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Leviticus 17-27
Overview


The first part of Leviticus (1-14)
stresses cleanliness, how unholy
people can come before a holy
God. Chapter 15 serves as the
highpoint of the book with the
Ritual of the Day of Atonement.



Today we begin the last part of
the book which is how God’s
people were to live differently
than those around them.



Here’s the key: They are
responding to God’s love and
holiness with their actions!

At the heart of Leviticus is
the question of Holiness.

Read Leviticus 19:1-4
Various Laws


1-2 – God commands his people to be holy
because he is holy. They reflect him in their
actions. This will later be summed up in v. 18 –
Love your neighbor as yourself.


You may notice that Jesus later uses this to
summarize the 2nd table of the Law.



Much of this lesson will feel like studying the 10
Commandments in a different way.



3 – Respect Father and Mother – (4th Comm.) It all
begins in the home. If a child can’t obey his/her
parents, won’t obey heavenly Father either.



3 – Observe Sabbaths – (3rd Comm.) Assoc. w/
above b/c parents teach to respect YHWH.



4 – Leads to 1st Comm. You shall have no other
gods/graven image. Idols = “nothings”

Read Leviticus 19:5-10
Various Laws


5-8 – Much of this looks familiar from earlier
chapters about Fellowship offerings. This is about
how the “average” Israelite was to eat of it. If he
did not follow this he was to be “cut off from his
people.”



9-10 – This deals with those who were poor or
outcast: widows, orphans, foreigners. They are all
people who often didn’t own land. Special laws
were made to take care of the neediest. Certain
areas of the field were not to be harvested to
provide “leftovers” for those less fortunate.


This is the context for Ruth 2



What does this teach us about taking care of the
less fortunate?

Read Leviticus 19:11-18
Various Laws


11-12 – Here we have some direct
commandments spoken (7 and 8). They are
followed immediately by the (2nd Comm.)


Why? Because often these are connected in our
deception of others. Someone stealing a piece of
property often lies and deceives even using God’s
name in the process.



13-14 – These deal w/ mistreating those unable to
defend themselves (in court, deaf, blind)



15-16 – These deal with justice in court. It was easy
to play favorites in a close community but Israel
was not to be like this.



17-18 – Instead of taking to court, handle things
privately. That means refusing to let hatred sit.

Read Leviticus 17:8-9
Eating Blood Forbidden


The Second Command the LORD
makes in this section is that all burnt
offerings and sacrifices have to be
done at the Tabernacle.


Possibly because they might offer it to
idols like above.



Also, preserves the unity of worship. We
are all doing the same thing…



Note: it’s not just Israelites who had to
do this. Remember there were Egyptians
and other people who may have
traveled with them out of the Exodus.
They had to worship the same way.


Or else they were cast out.
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Read Leviticus 19:19-25
Various Laws


19 – Here are seemingly odd prohibitions on
mixing animals/seeds/fabrics. What’s the point?
You are set apart. Behave differently as God’s
people.



20-22 – Israel was forbidden from “marrying”
outsiders, that fits with “mixing” above, but that
left some gray area. What about slaves? God
spells out that this too is adultery, and if she had
been engaged to another man there would be
reparations to be made.



23-25 – Israel was to give “firstfruits” to the LORD to
remind them that everything was a blessing from
Him. With new plants that meant a time of serious
waiting (four years) before receiving God’s fruits.

Read Leviticus 17:10-12
Eating Blood Forbidden


The Third Command the LORD makes in
this section is that it is wrong to eat the
blood of animals. (No blood sausage!)




WHY??? It was common for other
nations to eat the blood of the animals
to take its life-giving powers.


Think about movies where the hunter eats
the heart of the animal just after he kills it.



This is nothing new. Genesis 9:4 →

Why???


“The Life of a creature is in its blood.” →
Respect for life.



Life of sacrificed animals. Blood was to
be used for atonement. Not food.

Read Leviticus 19:26-37
Various Laws


26-28 – These are certain pagan practices most of
which we have already discussed.


Eating blood sacrificed to animals



Divination/sorcery (Ez. 21:21)



Mourning rites



29-30 – These were worship rites associated w/
pagans. Don’t do them.



31 – Mediums/Spiritists – Speaking w/ dead- bad.



32 – Respect for elderly



33-34 – Love for foreigners



35-37 - Dishonesty

Read Leviticus 20:1-8
Punishments for Sin


Many of the rules in Ch. 20 have been discussed
earlier. Chapter 20 deals with the punishments.




1-5 – For sacrificing to Molech.


Death by stoning. (2)



Cut off from his people. (3)



If the community ignores it, they will be cursed. (5)

6 – Mediums or Spiritists




Cut off from his people

7-8 – Here is the point. The LORD who is absolutely
sinless wants his people to hate and avoid sin too.
They should be set apart (consecrated) and holy.

Read Leviticus 20:9-21
Punishments for Sin


9 – Cursing parents – Death



10-16 – Sexual Crimes listed in 18:6-23




17-21 – Other Sexual Crimes




Adultery, Incest, Homosexuality, Bestiality – Death
No human penalties → Divine penalties

What do you think about the severity here?


Does it seem a bit harsh?



Why would a good and loving God do such things?

Read Leviticus 20:1-9
Punishments for Sin


22-24 – What promise does God give here? (24)
Why do they receive it? (22-23)



25-26 – How then are God’s people supposed to
live?



We have seen that much of the Ceremonial Laws
in Leviticus have already been fulfilled in Christ.
Thus, they are no longer necessary. Some of them
overlap however with the moral law which is still in
force. What is God’s desire in all of this? (26)



Is this still in play today?



27 – Mediums / Spiritists – Put to death. What does
this say about Psychics, Astrology, Palm Readers?
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Homework


Read Leviticus Chapters 21-22

