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Welcome to Resurrection Lutheran 
July 9, 2023 

 
In Christ the Cornerstone…Living His Word, Sharing His Love 

 

“Prisoners of Hope” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.” When we hear these words of the prophet 
Zechariah in the season of Advent, we are evermore ready to rejoice, especially as 
Christmas approaches. But to hear these words now in the middle of summer may 
strike us as a little more challenging. The pressures and doldrums of daily life can 
wear away momentary joys. In fact, the call to rejoice can seem pointless echoing 
against the hard walls of a prison of our own making. No matter how many 
Christmases we have celebrated, like the apostle Paul, we may continue to feel 
trapped by our unrelenting sinfulness. True joy comes only as we receive the 
comforting words of our Lord, “Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). Herein is the goal of Christmas. Here today by 
means of the Word of God and the receiving of His body and blood, God gives you 
faith to believe and to receive eternal salvation. By God’s Word, even today “it’s 
beginning to look a lot like Christmas.” For here is where true joy is found. 
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Opening Greetings! 
 
 
Opening Hymn: #834 O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth 
                     
Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution Romans 7:15; Matthew 11:28 
P With the apostle Paul today we admit, “I do not understand my own actions. 
C For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate.” 
  
P At the invitation of God our Savior, let us bring our weariness and burdens to Him, that His 

forgiveness may rescue us and restore to us the joy of His salvation. 
C For if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 
  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean and cannot free 

ourselves. Even though we rejoice at the joy of Christmas, daily our sins of thought, 
word, and deed cause us grief. We have forgotten You even when we needed You the 
most. Our love for our neighbors has faded. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, we 
come at His invitation seeking the true rest of the forgiveness of our sins. Amen. 

  
P “Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” Upon this, your 

confession, I by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the Word announce 
the grace of God to you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Salutation 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, Your mercy attends us all our days. Be our 

strength and support amid the wearisome changes of this world, and at life’s end grant us 
Your promised rest and the full joys of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading Zechariah 9:9-12 
 
The Coming King of Zion 

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation is he, 
humble and mounted on a donkey, 
 on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
 and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
 and he shall speak peace to the nations; 
his rule shall be from sea to sea, 
 and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
 today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Reading Romans 7:14-25a 
 
 14We know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. 15I do not understand my 
own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not 
want, I agree with the law, that it is good. 17So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells 
within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to 
do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I 
do not want is what I keep on doing. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, 
but sin that dwells within me. 
 21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight in the 
law of God, in my inner being, 23but I see in my members another law waging war against the law 
of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man 
that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord!  
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Verse Romans 11:33, 36; Matthew 10:39 
 
P Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
C How unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways! 
  
P For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. 
C To Him be glory forever. Amen. 
  
P Alleluia. Whoever finds his life will lose it, 
C and whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. Alleluia. 
 
Holy Gospel Matthew 11:25-30 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
Come to Me, and I Will Give You Rest 
 25At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have 
hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; 26yes, 
Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father, 
and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and 
anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Sermon 
 
Sermon Hymn:  #699 I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 
 
Sermon 
 
Nicene Creed (On Screen or inside back cover of LSB) 
 
Prayer of the Church 
P O God of grace, God of glory, “Now sing we, now rejoice, Now raise to heaven our voice.” 

For having first come to us in the person of Your Son, You have lifted us out of our sorrowful 
bondage to sin and death and raised us to the freedom and newness of eternal life. You have 
washed us in baptismal waters and renewed us in faith given by Your Holy Spirit. We sing and 
rejoice in thankfulness and praise. 

 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  
  
C O N T I N U E: 
 
P Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
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Offering 
 

SACRAMENT 
Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And Also with you, 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lft them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  
 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, 
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Distribution Hymns: 335 O Bride of Christ, Rejoice; 606 I Lay My Sins on Jesus; 771 Be Still, My Soul, 
before the Lord; 864 Shepherd of Tender Youth 

 
Post-Communion Thanksgiving 

P Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake 
You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake 
Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may 
be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: #966 Before You, Lord, We Bow 
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