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AS WE GATHER 

 
Although the Old Testament Reading and Gospel teach us about our prayer life, the Epistle goes beyond our 
conversation with God to His grace in time and eternity. Paul calls Scripture God-breathed and thereby 
reminds us of the breath of God in creation, Jesus’ breathing on the disciples on Easter, and the clear 
witness that Scripture gives about our Savior. In this truth, we find confident hope that God hears our 
prayers. Today’s Readings provide examples of prayer: Jacob receives a greater blessing than he expects, 
and a woman in Jesus’ parable obtains justice in her persistence. But prayer does not really start with our 
request; it is always a response to God’s grace and mercy revealed in the God-breathed Scriptures and known 
by faith in our Savior. We now hear that Word and respond with our brothers and sisters in confident peace 
and joy. 
 
Greet One Another! 
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Opening Hymn:  #869 With the Lord Begin Your Task 
 
 

Divine Service, Setting IV 
LSB 203 or on screen 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P Let us pray.  
 O Lord, almighty and everlasting God, You have commanded us to pray and have promised to hear us. 

Mercifully grant that Your Holy Spirit may direct and govern our hearts in all things that we may 
persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 32:22-30 
 
Jacob Wrestles with God 
 22The same night [Jacob] arose and took his two wives, his two female servants, and his eleven 

children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the stream, and 
everything else that he had. 24And Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with him until the breaking 
of the day. 25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and 
Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, for the day has 
broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” 27And he said to him, “What is your 
name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, 
for you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell 
me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob 
called the name of the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life has been 
delivered.” 

 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Epistle 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 

 
 14As for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you 

learned it 15and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able 
to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17that the man of 
God may be competent, equipped for every good work. 

Preach the Word 
 1I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by 

his appearing and his kingdom: 2preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 3For the time is coming when people will not 
endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit 
their own passions, 4and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 5As for 
you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia and Verse LSB 205 or on screen 
 

Holy Gospel  Luke 18:1-8 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eighteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
The Parable of the Persistent Widow 
 1[Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. 2He said, 

“In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected man. 3And there was a widow 
in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.’ 4For a while he 
refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, 5yet because this 
widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual 
coming.’” 6And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. 7And will not God give justice to 
his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? 8I tell you, he will give justice to 
them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’s SERMON 
 
Sermon Hymn:  #769 Eternal Spirit of the Living Christ 
 
Sermon 
 
Apostles’ Creed LSB 207 or on screen

 
Prayer of the Church  
 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

 
Almighty God, the righteous call to You day and night, and You answer them speedily. Grant us faith to 
rest securely in Your mercy and justice as we await the coming of the Son of Man. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
Following each Petition: 
 
P Lord, in Your mercy 
C  hear our prayer. 
 

 * * * 
P Gracious Lord, You desire us to come to You in prayer and not lose heart in the midst of suffering. As 

we struggle with many afflictions in this vale of tears, strengthen us by the suffering and cross of Your 
Son. Have mercy on us when our spirits fail and we are overwhelmed by despair. Renew our faith by 
the proclamation of the Gospel to cry to You in hope day and night. You are our Keeper. Guard us 
when death draws near, and grant that we would be found faithful on the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Offering  
 
 
 
 
 

SACRAMENT LSB 208 
 
Distribution Hymns: 
 722 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me 
 739 Precious Lord, Take My Hand 
 655 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 
 819 Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good 

 
 
Benedicamus    LSB 212 

 
Closing Hymn:  #828 We Are Called to Stand Together 


