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AS WE GATHER 
 
It is not easy to live in this world 
as a believer in the one true God. 
Faith is challenged, truth is 
questioned, and persecution is 
faced. Though hardships and 
challenges are there and will 
continue, we are reminded this is 
nothing new since the fall into 
sin. The Lord doesn’t leave us 
though in midst of doubt and 
despair as we deal with division 

and even danger. He gives His 
presence and assures His lasting promises. In the Old Testament, the prophet Jeremiah and his 
people faced hardships, yet they modeled how our witness and testimony can be ones of boldness 
and confidence as we sing to and praise the Lord, for He “delivered the life of the needy from the 
hand of evildoers” (Jeremiah 20:13). As Paul would face countless challenges in his Gospel 
proclamation to the ends of the earth, he reminds us that, even amid the battle of sin, we have 
received grace and that the “free gift of God is eternal life” (Romans 6:23). Jesus also reminds us 
that as divisiveness and persecution can be expected even from those closest to us, because of His 
everlasting promises we are able to “fear not.” The psalmist also assures that the Lord remains our 
refuge and our fortress. The world around us won’t change until Christ returns, but the Lord 
doesn’t change either. In and through Him, with faith and confidence we keep our trust. 
 

Opening Greetings! 
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Opening Hymn: #905 Come, Thou Almighty King 
                     
Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution Matthew 10:23; 11:28; 16:24; 25:34; Revelation 22:20 
P We come before our Lord in confession, even as Jesus invites us to come to Him. “Come to 

Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 
C Gracious Lord, we confess we have not always sought rest for ourselves nor our 

burdened souls in You, instead seeking refuge in the temporary things of this world. 
Forgive us. 

 
P Jesus says, “If anyone would come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and 

follow Me.” 
C Lord, we confess we have not come nor followed as You desire, nor denied ourselves, 

instead at times denying the cross and faith You have graciously given. Forgive us. 
  
P In a parable, Jesus says, “Come, you who are blessed by My Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” 
C Lord, we confess we have not always been mindful of Your eternal kingdom, instead 

focusing on the things of this world. We have not loved You with our whole heart. We 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. Forgive us. 

  
P Jesus speaks of the day when the “Son of Man comes.” Until that day, as we come before 

Him in our sin and our shame and with our struggles in this world, He comes to us out of 
unconditional love with mercy and grace. Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die 
for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Salutation 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray. O God, because Your abiding presence always goes with us, keep us aware of 

Your daily mercies that we may live secure and content in Your eternal love; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 20: 7-13 
 

7O LORD, you have deceived me, 
 and I was deceived; 

you are stronger than I, 
 and you have prevailed. 

I have become a laughingstock all the day; 
 everyone mocks me. 

8For whenever I speak, I cry out, 
 I shout, “Violence and destruction!” 

For the word of the LORD has become for me 
 a reproach and derision all day long. 

9If I say, “I will not mention him, 
 or speak any more in his name,” 

there is in my heart as it were a burning fire 
 shut up in my bones, 

and I am weary with holding it in, 
 and I cannot. 

10For I hear many whispering. 
 Terror is on every side! 

“Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” 
 say all my close friends, 

 watching for my fall. 
 

“Perhaps he will be deceived; 
 then we can overcome him 

 and take our revenge on him.” 
11But the LORD is with me as a dread warrior; 
 therefore my persecutors will stumble; 

 they will not overcome me. 
They will be greatly shamed, 

 for they will not succeed. 
Their eternal dishonor 

 will never be forgotten. 
12O LORD of hosts, who tests the righteous, 
 who sees the heart and the mind, 
let me see your vengeance upon them, 

 for to you have I committed my cause. 
13Sing to the LORD; 

 praise the LORD! 
For he has delivered the life of the needy 

 from the hand of evildoers. 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Epistle Reading Romans 6:12-23 
 
 12Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. 13Do not 
present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as 
those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for 
righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under 
grace. 

Slaves to Righteousness 
 15What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16Do you 
not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one 
whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 
17But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart 
to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, 18and, having been set free from sin, 
have become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural 
limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness 
leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to 
sanctification. 
 20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21But what fruit were 
you getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? The end of those things is 
death. 22But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit 
you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, but the free 
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Verse Liturgical Text 
 
P Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 
C and His greatness is unsearchable. 
  
P On Your wondrous works, I will meditate, 
C and I will declare Your greatness. 
  
P Alleluia. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners. 
C Alleluia. 
 
Holy Gospel Matthew 10:5a, 21-33 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
Jesus Sends Out the Twelve Apostles 
 5These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, . . . 
 21“Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise 
against parents and have them put to death, 22and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But 
the one who endures to the end will be saved. 23When they persecute you in one town, flee to the 
next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of 
Man comes. 
 24“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25It is enough for the 
disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If they have called the master of 
the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household. 

Have No Fear 
 26“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will 
not be known. 27What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, 
proclaim on the housetops. 28And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. 
Rather fear him who can destroy 
both soul and body in hell. 29Are 
not two sparrows sold for a 
penny? And not one of them will 
fall to the ground apart from 
your Father. 30But even the hairs 
of your head are all numbered. 
31Fear not, therefore; you are of 
more value than many sparrows. 
32So everyone who acknowledges 
me before men, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33but whoever denies me before men, I also will 
deny before my Father who is in heaven.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Sermon 
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Sermon Hymn:  #659 Lord of Our Life 
 
Sermon 
 
Nicene Creed (On Screen or inside back cover of LSB) 
 
Prayer of the Church 
P We pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 

needs. 
 
In your mercy, hear our prayer. 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
       CONTINUE: 
 
P Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy through Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
Offering 

 

SACRAMENT 
Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And Also with you, 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lft them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  
 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, 
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
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The Words of Our Lord 
 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Distribution Hymns: 684 Come Unto Me, Ye Weary; 620 Jesus Comes Today with Healing; 784 
Take My Life and Let It Be; 727 On Eagles’ Wings  

 
Post-Communion Thanksgiving 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Closing Sentences Revelation 22:12–13; 17; 20–21 
P “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay everyone for what he 

has done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” 
C The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let 

the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without 
price. 

  
P He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
  
P The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. 
C Amen. 
 
Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: #854 Forth in Thy Name, O Lord, I Go 
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