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We have gathered outside of the nave, following the ancient custom of the Church, which for two thousand years has 
gathered at the entrance of Christ’s tomb at Easter sunrise to celebrate His resurrection. When we join in our opening hymn, 
we will walk into the sanctuary, as Jesus’ followers walked to the tomb on the first Easter morning. As we gather, think about 
the despair and hopelessness that must have filled the hearts of Jesus’ followers. Take note of how the somber darkness 
erupts in joyous light as we enter our worship space to celebrate the victory that is ours. Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen 
indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Holy Gospel Mark 16:1–3 
 
 1When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Salome bought spices, so that they might go 
and anoint him. 2And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3And they were saying to 
one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Our Journey to the Tomb 
 
P Lord God, our heavenly Father, we walk in spirit with those who went to the tomb early that first Easter morning. 
C And we walk with all the mourners everywhere who have suffered and who are still suffering. Color the world this 

 morning dark and gray and sad. 
  

P If Christ has not been raised, our faith is in vain, and we are still in our sins. 
C Our words of confession would bounce back to accuse us. Our sins of thought, word and deed would declare us guilty. 

We would forever exist in the death called sin. 
  

P The sealed tomb seals our fate, for in our sin God Himself 
could not rescue us from what we are. 
C The world would go on toward death, sealed with the 

curse of the Fall, with pain, suffering, and a 
meaningless life and death for all. 

  

P If Christ has not been raised, then those who die have 
perished forever. 

C The grave would have won, for if Christ cannot 
conquer, how can we? 

  

P So we come to the tomb this morning, with only one thing 
in mind: 

C To better prepare His body for the sleep of death, and 
to prepare ourselves for the same sorry sleep. For if 
Christ has not been raised, we are the most pitiful of 
people. 

  

P But who will roll away the stone – Pilate’s stone, the stone of death, the stone of sin that blocks the way to God? 
 
456 Were You There 

 
1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
    Oh . . .Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 
        tremble, 
        tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 

3 Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 
    Oh . . .Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 
        tremble, 
        tremble. 
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 

2 Were you there  
when they nailed Him to the tree? 
Were you there  
when they nailed Him to the tree? 
    Oh . . .Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 
        tremble, 
        tremble. 
Were you there  
when they nailed Him to the tree? 

4 Were you there  
when God raised Him from the tomb? 
Were you there 
 when God raised Him from the tomb? 
    Oh . . .Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 
        tremble, 
        tremble. 
Were you there  
when God raised Him from the tomb? 

 
Text: African American spiritual, 19th cent., alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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Holy Gospel Mark 16:4–8 
 
 4And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was very 
large. 5And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, 
dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. 6And he said to them, “Do not be 
alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not 
here. See the place where they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that 
he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.”  
8And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had 
seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Our Journey to the Tomb 2 
 
P People of God, why do you seek the living among the dead? 
C Because we have nowhere else to Go. He had told us that He is the Way, the Truth, and the  Life. 
  
P People of God, why do you seek the living among the dead? 
C Because we live in a world that still suffers from wars and hunger, cruelty and bloodshed. Because families are torn 

apart by greed or death or selfishness. Because individual lives deny or mock God. 
  
P People of God, approach the tomb! Seek the miracle of new life! People of God, why do you seek the living among the dead? 
C Because He spoke of resurrection and life and hope and victory. 
  
P People of God, do not live in death! Do not let sin be your master! Jesus Christ has risen to forgive you. He has risen to save 

you. He has risen to give you life. People of God, He is not here. He is risen! 
C Yes, the tomb is empty. He is Risen! 
  
P Christ is risen! 
C And He is among us! 
  
P Alleluia! 
C Alleluia! 
  
P Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
 
Easter Sunrise Collect 
 
P Almighty God, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You overcame death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life.  

We humbly pray that we may live before You in righteousness and purity forever; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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HYMN:  490 Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christian Fürchtegott Gellert, 1715–69; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Old Testament Reading Job 19:23-27 
 
P The Old Testament Reading is from Job, chapter 19. 

  
23“Oh that my words were written! 
 Oh that they were inscribed in a book! 
24Oh that with an iron pen and lead 
 they were engraved in the rock forever! 
25For I know that my Redeemer lives, 
 and at the last he will stand upon the earth. 
26And after my skin has been thus destroyed, 
 yet in my flesh I shall see God, 
27whom I shall see for myself, 
 and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 
 My heart faints within me!” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle 1 Corinthians 15:51–57 

 
P The Epistle is from 1 Corinthians, chapter 15. 

  51Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, 52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we 
shall be changed. 53For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, 
and this mortal body must put on immortality. 54When the perishable puts on 
the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass 
the saying that is written: 

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 55“O death, where is 
your victory?  O death, where is 
your sting?” 

56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to 
God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Gospel John 20:1–10 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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The Resurrection 
 1Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had 

been taken away from the tomb. 2So she ran and 
went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 
whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have 
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 
where they have laid him.” 3So Peter went out with 
the other disciple, and they were going toward the 
tomb. 4Both of them were running together, but the 
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 
first. 5And stooping to look in, he saw the linen 
cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon 
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. 
He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7and the face 
cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with 
the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 
8Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb 
first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as 
yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he 
must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples went 
back to their homes. 

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’s MESSAGE  
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SERMON HYMN:  480 He’s Risen, He’s Risen 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: C. F. W. Walther, 1811–87, abr.; tr. Anna M. Meyer, 1867–1941, alt. 
Tune: C. F. W. Walther, 1811–87 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016479 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
 
Reaffirmation of Baptismal Faith 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Father who created us and preserves us to this day. 
C We praise You Father, for giving us everything we need to support our body and life. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Son who redeemed us with His holy precious blood. 
C We praise You, Lord Jesus, for the forgiveness and peace You won for us. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Holy Spirit who called us into the family of believers through our baptisms. 
C We praise You, Lord, for Your help and blessings in our lives.  Amen. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Offering/Hymn: 464 The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: Symphonia Sirenum Selectarum, 1695, Köln; tr. Francis Pott, 1832–1909, alt. 
Tune: Giovanni P. da Palestrina, c. 1525–1594, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Prayer of the Church 
 
Following each petition: 
 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
* * * 
 
P We join today in singing eternal alleluias with innumerable angels in festal gathering, with the assembly of the firstborn 

enrolled in heaven and with the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and we bring these petitions before You, dear 
Father, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

Lord's Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 

 
Easter Acclamation 

 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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CLOSING HYMN:  465 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876–1947, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln 
Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016479 
Tune:  Public Domain 

 
 


