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“Return to the Church” As Jesus hangs lifeless on the cross, a soldier approaches Him and is prepared to break His legs. But he sees
that Jesus is dead, that “it is finished.” As a final, gruesome confirmation, the soldier thrusts his spear into Jesus’ side. At once, a flood
of blood and water gushes out. Our salvation has been accomplished, and from a wound in the side of our Lord is born the Church, the
very Bride of Christ. Tomorrow, Jesus will rise from the dead, but today we focus our attention on what Christ has accomplished through
His death: He has taken your sins—all of them—upon Himself and has endured your punishment to ensure your salvation. And now He
has called you into the Church, into the body of believers, to support and encourage one another as we work out our salvation with fear
and trembling. God never intended us to go it alone; He gave us brothers and sisters in Christ to walk beside us.

Holy Gospel

Mark 16:1–3

1When

the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Salome bought spices, so that they might go
and anoint him. 2And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3And they were saying to
one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Our Journey to the Tomb
P
Lord God, our heavenly Father, we walk in spirit with those who went to the tomb early that first Easter morning.
C
And we walk with all the mourners everywhere who have suffered and who are still suffering. Color the world this
morning dark and gray and sad.
P
C

If Christ has not been raised, our faith is in vain, and we are still in our sins.
Our words of confession would bounce back to accuse us. Our sins of thought, word and deed would declare us guilty.
We would forever exist in the death called sin.

P
C

The sealed tomb seals our fate, for in our sin God Himself could not rescue us from what we are.
The world would go on toward death, sealed with the curse of the Fall, with pain, suffering, and a meaningless life and
death for all.

P
C

If Christ has not been raised, then those who die have perished forever.
The grave would have won, for if Christ cannot conquer, how can we?

P
C

So we come to the tomb this morning, with only one thing in mind:
To better prepare His body for the sleep of death, and to prepare ourselves for the same sorry sleep. For if Christ has
not been raised, we are the most pitiful of people.

P

But who will roll away the stone – Pilate’s stone, the stone of death, the stone of sin that blocks the way to God?

456 Were You There

Holy Gospel

Mark 16:4–7

4And

looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was very large. 5And entering the tomb, they saw a young
man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. 6And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and
Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Our Journey to the Tomb 2
P
C

People of God, why do you seek the living among the dead?
Because we have nowhere else to Go. He had told us that He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.

P
C

People of God, why do you seek the living among the dead?
Because we live in a world that still suffers from wars and hunger, cruelty and bloodshed. Because families are torn
apart by greed or death or selfishness. Because individual lives deny or mock God.

P
C

People of God, approach the tomb! Seek the miracle of new life! People of God, why do you seek the living among the dead?
Because He spoke of resurrection and life and hope and victory.

P
C

People of God, do not live in death! Do not let sin be your master! Jesus Christ has risen to forgive you. He has risen to save
you. He has risen to give you life. People of God, He is not here. He is risen!
Yes, the tomb is empty. He is Risen!

P
C

Christ is risen!
And He is among us!

P
C

Alleluia!
Alleluia!

P
C

Christ is risen! Alleluia!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Easter Sunrise Collect
P
C

Almighty God, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You overcame death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life.
We humbly pray that we may live before You in righteousness and purity forever; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

487 Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain

Tune and text: Public domain

Old Testament Reading

Exodus 15:1–11

The Song of Moses
1Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the L ORD, saying,
“I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously;
the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.
2The LORD is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation;
this is my God, and I will praise him,
my father’s God, and I will exalt him.
3The LORD is a man of war;
the LORD is his name.
4“Pharaoh’s chariots and his host he cast into the sea,
and his chosen officers were sunk in the Red Sea.
5The floods covered them;
they went down into the depths like a stone.
6Your right hand, O LORD, glorious in power,
your right hand, O LORD, shatters the enemy.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

7In

the greatness of your majesty you overthrow your
adversaries;
you send out your fury; it consumes them like stubble.
8At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up;
the floods stood up in a heap;
the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea.
9The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, I will overtake,
I will divide the spoil, my desire shall have its fill of them.
I will draw my sword; my hand shall destroy them.’
10You blew with your wind; the sea covered them;
they sank like lead in the mighty waters.
11“Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods?
Who is like you, majestic in holiness,
awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders?”

Epistle

1 Corinthians 5:6b–8

Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 7Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you
really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old
leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel
P
C

John 20:1–18

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

The Resurrection
1Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had
been taken away from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to
them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3So Peter went out with the other
disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 4Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached
the tomb first. 5And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him,
and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen
cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and
believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples went back to their
homes.
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene
11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the tomb. 12And she saw two angels in
white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14Having said this, she
turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?
Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you
have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means
Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I
am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I
have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her.
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

481 Scatter the Darkness, Break the Gloom

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1995 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016479

Sermon
Reaffirmation of Baptismal Faith
P
C

Let us give thanks to the Father who created us and preserves us to this day.
We praise You Father, for giving us everything we need to support our body and life.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Son who redeemed us with His holy precious blood.
We praise You, Lord Jesus, for the forgiveness and peace You won for us.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Holy Spirit who called us into the family of believers through our baptisms.
We praise You, Lord, for Your help and blessings in our lives. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed
C
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
Offering

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting.
Amen.

465 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds

Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016479
Tune: Public domain

Prayer of the Church
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

C
P
C
P
C

Lord God, on this glorious day, fill Your people with a holy fear at the resurrection of Your Son, that we would tremble no
longer before the grave but rejoice and live in the truth of Your power to save. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Be with Matthew, our Synod president; _____________, our district president; and all our pastors. Keep them faithful to
deliver to Your people the apostolic Gospel of Your Son’s death, burial and resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Let us hold fast to the Word preached to us, that receiving it with joy we may take our stand in it and be saved by it.
Hinder all who would sow doubt into our hearts, and grant us courage to confess its truth in our life and conversation.
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

C

Bless Joseph, our president, and all who make and administer our laws. Frustrate the forces of evil, and do not let our
leaders cooperate with them or further their goals. Guard our armed forces as they stand watch for us at home and
abroad. Let them serve with honor and integrity. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Have mercy on the sick and those in any need [especially _____________]. Let the dawning light of the new creation in
Christ sustain them in faith. In accord with Your will, grant them renewed health — a foretaste of their eternal healing in
Him. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Give us joy in Your Son’s great victory feast as He shares it with us from this altar. In the eating of His true body and the
drinking of His precious blood in faith, overcome our sin by His forgiveness and swallow up our death in His life, that we
may be glad and rejoice in His salvation. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Comfort those who mourn with the truth of Christ’s empty tomb, that in the midst of their grief they may abide in the hope
of His resurrection. Uphold them in faith as they await the day when You will wipe every tear from all faces. Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
We join today in singing eternal alleluias with innumerable angels in festal gathering, with the assembly of the firstborn
enrolled in heaven and with the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and we bring these petitions before You, dear
Father, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power
and the glory
forever and ever.
Amen.
Benediction
P
C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Easter Acclamation
P
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

464 The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done
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