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AS WE GATHER
As the family is the shape of our lives on earth, so is family God’s design for eternity. When Adam and Eve
succumbed to Satan’s lies and were lost to God, He was relentless in working to restore them and their children.
He delivered up His own Son to rescue and redeem us and make us His children once again. God’s family is all
those who are bound by blood—the blood of Christ—and who have been born anew, adopted, and marked as
His own. Satan’s claim on us is paid in Christ so that we might be free to be the children of God, to call God
Father, and to know and trust in His gifts, grace, and promises. This is our identity today by Baptism and faith,
and this is our future in everlasting life.

594 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It

Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016479
Tune: Public domain

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession and Absolution
P
C

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Silence for self-examination.
P
C

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I
have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault;
wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting
life. Amen.

P

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and given to us His only Son to suffer and die for our
salvation. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in
us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

C

Salutation
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P

C

Let us pray. Merciful Father, when sin had stolen us from You and held us captive to death, You determined to
restore the family You had made and sent forth Your own Son to win us back into Your family. Grant us grace
that we rejoice in this gift and be sustained through forgiveness until we dwell with You on high; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading

Genesis 3:8–15

8
They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9But the LORD God called to the man
and said to him, “Where are you?” 10And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I
was naked, and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I
commanded you not to eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree,
and I ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent
deceived me, and I ate.”
14
The LORD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
15
I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle

2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1
13

Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we also
believe, and so we also speak, 14knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us
with you into his presence. 15For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may
increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
16
So we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day.
17
For this slight momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18as we look
not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things
that are unseen are eternal.
Our Heavenly Dwelling
1
For we know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Verse

Psalm 127:1a

C
P
C

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Unless the LORD builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Text: © 2001 Crossway Bibles. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110016479

Holy Gospel
P
C

Mark 3:20–35

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
20

Then [Jesus] went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even eat. 21And when his family
heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, “He is out of his mind.”
Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit
22
And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “by the prince
of demons he casts out the demons.” 23And he called them to him and said to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out
Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a house is divided against itself, that
house will not be able to stand. 26And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but is
coming to an end. 27But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong
man. Then indeed he may plunder his house.
28
“Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and whatever blasphemies they utter, 29but
whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”— 30for they had said,
“He has an unclean spirit.”
Jesus’ Mother and Brothers
31
And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent to him and called him. 32And a crowd was
sitting around him, and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers are outside, seeking you.” 33And he answered
them, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 34And looking about at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my
mother and my brothers! 35Whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and sister and mother.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’s SERMON

561 The Tree of Life

Tune: © 1995 Bruce W. Becker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016479
Text: © 1993 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016479

Sermon

Nicene Creed
C

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
P

Having heard the call of God’s grace, let us come near to His throne of grace with prayers on behalf of ourselves
and all people according to their needs.
Silence for prayer.

C
P
C
P
C

Make Your Church one family, a people born again of Your promise in baptismal water, who believe in You and
who delight in Your mercies, and sustain them in faith until that day when we shall dwell in Your presence
forevermore. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Give courage and strength to all pastors and church workers who serve Your people in Your name, grant success
to the proclamation of the Gospel, and guide Your Church through the Holy Spirit to be faithful amid persecution
and steadfast against temptation. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Bless our president, Congress, governor, legislature, and all who make, administer, and judge our laws, that they
lead with wisdom and serve with integrity on behalf of all people, and particularly for the unborn. Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.

P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C

Bless the fruits of the earth and those who tend the fields on our behalf, bless all honest labor and industry, and
give inspiration and grace to those who serve us with the arts and music. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Give to all families grace to love one another, that husbands and wives live in fidelity toward each other and show
compassionate care to their children. Bless all women in childbirth and sustain the aged in strength of body and
mind. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Rally the nations to peace that all peoples enjoy the protection of law, the gift of liberty, and the freedom to live
fruitful, upright, and godly lives; bring an end to all oppression, acts of terror, and violence. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Deliver the sick from the burdens of the flesh and grant them healing according to Your will, give peace to those
troubled in mind, deliver the dying into Your everlasting arms, and comfort the grieving with hope, [especially . . .
and those we name in our hearts . . . ]. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Make us a generous people that we willingly share the resources You have given with those in need and for the
support of Your Church and the good work of Your kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Prepare us to receive Your blessed gifts in this Holy Communion that we eat the bread of Christ’s flesh and drink
the cup of His blood with faith and repentance and show forth its fruits in our daily lives. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All these things we would ask of You, O Lord, trusting in Your mercy to grant us only what is best for us. Give us
faith, trusting in Your mercy, that we may abide in Your presence in peace, in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
Amen.

Offering

SACRAMENT
Preface
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P

C

Blessed are You, almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, blessed are You. Before the foundation of the
world You chose us to be Your children. You have liberated us from the power of darkness and brought us into the
kingdom of Your dear Son, the very image and reflection of Your glory. For Him, all things were made and
through Him all things have their life and being. In Him, we have received redemption and forgiveness of sins.
Amen.

Lord's Prayer
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Our Lord
P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

424 O Christ, You Walked the Road

Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016479
Tune: Public domain

673 Jerusalem, My Happy Home

5

Apostles, martyrs, prophets, there
Around my Savior stand;
And soon my friends in Christ below
Will join the glorious band.

6

O Christ, do Thou my soul prepare
For that bright home of love
That I may see Thee and adore
With all Thy saints above.

Tune and text: Public domain

721 Lead Me, Guide Me

Tune and text: © 1953 Doris M. Akers, admin. Chappell & Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016479

Post-Communion Thanksgiving
P Let us pray.

C

Almighty and everlasting God, we thank and praise You for feeding us the life-giving body and blood of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send us Your Holy Spirit, that having with our mouths received the Holy Sacrament,
we may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life
eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Benediction
P
C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Dismissal
P
C

Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.

850 God of Grace and God of Glory

Text and tune: Public domain
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