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AS WE GATHER
We tend to look for things to make faith easier. Signs, wonders, or just little hints here and there would help. But the
disciples had all these things and heard Jesus promise His resurrection, and still they gathered behind the locked doors
of their fears. What we do have is Christ, His Word that bestows and sustains our faith, and His Holy Sacrament wherein
He feeds us with His body and blood. Though we have not seen with our eyes, we see with faith and join with doubting
Thomas to confess, “My Lord and my God!”
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482 This Joyful Eastertide

Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

LSB 151

P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C
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Introit

Psalm 105:1–5, 8; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2–3

P
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Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to salvation—
if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

P
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Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!

P
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Sing to him, sing praises to him;
tell of all his wondrous works!

P
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Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!

P
C

Seek the LORD and his strength;
seek his presence continually!

P
C

Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered.

P
C

He remembers his covenant forever,
The word that he commanded, for a thousand generations.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P
C

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to salvation—
if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
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Kyrie

LSB 152
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This Is the Feast

LSB 155

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P

Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by Your grace confess in our life
and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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First Reading

Acts 4:32–35

They Had Everything in Common
32
The full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him
was his own, but they had everything in common. 33And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as
were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it
was distributed to each as any had need.
P
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle

1 John 1:1—2:2

The Word of Life
1
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon
and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to
it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3that which we have seen and
heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and
with his Son Jesus Christ. 4And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.
Walking in the Light
5
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6If
we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7But if we walk in the
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we
say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in
us.
Christ Our Advocate
1
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the
sins of the whole world.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Common Alleluia and Verse

LSB 156
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Holy Gospel
P

John 20:19–31

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.

Jesus Appears to the Disciples
19
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”
Jesus and Thomas
24
Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told
him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into
the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”
26
Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands;
and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my
God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.”
The Purpose of This Book
30
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31but these are
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Children's Sermon
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472 These Things Did Thomas Count as Real

Tune: © 2003 Stephen R. Johnson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016479
Text: © 1984 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016479

Sermon
Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayer of the Church
P
C

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P

For all His adopted children in Christ, that they would always long for the pure spiritual milk of the Word, let us pray
to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

C

For the Church on earth, that her ministers would faithfully pronounce the free forgiveness of sins to all repentant
sinners and so show forth the peace declared between God and man in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the Church in her works of mercy, that she would be united in the common life and love of our Savior and so share
that life and love with those in need, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For Christian parents, that the peace of the risen Christ and the forgiveness of sins would be freely shared in the home
and so bind families together in love, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the authorities God has placed over us in federal, state and local governments, that He would give them the desire
to serve with integrity and honor and to work for the benefit of all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the sick and sorrowful, for those who mourn, and for all who stand in need of our prayers, [especially____,] let us
pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For all who eat and drink the body and blood of Christ, the Word of life, that forgiven of their sins, they may also have
fellowship with God and one another, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You that out of Your indescribable grace and for the sake of Your Son You have
given us the Holy Gospel and instituted the Holy Sacraments, that through them we may have comfort and the
forgiveness of sin. Grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we may heartily believe Your Word, and through the Holy
Sacraments establish our faith day by day, until at last we obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
C

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Offering/Hymn 917 Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise

Text and tune: Public domain
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Service of the Sacrament
Preface

P

LSB 160

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty
Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying
He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene,
Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

LSB 161
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
P

C

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your onlybegotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished
for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with
Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be
all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord's Prayer
P
C

LSB 162

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P

LSB 161

LSB 162

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
P

LSB 163

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Agnus Dei

LSB 163
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
470 O Sons and Daughters of the King

5

6

7
When Thomas first the tidings heard
That they had seen the risen Lord,
He doubted the disciples’ word.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

No longer Thomas then denied;
He saw the feet, the hands, the side;
“You are my Lord and God!” he cried.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

8

“My piercèd side, O Thomas, see,
And look upon My hands, My feet;
Not faithless but believing be.”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

How blest are they who have not seen
And yet whose faith has constant been,
For they eternal life shall win.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

9

On this most holy day of days
Be laud and jubilee and praise:
To God your hearts and voices raise.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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467 Awake, My Heart, with Gladness

5 The world against me rages,
Its fury I disdain;
Though bitter war it wages,
Its work is all in vain.
My heart from care is free,
No trouble troubles me.
Misfortune now is play,
And night is bright as day.
6 Now I will cling forever
To Christ, my Savior true;
My Lord will leave me never,
Whate’er He passes through.
He rends death’s iron chain;
He breaks through sin and pain;
He shatters hell’s grim thrall;
I follow Him through all.

7

He brings me to the portal
That leads to bliss untold,
Whereon this rhyme immortal
Is found in script of gold:
“Who there My cross has shared
Finds here a crown prepared;
Who there with Me has died
Shall here be glorified.”

Text and tune: Public domain
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Thank the Lord

LSB 164

Post-Communion Collect
P

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that
of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
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Benediction
P

LSB 166

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

720 We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight

Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016479
Text: Public domain

Acknowledgments
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV ® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.

17 | P a g e

