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AS WE GATHER 
 
Peace in our time would 
be a wonderful thing to 
experience, as countless 
things in life are anything 
but peaceful. From our 
stresses and 
circumstances to the sins 

that surround us and 
others, can peace ever be attained? It is not from lack of trying. Politicians attempt to create and even 
make promises of peace, relationships that were strained can become mended, and turmoil can be 
overcome at times. But does it last? We know in this world it doesn’t, but there is a peace that does last. 
Jeremiah is inspired to speak of false peace among his people, but only the Lord can truly bring it. As the 
Paul writes about the anything-but-peaceful lives of sin, we are reminded of peace that only comes from 
God’s forgiveness in Christ. Even as Jesus speaks of the sword He comes to bring, it doesn’t bring “peace on 
earth.” As we hear God’s Word, may we be drawn today and always to a peace that is beyond our 
understanding come by and through Christ’s victory for us as we await eternal joys in Him.  
 
 

Opening Greetings! 
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Opening Hymn: #825 Rise, Shine, You People 
 
Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
                 
Opening Sentences Matthew 10:39–40 
P Our Savior Jesus Christ speaks in today’s Gospel, “Whoever finds his life will lose it, 
C and whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. 
  
P “Whoever receives you receives Me, 
C and whoever receives Me receives Him who sent Me.” 
 
Confession and Absolution Matthew 16:24; 22:37; Mark 12:30–31 
P You call us, Lord, to follow, and, as we follow, to “love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” 
C We confess that we have put love for other things above You in our hearts, souls, and 

minds. 
  
P You call us, Lord, to follow, and, as we follow, to “love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength,” and to “love 
your neighbor as yourself.” 

C We have not loved You with our whole heart, and we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserves Your present and eternal punishment. 

  
P You call us, Lord, to follow, and tell us, “If anyone would come after Me, let him deny 

himself and take up his cross and follow Me.” 
C We have often failed to take up Christ’s cross in our daily living, our witnessing, and our 

resisting of temptation. 
  
P As we follow in repentance and humbleness, 
C for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God 

forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become 
the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this 
good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 
Salutation 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. Almighty God, by the working of Your Holy Spirit, grant that we may gladly hear 
Your Word proclaimed among us and follow its directing; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  
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Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 28:5-9 
 
 5Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to Hananiah the prophet in the presence of the priests and all the 
people who were standing in the house of the LORD, 6and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the LORD 
do so; may the LORD make the words that you have prophesied come true, and bring back to this place from 
Babylon the vessels of the house of the LORD, and all the exiles. 7Yet hear now this word that I speak in your 
hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times 
prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. 9As for the prophet who 
prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes to pass, then it will be known that the LORD has 
truly sent the prophet.” 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Reading Romans 7:1-13 
 
Released from the Law 
 1Or do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking to those who know the law—that the law is 
binding on a person only as long as he lives? 2Thus a married woman is bound by law to her husband 
while he lives, but if her husband dies she is released from the law of marriage. 3Accordingly, she 
will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her husband is alive. But if her 
husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she marries another man she is not an adulteress. 
 4Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may 
belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for 
God. 5For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in 
our members to bear fruit for death. 6But now we are released from the law, having died to that 
which held us captive, so that we serve not under the old written code but in the new life of the 
Spirit. 

The Law and Sin 
 7What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the law, I 
would not have known sin. I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, “You 
shall not covet.” 8But sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, produced in me all 
kinds of covetousness. Apart from the law, sin 
lies dead. 9I was once alive apart from the law, 
but when the commandment came, sin came 
alive and I died. 10The very commandment that 
promised life proved to be death to me. 11For 
sin, seizing an opportunity through the 
commandment, deceived me and through it 
killed me. 12So the law is holy, and the 
commandment is holy and righteous and good. 
 13Did that which is good, then, bring death to 
me? By no means! It was sin, producing death in 
me through what is good, in order that sin might 
be shown to be sin, and through the 
commandment might become sinful beyond 
measure. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Verse Romans 11:33, 36; Matthew 10:39 
 
P Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
C How unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways! 
  
P For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. 
C To Him be glory forever. Amen. 
  
P Alleluia. Whoever finds his life will lose it, 
C and whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. Alleluia. 
 
Holy Gospel Matthew 10:34-42 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

Not Peace, but a Sword 
 34[Jesus said:] “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, 
but a sword. 35For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36And a person’s enemies will be those of his own household. 
37Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me. 38And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 
39Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 

Rewards 
 40“Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. 41The one who 
receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and the one who receives a 
righteous person because he is a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. 42And whoever 
gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by 
no means lose his reward.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Sermon 
 

Sermon Hymn:  #688 “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake 
 

Sermon 
 

Nicene Creed (On Screen or inside back cover of LSB) 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the people of God and for all people according to their needs…Lord, in your 

mercy, 
C hear our prayer.  
  

C O N T I N U E: 
 

P Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy through Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
Offering 
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SACRAMENT 
 

Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And Also with you, 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lft them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  
 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, 
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Distribution Hymns: 717 Eternal Father, Strong to Save   629 What Is This Bread 
696 O God, My Faithful God   636 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 
 
Post-Communion Thanksgiving 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Sentences Matthew 10:39–40 
 
P “Whoever finds his life will lose it, 
C and whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. 
  
P “Whoever receives you receives Me, 
C and whoever receives Me receives Him who sent Me.” 
 
Benediction 
P As we follow our Lord, and as we with joy go to the jobs He would have us do, the Lord goes 

with you. 
 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: #965 God Bless Our Native Land 
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