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Easter Sunrise Service  
The Sunrise Service follows the custom of the early Christian church which thought of the services held on 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday as one long, continuous service including a vigil lasting through Saturday 
night and culminating in the Sunrise Service on Easter morning.  And now, by faith, we are able to look beyond 
this broken world and even beyond death and the grave because of Christ’s empty tomb discovered early that 
first Easter Day. Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! 
  

I AM the 
RESURRECTION 

and the  
LIFE 



Mark 16:1–4 
 1When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Salome bought spices, so 
that they might go and anoint him. 2And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went 
to the tomb. 3And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the 
tomb?” 4And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was very large. 
 

Our Journey to the Tomb 
P Lord God, our heavenly Father, we walk in spirit with those who went to the tomb early that first Easter 

morning. 
C And we walk with all the mourners everywhere who have suffered and who are still suffering. Color 

the world this morning dark and gray and sad. 
  
P If Christ has not been raised, our faith is in vain, and we are still in our sins. 
C Our words of confession would bounce back to accuse us. Our sins of thought, word and deed would 

declare us guilty. We would forever exist in the death called sin. 
  
P The sealed tomb seals our fate, for in our sin God Himself could not rescue us from what we are. 
C The world would go on toward death, sealed with the curse of the Fall, with pain, suffering, and a 

meaningless life and death for all. 
  
P If Christ has not been raised, then those who die have perished forever. 
C The grave would have won, for if Christ cannot conquer, how can we? 
  
P So we come to the tomb this morning, with only one thing in mind: 
C To better prepare His body for the sleep of death, and to prepare ourselves for the same sorry sleep. 

For if Christ has not been raised, we are the most pitiful of people. 
  
ALL:  But who will roll away the stone – Pilate’s stone, the stone of death, the stone of sin that blocks the way 

to God? 
  

456 Were You There 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 



 
Holy Gospel Mark 16:5–8 

 5And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were 
alarmed. 6And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; 
he is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to 
Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” 8And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling 
and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
 

Our Journey to the Tomb 2 
P People of God, why do you seek the living among the dead? 
C Because we have nowhere else to Go. He had told us that He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
  
P People of God, why do you seek the living among the dead? 
C Because we live in a world that still suffers from wars and hunger, cruelty and bloodshed. Because 

families are torn apart by greed or death or selfishness. Because individual lives deny or mock God. 
  
P People of God, approach the tomb! Seek the miracle of new life! People of God, why do you seek the living 

among the dead? 
C Because He spoke of resurrection and life and hope and victory. 
  
P People of God, do not live in death! Do not let sin be your master! Jesus Christ has risen to forgive you. He 

has risen to save you. He has risen to give you life. People of God, He is not here. He is risen! 
C Yes, the tomb is empty. He is Risen! 
  
P Christ is risen! 
C And He is among us! 
  
P Alleluia! 
C Alleluia! 
  
P Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
  
 

Easter Sunrise Collect 
P Almighty God, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You overcame death and opened to us the gate 

of everlasting life.  We humbly pray that we may live before You in righteousness and purity forever; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
  
 

  



487 Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Old Testament Reading Exodus 14:10—15:1 

 10When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians were marching 
after them, and they feared greatly. And the people of Israel cried out to the LORD. 11They said to Moses, “Is it 
because there are no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to 
us in bringing us out of Egypt? 12Is not this what we said to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone that we may serve the 
Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” 13And 
Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you 
today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. 14The LORD will fight for you, and you 
have only to be silent.” 
 15The LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. 16Lift up your staff, 
and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel may go through the sea on dry 
ground. 17And I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in after them, and I will get glory over 
Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his horsemen. 18And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, 
when I have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.” 
 19Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel moved and went behind them, and the pillar of 
cloud moved from before them and stood behind them, 20coming between the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. 
And there was the cloud and the darkness. And it lit up the night without one coming near the other all night. 
 21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all 
night and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 22And the people of Israel went into the midst of the 
sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 23The Egyptians pursued 
and went in after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 24And in the 
morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces and threw the 
Egyptian forces into a panic, 25clogging their chariot wheels so that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians said, 
“Let us flee from before Israel, for the LORD fights for them against the Egyptians.” 
 26Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may come back upon the 
Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” 27So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the 
sea returned to its normal course when the morning appeared. And as the Egyptians fled into it, the LORD threw 



the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. 28The waters returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the 
host of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea, not one of them remained. 29But the people of Israel walked 
on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 
 30Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the 
seashore. 31Israel saw the great power that the LORD used against the Egyptians, so the people feared the LORD, 
and they believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses. 
 1Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the LORD, saying, 

“I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
 the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.” 

 
Reading Response 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 15:1–11 
 1Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, 
2and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 
 3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance 
with the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5and 
that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, 
most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 
8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be 
called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace 
toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace 
of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 
 

Reading Response 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel John 20:1–18 
 1Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that 
the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 
whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they 
have laid him.” 3So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 4Both of them 
were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5And stooping to look in, he 
saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the 
tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the 
linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went 
in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 
10Then the disciples went back to their homes. 
 11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the tomb. 12And she saw 
two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. 13They said to 
her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know 
where they have laid him.” 14Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know 
that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to 
be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will 
take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means 
Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers 
and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18Mary Magdalene 
went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her. 
 

Gospel Response 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 



  
 

490 Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Reaffirmation of Baptismal Faith 

P Let us give thanks to the Father who created us and preserves us to this day. 
C We praise You Father, for giving us everything we need to support our body and life. 
P Let us give thanks to the Son who redeemed us with His holy precious blood. 
C We praise You, Lord Jesus, for the forgiveness and peace You won for us. 
P Let us give thanks to the Holy Spirit who called us into the family of believers through our baptisms. 
C We praise You, Lord, for Your help and blessings in our lives.  Amen. 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Offering 
 
 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P Rejoicing in the resurrection of our Lord and sharing in His peace, let us pray to the Lord on behalf of 
ourselves and all people as they have need. 
  
Brief silence 
  
O risen Savior, set free our tongues to confess Your resurrection before a world still captive to sin and death. 
Give us courage to go to every place and to speak in every language the salvation won for us upon the cross 
and the hope granted to us of life that death cannot overcome. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P O risen Savior, make us to burn with the fire of Your love, that we may love You above all things and love 

our neighbors as ourselves. Deliver us from fear and relieve the anxiety of our hearts, that we may live out 
fully the hope planted within us and the new lives we received in the waters of our Baptism. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P O risen Savior, anoint the words of those who preach to us Your Gospel, and open our ears to hear with faith 

all that He has done to save us. Raise up many who will serve You in the various callings of Your Church 
and who will serve us in Your name with Your Word and gifts. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P O risen Savior, hear us on behalf of Donald, our president; _____________, our governor; the Congress of 

the United States; and all state and local elected officials. Guide them according to Your Word, that justice 
may be given to all and those most in danger may live freely and without fear of threat. Bless especially the 
lives of the unborn lest they suffer for our shame. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P O risen Savior, across our nation so many are imprisoned. Bless prison guards and police, that they may act 

mercifully and serve with integrity. Bless those incarcerated, that they may be brought to repentance and 
faith and restored to a productive place within our society, and bless their families who love them. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



 P O risen Savior, hear us on behalf of those who cry to You in any need, especially the sick, the suffering, the 
disabled, the wounded in spirit, those who suffer mental illness and those in their last days on earth [especially 
_____________]. Give them grace according to their need, and sustain them in their afflictions to the day when 
their sufferings will be exchanged with glory in the life to come. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
  
P O risen Savior, accept the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving from our lips and the tithes and offerings we 

bring this day, that these may flow from grateful hearts who delight in Your mercy and who are thankful for 
all Your gifts. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P O risen Savior, open the hearts of all who commune this day, that we may receive to our benefit Your body 

and blood in this Sacrament. By this communion, strengthen us in faith and equip us to love one another as 
You love us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P O risen Savior, before the words come to our lips, You know the desires of our heart. Hear our prayers as 

expressions of our trust that You supply us with all things needful and keep from us all things harmful. O 
crucified and risen Savior, with the Father and the Spirit You reign as one Lord and one God. Hear the 
prayers of Your people. Your will be done, O Lord, now and always. 

C Amen. 
 
Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be Thy name, 

    Thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done on earth  
  as it is in heaven; 
    give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses  
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom  
 and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

 
Easter Acclamation 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

 
  



461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

 

 

 
 
5 He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears; 
He lives to calm my troubled heart; 
He lives all blessings to impart. 

 
6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 

He lives and loves me to the end; 
He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

 

7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 
He lives, and I shall conquer death; 
He lives my mansion to prepare; 
He lives to bring me safely there. 

 
8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 
I know that my Redeemer lives! 

Tune and text: Public domain 
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