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At the heart of Leviticus is 

the question of Holiness.



Read Leviticus 11:1-8

Clean and Unclean Animals

 God now tells Moses and Aaron 

what makes them unclean. 

 He breaks them into 3-4 groups:

 Land Animals (1-8)

 Water Animals (9-12)

 Air Creatures (13-19)

 Flying Insects (20-23)

 First Group: Land Animals

 Three qualifications: 



Leviticus 12-15

Overview

 The last chapter dealt with stuff 

you consume that made you 

unclean. Chapters 12 – 15 deal 

with the stuff that come out of the 

body that make us unclean. 

 12 – Purification after childbirth

 13-14 – Uncleanness from disease

 15 – Pollution from Reproduction



Leviticus 15

Overview
 Again, God is NOT anti-sex. 

 Gen. 1:28

 Addresses sexual issues in terms of 
cleanliness NOT SIN!

 Broken in 4 parts: 

 Men –

 Long Term Discharge

 Short Term Discharge

 Women –

 Short Term Discharge

 Long Term Dicharge



Read Leviticus 15:1-15

Male Discharges – Long Term
 Long Term discharges here include 

discharges from the male sex organs 
that would happen over a long period 
of time. 

 Most likely STD’s - Gonorrhea

 You can imagine why things that are sat 
on like beds, chairs, saddles, etc might 
be unclean. As well as anything he 
might touch. 

 Note that he could at least be at 
home. Not outcast like skin disease. 

 When done, wait 7 days, wash clothes 
and body. Sin and burnt offering of 
doves. 



Read Leviticus 15:16-18

Male Discharges – Short Term

 Short Term discharges here include 

discharges from the male sex organs 

that would happen over a short period 

of time. 

 Semen – Through intercourse or 

involuntarily during sleep. 

 All items touched during this time were 

unclean. 

 Man could not worship or fight in battle.



Read Leviticus 15:19-24

Female Discharges – Short Term

 Short Term discharges here include 

discharges from the female sex organs that 

would happen over a short period of time. 

 Menstrual Period – Unclean 7 days

 All items touched during this time were 

unclean. Wash body and clothes.

 Note: Men defiled if they come in sexual 

contact during this time. 

 Lev. 18:19, 20:18 → Cut off from God’s people. 

 No Sacrifice necessary. 

 Sexual intercourse made people unclean. 

Doesn’t mean sinful. 

 Just required a period of waiting and washing. 



Read Leviticus 15:25-30

Female Discharges – Long Term

 Long Term discharges here include 

discharges from the female sex organs that 

would happen over a long period of time. 

 Something is wrong. Problem bleeding. 

 Luke 8:43-44 – Woman w/ 12 year bleeding

 Unclean entire time. Everything she touches is 

unclean. 

 When stops. Wait 7 days. Wash. Sacrifice two 

birds for a sin and burnt offering. 



Read Leviticus 15:31-33

Summary

 Take these things seriously!

 Notice how Jesus changes 

things. He dares to touch the 

unclean. 

 It doesn’t defile him. 

 It cleanses them!
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Read Leviticus 11:24-28

Clean and Unclean Animals

 General rules about unclean 

animals: 

 24-28 – Things w/ paws –

 Cats/Dogs – Don’t eat. 

 29-38 – Swarming things –

 Rat, mouse, lizards. – Don’t eat

 Utensils, pots, stoves, etc. touched 

by carcass destroyed. No 

accidents. 

 39-40 – A clean animal who dies 

naturally – Don’t eat/touch. 



Leviticus 16

Overview
 This is the HIGHPOINT of the Book 

of Leviticus

 Ch. 11-15 dealt w/ things that 
make a person unclean. What 
happens if someone is 
accidentally unclean?

 The Day of Atonement is an
annual ritual to cleanse all of Israel 
from any uncleanliness.

 While it comes across in rituals
(what people do - LAW), it is to
convey God’s love and 
forgiveness (What God does -
GOSPEL.)  



At the heart of Leviticus is 

the question of Holiness.



Read Leviticus 16:1-2

The Day of Atonement

 Notice: The first reference is back to NADAB 

and ABIHU who offered “unauthorized fire” 

and paid for it with their lives. This cleanliness 

stuff is SERIOUS stuff. 

 Remember what Moses was to do in Ex. 6 at 
the burning bush? Remember how the 

people reacted to God’s presence on Mt. 

Sinai? 

 The Tabernacle is a way for God to dwell 

among his people in a cloud. But the same 

precautions have to be taken. Your sins need 

to be covered.  → Day of Atonement

 As such, Moses is to tell Aaron that he can’t 
go anywhere he wants in the Tabernacle.



Read Leviticus 16:1

The Day of Atonement

 Notice: The first reference is back to NADAB 

and ABIHU who offered “unauthorized fire” 

and paid for it with their lives. This cleanliness 

stuff is SERIOUS stuff. 

 As such, Moses is to tell Aaron that he can’t 
go anywhere he wants in the Tabernacle.



Read Leviticus 16:3-5

Preparations

 First the High Priest (Aaron) had to make 

sacrifices: 

 For Himself/household

 Young Bull – Sin Offering – Relationship w/ God

 Ram – Burnt Offering – Total Commitment 

 For People

 Two male goats – Sin Offering

 Ram – Burnt Offering

 Couldn’t wear priestly robes. 

 Simple Dress – Servant not King



Read Leviticus 16:6-10

Preparations

 After making an offering for himself (next 

section), Aaron would cast lots over the two 

goats to determine which was to be 

sacrificed (YHWH)as a sin offering and which 

was the scapegoat (AZAZEL).

 What happens with the two goats gets 

explained later. Right now you just get the 

marking of the two goats. 



Read Leviticus 16:6,11-14

Sin Offering for the High Priest

 Why did Aaron have to offer sin offering for 

himself? Why was it a bull? 

 Normally, this offering would be made for the

priest and blood sprinkled on the curtain. On

this day it was different:

 Burning/incense is used why? (13)

 Where does he put the blood? (14)
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Read Leviticus 16:15-19

Sin Offering for the People



Read Leviticus 16:15-19

Sin Offering for the People
 Again, blood sprinkled 7x on the 

atonement cover. (15)

 Then he cleans the altar of incense 
and the “Most holy place”. (16-17)

 Then he works his way to the altar of
burnt offering altar (18). 

 Why? 

 Because all year long the tabernacle 
had been contaminated by the sins 
brought to it and confessed over it. 

 Even the places and tools had to be 
cleansed for the Holy God to dwell 
among sinful people.  











Read Leviticus 16:20-22

The Scapegoat

 After having cleansed the Tabernacle, 

Aaron now lays his hands on the goat to 

transfer those sins and uncleanness onto the 

animal. 

 Instead of being sacrificed, the animal is 
then led into the wilderness where he is then 

presumably left for dead. 

 Key point is that there is a visual demonstration 

of the people’s sins (both priests and people) 

being taken away. 





Read Leviticus 16:23-28

Washing

 After having completed all these 

duties, all participants: the high priest 

and the one who takes the 

scapegoat out, bathe and change 

clothes. 

 Notice the level of detail. No chance 

of sin was left. 



Read Leviticus 16:29-34

The ordinance

 While all this was done by the priest, 

the people were to show their 

repentance by: fasting, prayer, self-

examination, and no work. 

 This happened like “Spring Cleaning” 
every year (lasting ordinance) 

 … only it was Sept/Oct. 
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Homework

 Read Leviticus Chapters 17-18


