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Midweek in Lent – 5 “Return from the Kingdom of God”
Again and again, Jesus refers to “the kingdom of God,” perhaps better understood as “the reign and rule of God.” But
what does that mean? Pontius Pilate reigns at his headquarters and is forced to wrestle with exactly that question. How
do we navigate the waters of worldly authority and stay true to the eternal authority of God in heaven? This sermon takes
on the question of what it means to say that Jesus is our King. Pilate asks, “What is truth?” (John 18:38), but the real
question is “Who is truth?” The answer is simple: Jesus Christ. He is our King in a way that no earthly authority could ever
comprehend. He is the King who loves and provides for His subjects. The King who places a premium not on lordship but
on service. The King who leads by example rather than by force. The King who offers Himself to ensure the salvation of
His people. He is the King who calls us to return to His rule and reign so that He can pour out blessings on us.
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Versicles (Lent)

Phos Hilaron
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Thanksgiving for Light
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Psalmody – Psalm 141
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Psalm Prayer
P
C

Let us pray. Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness
descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole
heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT Reading
1

Who has believed what they heard from us?
And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
2
For he grew up before him like a young plant,
and like a root out of dry ground;
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
and no beauty that we should desire him.
3
He was despised and rejected by men;
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief;
and as one from whom men hide their faces
he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 53:1-3

EPISTLE Reading

I Timothy 2:1-7

Pray for All People
1
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people,
2
for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in
every way. 3This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires all people to be saved and
to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus, 6who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. 7For this
I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith
and truth.
P
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL Reading

John 18:28-38

Jesus Before Pilate
28
Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor’s headquarters. It was early morning. They
themselves did not enter the governor’s headquarters, so that they would not be defiled, but could eat the
Passover. 29So Pilate went outside to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this man?” 30They
answered him, “If this man were not doing evil, we would not have delivered him over to you.” 31Pilate said to
them, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” The Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put
anyone to death.” 32This was to fulfill the word that Jesus had spoken to show by what kind of death he was going
to die.
My Kingdom Is Not of This World
33
So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”
34
Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” 35Pilate answered,
“Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have you done?” 36Jesus
answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been
fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 37Then Pilate said
to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this
purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my
voice.” 38Pilate said to him, “What is truth?”
After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him.
P
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Final Reading Response
P
C

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
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451 Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon – “Return to the Kingdom of God”

Canticle/945 Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved

Offering / Hymn: Break Your Hearts

Text and text and text and text and tune and tune and tune and tune: © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CPH Lent License no. 110016479
Tune and tune and tune and tune: © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CPH Lent License no. 110016479

Prayer/Litany
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The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.

P
C

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P
C

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us
pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P
C

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and
for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us,
that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who
sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

C

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P
C

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

P
C

For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:

Silence for individual prayer may follow.

Collect For Peace
P

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants,
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also
that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Lord’s Prayer
P

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

C

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Benedicamus/Benediction

P

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.

878 Abide with Me

5

I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still if Thou abide with me!

6

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

Text and tune: Public domain
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~ Return to the Lord ~
In the Book of Joel, the prophet paints a vivid picture of the coming judgment of God, the Day of the Lord. The imagery is
bold and terrifying: hordes of locusts swarming over the land and decimating everything. Joel’s prophecy has teeth even today
as wars rage, natural disasters threaten and destroy, and our culture seems to be unraveling. But right in the middle of this
frightening portent, we find a tender invitation from the Lord:
“Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and He relents
over disaster” (Joel 2:13). God’s invitation and promise finds its fullness in Jesus Christ, who personifies and accomplishes all
that God declares.
During this season of Lent, we will consider the theme “Return to the Lord” and examine how the call to return played out in
practical ways for the people who walked alongside Christ as He demonstrated and carried out God’s grace and mercy on our
behalf, taking God’s wrath upon Himself, setting the stage for God to “turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind Him” (Joel
2:14).
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ASH WEDNESDAY
“A Call to Return”
LENT 1 “Return to Prayer”
Peter, James, & John/Gethsemane
LENT 2 “Return from Betrayal”
Judas
LENT 3 “Return from False Witness”
Caiaphas and the Council
LENT 4 “Return from Denial”
Peter

LENT 5 “Return to the Kingdom of
God”
Pontius Pilate
MAUNDY THUR “Return to the Table”
Jesus’ invitation (First Communion)
GOOD FRIDAY “Return to the Cross”
7 Last Words
EASTER SUNRISE “Return to the Church”
What was accomplished
EASTER FESTIVAL “Return and See”
Christ is risen

