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AS WE GATHER -  
 
It seems that much time is spent deciding which sins are worse and which sinners are worst. In the Gospel for today, Jesus is 
confronted with this question and turns it into a call for all sinners to repent. But this is not only a call to confess your sins, it is a call to 
turn away from those sins and become the fruitful trees of the Spirit’s planting. These fruits are displayed in us when we turn away from 
our self-interest and benefit and behold our neighbor in need. The call of the day is to repent and live the righteous life that flows from 
repentance and faith under the power of the Holy Spirit. Repentance always involves turning and this turn is away from sin and to life! 

 
Opening Greeting 
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OPENING HYMN: 918 Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: William Williams, 1717–91, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722–96, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. William Williams, 1717–91 
Tune: John Hughes, 1873–1932 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Invocation LSB 184 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
Exhortation LSB 184 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
Confession of Sins LSB 184 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
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Absolution LSB 185 
 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 

unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Introit (spoken during non-communion service) Psalm 5:4-8; Psalm 1:6 
 
P  For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
C but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 
P  For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; 
C evil may not dwell with you. 
 
P  The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; 
C you hate all evildoers. 
 
P  You destroy those who speak lies; 
C the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man. 
 
P  But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will enter your house. 
C I will bow down toward your holy temple in the fear of you. 
 
P  Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness because of my enemies; 
C make your way straight before me. 
 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

P  For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
C but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 
Kyrie (Sung) LSB 186 

 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day (Sung) 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Let us pray. O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways and bring 

them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 33:7-20 
 

 7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall 
give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn 
from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn 
from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul. 
 
Why Will You Die, Israel? 
 10“And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you said: ‘Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us, and 
we rot away because of them. How then can we live?’ 11Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death 
of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of 
Israel? 
 12“And you, son of man, say to your people, The righteousness of the righteous shall not deliver him when he transgresses, and 
as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall by it when he turns from his wickedness, and the righteous shall not be able to live 
by his righteousness when he sins. 13Though I say to the righteous that he shall surely live, yet if he trusts in his righteousness and 
does injustice, none of his righteous deeds shall be remembered, but in his injustice that he has done he shall die. 14Again, though I 
say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ yet if he turns from his sin and does what is just and right, 15if the wicked restores the pledge, 
gives back what he has taken by robbery, and walks in the statutes of life, not doing injustice, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 
16None of the sins that he has committed shall be remembered against him. He has done what is just and right; he shall surely live. 
 17“Yet your people say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just,’ when it is their own way that is not just. 18When the righteous turns from 
his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it. 19And when the wicked turns from his wickedness and does what is just and 
right, he shall live by them. 20Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, I will judge each of you according to his 
ways.” 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle Philippians 3:17—4:1 
 

 17Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to 
the example you have in us. 18For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you 
even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19Their end is destruction, their god 
is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 20But our 
citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who will 
transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to 
subject all things to himself. 
  
 1Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus 

in the Lord, my beloved. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Gospel Luke 13:1–9 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 
Repent or Perish 
 1There were some present at that very time who told [Jesus] about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their 
sacrifices. 2And he answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they 
suffered in this way? 3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. 4Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam 
fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless 
you repent, you will all likewise perish.”  
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The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree 
 6And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it 
and found none. 7And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now I have come seeking fruit on 
this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ 8And he answered him, ‘Sir, 
let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on manure. 9Then if it should bear fruit next year, 
well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’” 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 
 
 
 

 
Apostles' Creed 

 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Children's Sermon 
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696 O God, My Faithful God 

 

 

 

 
 

5   
Let me depart this life 
    Confiding in my Savior; 
By grace receive my soul 
    That it may live forever; 
And let my body have 
    A quiet resting place 
Within a Christian grave; 
    And let it sleep in peace. 

6  
And on that final day 
    When all the dead are waking, 
Stretch out Your mighty hand, 
    My deathly slumber breaking. 
Then let me hear Your voice, 
    Redeem this earthly frame, 
And bid me to rejoice 
    With those who love Your name. 
 

 
 
Text: F. B. P., 16th cent., alt. 
Tune: American 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon 
 

Offertory (sung) LSB 192 
 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
And renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, 
And uphold me with Thy free spirit. 
 

Offering and Offering Hymn:  761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me (Sung during non-communion service) 
 

 

 

 
 
Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740–78 
Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784–1872 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Prayer of the Church 
P Almighty God, You order and number our days according to Your wisdom. Give us repentant hearts, lest we perish with this 

world of violence and suffering, that we would hold fast to Christ for life and salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
  
P Gracious Lord, You take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but desire that they would turn and live. Give pastors courage to 

warn of sin and death. Give all Christians strength to defend that message. Turn sinners to life by the proclamation of Christ, 
who delivers from all unrighteousness. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Heavenly Father, guard Your people against immorality. Grant that our homes would be havens of godly instruction and chastity, 

and fill marriages with fidelity and love. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
  
P God of all, You establish justice not through the desires of sinners but by Your Law, which is for all. Enlighten the authorities of 

this and every nation, that they might rule justly for true good. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
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P Holy God, remember Your people who cry to You for mercy in a world where towers fall and sinners work evil. Deliver those in 
need of healing and comfort, [especially _____________,] and strengthen them to look to You for help in their time of affliction. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Lord of life, You have brought us into Your vineyard and appointed us to bear good fruit. Receive our thanks for Your patience, 

and grant that we would show Your love and grace in all that we say and do. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
  
P Almighty God, You led Your people, Israel, through the sea and fed them in the wilderness until You delivered them to the 

Promised Land. You also have faithfully enlivened Your people with Christ by means of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion. 
Receive our thanks for Your kindness to the saints who now rest from their labors, and sustain us by Your Means of Grace until 
You deliver us also to heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God forever. 

C Amen. 
  

Lord's Prayer   (Spoken here during non-communion service)  
 

+  Service of the Sacrament + 
Preface (Sung) LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 
Proper Preface (Full) 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many 
that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 
Sanctus (Sung) LSB 195 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
Lord's Prayer LSB 196 
 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it 

to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini (Sung) LSB 197 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei (Sung) LSB 198 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 
 

Distribution & Hymns: 
 
608 Lord, to You I Make Confession 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 

 

 

 
Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740–78 
Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784–1872 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

704 Renew Me, O Eternal Light 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Friedrich Ruopp, 1672–1708; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: As hymnodus sacer, 1625, Leipzig 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Nunc Dimittis (Sung) LSB 199 
C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 
 for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
 a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving LSB 200 
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C (Sung) and His mercy endureth forever. 
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Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 
 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C (Sung) Amen. 
 
Salutation LSB 201 
P The Lord be with you. 
C (Sung) And with thy spirit. 

 
Benedicamus LSB 202 
P Bless we the Lord. 
C (Sung) Thanks be to God. 
 
Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
C (Sung) Amen, amen, amen. 
 
Closing Hymn:  861 Christ Be My Leader 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 
Tune: Irish 
Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016479 
Tune: Public domain 
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