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Leviticus 17-27
Overview


The first part of Leviticus (1-14)
stresses cleanliness, how unholy
people can come before a holy
God. Chapter 15 serves as the
highpoint of the book with the
Ritual of the Day of Atonement.



Here’s the key: They are
responding to God’s love and
holiness with their actions!


18-20 – Holy living among
common people.



21-22 – Holy living for priests



23-25 – Holy living in worship

At the heart of Leviticus is
the question of Holiness.

Read Leviticus 23:1-3
Appointed Feasts




1-2 - What are the major holidays of the church
year?


In the same way, the Jewish calendar was set up
with major festivals/feasts throughout the year.



This chapter divides neatly in half.


Verses 1-22 – Spring Festivals



Verses 23-43 – Autumn Festivals

3 – Before we get to the annual feasts, we are
reminded of the weekly feast – The Sabbath.


Sabbath means seven and is nearly synonymous
with rest.



All of it points forward to Jesus as our Sabbath.

Read Leviticus 23:1-3
Appointed Feasts

Read Leviticus 23:4-8
Passover / Unleavened Bread


Passover celebrated

Read Leviticus 23:4-8
Passover / Unleavened Bread


Passover was the first of the festivals celebrated. It
was on the first month of the year (Abib/Nisan)
which would be in March/April of our calendar.



Celebrated the deliverance of Israel from Egypt
and how the angel of death “passed over” the
homes of the Israelites.



As they left, they ate unleavened bread, thus
Passover led to the Feast of Unleavened Bread.





During this time Israel was forbidden to eat yeast.



1st and 7th days, days of rest. No work.

Pointed to Christ

Read Leviticus 17:8-9
Eating Blood Forbidden


The Second Command the LORD
makes in this section is that all burnt
offerings and sacrifices have to be
done at the Tabernacle.


Possibly because they might offer it to
idols like above.



Also, preserves the unity of worship. We
are all doing the same thing…



Note: it’s not just Israelites who had to
do this. Remember there were Egyptians
and other people who may have
traveled with them out of the Exodus.
They had to worship the same way.


Or else they were cast out.
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Read Leviticus 23:9-14
Firstfruits


First sheaf of grain harvested to be waved before
the Lord as a grain offering.



Acknowledged that the LORD was the one who
enabled the land to bring produce crops.



Several new testament references pick up on this
idea in different ways:

Read Leviticus 21:10-15
Rules for High Priest




10-12 – Israel was to be separate from the nations.
The Priests were to be separate from commoners.
The High Priest is separate from Priests. Special
rules.


Cannot let hair become unkempt / tear clothes (10)



Cannot enter a place w/ a dead body (11) even
for close family member (mom/dad)



Cannot leave tabernacle. (No vacations). (12)



= Complete devotion to the LORD.

13-15 – High Priest can’t marry a divorcee or
prostitute. Adds widows. Why?


Points to Jesus
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Read Leviticus 19:11-18
Various Laws


11-12 – Here we have some direct
commandments spoken (7 and 8). They are
followed immediately by the (2nd Comm.)


Why? Because often these are connected in our
deception of others. Someone stealing a piece of
property often lies and deceives even using God’s
name in the process.



13-14 – These deal w/ mistreating those unable to
defend themselves (in court, deaf, blind)



15-16 – These deal with justice in court. It was easy
to play favorites in a close community but Israel
was not to be like this.



17-18 – Instead of taking to court, handle things
privately. That means refusing to let hatred sit.
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Read Leviticus 23:15-22
Feast of Weeks


Fifty days after Firstfruits. Called Pentecost in
Greek.



Feast of Weeks was a day of rest when all men of
Israel were called to appear before the LORD and
offer appropriate sacrifices.





Sacrifices were thanksgiving for the grain harvest.



Shown in permitting poor/strangers to take grain left
around edges of the field. See Ruth/Boaz.

Spring festivals were more upbeat and thankful
than the Autumn festivals.

Read Leviticus 23:23-25
Feast of Tabernacles


Trumpets were used to assemble the people.



Feast of Tabernacles was in the seventh month.
Focused on the reading of scriptures. Officially the
beginning of the Jewish New Year. Often
celebrated similarly to our New Year’s today.



Symbolized the beginning of the fruit harvest.

Read Leviticus 23:26-32
Day of Atonement


We talked about this in Chapter 16 from the Priests
point of view. Here is the lay perspective.



People were to deny themselves by fasting.
Failure to do so resulted in being cut off from
people.



People who worked this day would be destroyed
by the LORD.



The Day of Atonement was a solemn day when
the high priest made atonement for the sins
committed by the entire community for the
previous year.

Read Leviticus 23:33-44
Feast of Tabernacles


After the solemn tone of the Day of Atonement,
Israel proceeded to the Feast of Tabernacles. It is
called that because people created structures in
which they lived during the celebration: branches
put together to resemble tents or booths.



It was to remind Israel of their time in the
wilderness when they were on the move. They
gave thanks to God for his guidance and
protection in the wilderness.

Read Leviticus 24:1-9
Rules for the Tabernacle


1-4 – Israel is commanded to bring olive oil to light
the tabernacle via the golden lampstand. It was
the high priests responsibility to make sure it was
done. Continual burning was to remind Israel to
be holy continually. NT builds on this. (See next 2
slides.)



5-9 – Israel also commanded to bring the Bread
of the Presence into the Holy Place. It was a sign
of the covenant. The loaves were replaced
weekly. Could be eaten by priests while serving,
but not by families.

Read Leviticus 19:19-25
Various Laws


19 – Here are seemingly odd prohibitions on
mixing animals/seeds/fabrics. What’s the point?
You are set apart. Behave differently as God’s
people.



20-22 – Israel was forbidden from “marrying”
outsiders, that fits with “mixing” above, but that
left some gray area. What about slaves? God
spells out that this too is adultery, and if she had
been engaged to another man there would be
reparations to be made.



23-25 – Israel was to give “firstfruits” to the LORD to
remind them that everything was a blessing from
Him. With new plants that meant a time of serious
waiting (four years) before receiving God’s fruits.

Read Leviticus 17:10-12
Eating Blood Forbidden


The Third Command the LORD makes in
this section is that it is wrong to eat the
blood of animals. (No blood sausage!)




WHY??? It was common for other
nations to eat the blood of the animals
to take its life-giving powers.


Think about movies where the hunter eats
the heart of the animal just after he kills it.



This is nothing new. Genesis 9:4 →

Why???


“The Life of a creature is in its blood.” →
Respect for life.



Life of sacrificed animals. Blood was to
be used for atonement. Not food.

Read Leviticus 24:10-16
Blasphemy


This section deals with the sin of Blasphemy. In this
case, it is taking the name of the LORD as a curse.
Here we have an actual case of a young man
using God’s name as a curse.



The penalty was undetermined at the time, but
God tells Moses that it is death by stoning outside
the camp. The reason for the hard punishment is
that blasphemy brought guilt on the blasphemer
and the people who heard it (and did nothing).



This is the crime Jesus is convicted of: Matt. 26:65.
Stephen, the first martyr, also was killed for the sin
of blasphemy. (Acts 6:11)

Read Leviticus 24:17-23
Rule of Compensation




After blasphemy results in death by stoning, the
LORD gives appropriate punishment for offenses.


Taking a life = Death



Killing an animal = Repayment

Eye for an eye, Tooth for a tooth was a concept
of proportionality. Instead of raising the stakes,
Israel was to only make things “even”. Jesus would
later revolutionize this to “Turn the other cheek”.
(Matt. 5:38)

Read Leviticus 25:1-7
Anniversaries


Sabbatical Year


Every seventh year, the land was to be given a
sabbath rest and lie fallow. Even orchards and
vineyards.



Reminded that God provides all things. Not about
accumulation of wealth. Jesus talks about this with
the man who built bigger barns and said to himself:
“You have plenty of good things laid up for many
years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”

Read Leviticus 22:1-15
Partaking of God’s Gifts




1-9 - Priests were to stay clean. If they were
unclean, they could not eat from the gifts
dedicated to the LORD. This could be from skin
diseases, bodily discharge, contact w/ dead
body, etc.


Need to wash completely



Anyone who ate anyway should be cut off.

10-15 – Priests had no land/income. Everything
came from offerings. Family could benefit from
these offerings BUT no outsiders. Food should be
treated special.


What does this tell us as “priests” about who should
and shouldn’t partake of God’s gifts in Holy
Communion.

Read Leviticus 25:8-12
Anniversaries


Year of Jubilee


After 7 rotations of 7 year’s, Israel was to celebrate
the Year of Jubilee or “liberty”. During this year, all
slaves were set free and all land was returned to its
original owner.




Followed a Sabbath year so there were two years that
the land remained fallow. God promised to bless them
with enough to take care of them both years. It was
therefore about trusting the LORD to take care of
them.

We don’t actually know if the Year of Jubilee was
actually ever practiced. 

Read Leviticus 25:13-24
Anniversaries


Year of Jubilee


13-17 – Land was returned to original owners. Israel
was given land upon arrival in the promised land as
part of God’s people. They had an inheritance that
couldn’t be taken away. Thus, buying propery
amounted to a “lease” until the year of Jubilee.



18-24 – It also meant that social classes/division
were lessened. Can’t have a permanent rich/poor if
people get their land back. All Israel was to
understand the land as God’s and they were all just
tenants. Perhaps we would do well to remember
this too.

Read Leviticus 25:13Anniversaries


Year of Jubilee


25-34 – Situations may arise where one would “sell”
property or even themselves into slavery to pay
debt. Close relatives were called to “redeem” it on
your half. (Boaz) Jubilee gave a “fresh start”.




35-38 – Helping the poor was expected. If an
Israelite was poor, his country men were to help him,
not take advantage of him, but help him.




Exceptions: Walled city = no land, Levites

No interest loans, food at profit. No shunning poor.

29-53 – If a person sold himself into slavery, both
Israelites and foreigners must care for him and his
family as a hired man not a slave. (Dignity). Can’t
be sold as a slave again.

Homework


Read Leviticus Chapters 26-27: 3/28

