely costly, 
like a large, perfect pearl. And 

we rejoice that we have found the Kingdom and value it above all. But what about 
that third parable, in which angels sort evil and righteous people like fish being 
burned or saved? Can we sinner-saints be confident as that day approaches? We can, 
for our inclusion in the Kingdom is not because of anything we have done. First, God 
chose us to be a people for His treasured possession, the Old Testament Reading tells 
us. Then, explains the Epistle, “Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, 
who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us” 
(Romans 8:34). Our heavenly Father sent His Son to give us His own righteousness. 
For our Lord, incorporating us in the kingdom of heaven was something to die for. 
 

Opening Greetings! 
 
 
Opening Hymn: #907 God Himself is Present 
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Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution 
P God’s ways are unsearchable; all things and we ourselves belong to Him. 
C But we are not righteous, for we have done the evil He forbids. We are not upright in heart, for we 

have thought to save ourselves. We are not at peace, for we have led others astray in our 
thoughtless words. We cannot save ourselves. Forgive us and lead us in paths pleasing to You, 
gracious God. 

  
P Although we have sinned, God still surrounds us with His protection, like the mountains around 

Jerusalem. He never rests in His seeking to guide our hands to do good. He has sent His Word to turn 
our thoughts back to His grace and mercy. His peace is made sure for us in the life, death, and 
resurrection of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. In His gracious love, God declares us to be His good and 
righteous children and bestows on us the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, 
bring it to completion in the day of our Lord jesus Christ. 

C Amen. Thanks be to God! 
 
Hymn: #730 What Is the World to Me 
 
Kyrie 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For God’s peace upon us and all who call out to Him, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For peace among this world’s people, for whom Christ died, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For us here and for the Church around the world, gathered around Word and Sacrament, let us pray to 

the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P Help us, heavenly Father, save us, gracious Lord, comfort us, O Holy Spirit, and defend us according to 

Your gracious will, O God. 
C Amen. 
 
Salutation 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, 
C give us an increase of faith, hope, and love, 
  
P that, receiving what You have promised, 
C we may love what You have commanded; 
  
P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 
C Amen.  
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Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 7:6-9 
 
 6“You are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a people 
for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7It was not 
because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and 
chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8but it is because the LORD loves you and is 
keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty 
hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9Know 
therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love 
with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations.” 
 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle Reading Romans 8:28-39 
 
 28We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are 
called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
30And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and 
those whom he justified he also glorified. 

God’s Everlasting Love 
 31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not 
spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all 
things? 33Who shall bring any charge 
against God’s elect? It is God who 
justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ 
Jesus is the one who died—more than 
that, who was raised—who is at the 
right hand of God, who indeed is 
interceding for us. 35Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or danger, or sword? 36As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed 
all the day long; 
 we are regarded as sheep to be 
slaughtered.” 

37No, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him who 
loved us. 38For I am sure that neither 
death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, 
nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Verse Romans 11:33, 36; Matthew 10:39 
 
P Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
C How unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways! 
  
P For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. 
C To Him be glory forever. Amen. 
  
P Alleluia. I will open my mouth in parables; 
C I will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of the world. Alleluia. 
 
Holy Gospel Matthew 13:44-52 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
The Parable of the Hidden Treasure 

 44[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of 
heaven is like treasure hidden in a 
field, which a man found and 
covered up. Then in his joy he 
goes and sells all that he has and 
buys that field. 

The Parable of the Pearl of 
Great Value 
 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven 
is like a merchant in search of 
fine pearls, 46who, on finding one 
pearl of great value, went and 
sold all that he had and bought it. 

The Parable of the Net 
 47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of 
every kind. 48When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into 
containers but threw away the bad. 49So it will be at the close of the age. The angels will come out 
and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

New and Old Treasures 
 51“Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a 
house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Sermon 
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Sermon Hymn:  #743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure 
 
Sermon 
 
Nicene Creed (On Screen or inside back cover of LSB) 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
P God has chosen us to be His treasured possession and has given His Son to die for us. Let us go 

to Him with all our concerns. 
 
For the Church around the world, that lay and clergy members alike seek to reveal the invisible 
treasure of God’s love in Christ; for all who seek value in themselves, that they discover God’s 
great love for them, and for all those who will face God’s judgment at the end of the age, that 
they realize the forgiveness He offers in Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
P For the leaders of the world’s nations, that they seek to relieve conflict and ensure justice; for 

farmers and ranchers that they look for ways that feed us all while caring for God’s good earth; 
for all who go into harm’s way in our communities and across the globe; and for all who work 
to meet the needs of those who are sick and suffering, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Guide, strengthen, and protect them all, heavenly Father. 
  
P For those near and dear to us in their various crises of health and long-term ills, [including . . 

.]; the victims of flood, fire, or quake; and those who do not know where to turn, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

C Visit, sustain, and open doors of healing and peace according to Your gracious will, O God. 
  
P For ourselves, parents and children, singles and couples, young and old, that we strengthen 

one another in faith and love, in strength and confidence amid the conflicts and turmoil of this 
world, that God’s love and grace be evident in how we care for one another, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C Hear our prayer, heavenly Father, for we call to You in the name of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Offering 
 
Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: #802 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
 
 
 
 
 


