




From the Pastor…. 

April 2016 
Pensacola, Florida 

THE PEN 

Have the same mind among yourselves, which is yours in Jesus 

Christ. (Philippians 2:5) Be like Christ!  Why?  He is the ultimate role 

model when it comes to success.  Just look at His  accomplishments. 

He lived a perfect life. He overcame all kinds of obstacles in His life 

and in the lives of others. He literally saved the whole world, He saved 

you and me.  

 

Jesus indeed is a role model worth following. "Be like Christ?" You've 

got to be kidding pastor. Lead a perfect life, imitate the Savior of the 

world? I can barely handle the challenges before me each day, let 

alone conquer them all for everybody else too. "Be like Christ?" that 

really is impossible. 

 

Well, make sure that you hear exactly what Paul is saying. He isn't 

saying "be like Christ" in regards to the things that only Jesus can do. There is no way that we can 

imitate the unique essence of His divine exaltation nor mimic the eternal success of His saving serv-

anthood. We are asked, though, to 

model His humility as His people, 

especially towards others. That is 

how we are to be like Christ. To you 

who are loved and forgiven by the 

humble, victorious Savior, be humble 

like Christ in your love for one anoth-

er. As we just experienced during Holy Week,  the road to glory is found only on the trail of humility.  

Jesus emptied Himself so that you and I might be filled. He accepted the cross so that you and I might 

be offered eternal life and salvation. He loved us with an everlasting love so that we could indeed love 

others in His Name! 

 

Be like Christ! Be ready to love and care for the people that God Himself sends into your lives. In this, 

we can be like Christ, like Him. We can take time to see the real needs of others. Like Him, we can 

visit the sick and comfort the dying. We can feed the hungry, or better, empower them to work again 

so that they might be able to give of themselves too. And most of all, we can offer real rescue to souls 

in danger. Like Christ, we can respond to real needs with the real grace and real mercy that He pro-

vides for us all!  

 

So, be like Christ. But, do we dare? Can we be like Him when even our best can't even come close to 

His standard of humility? Yes, be like Christ.  

 

As Christ emptied Himself, put Himself at the very mercy of the Father to save us. We, too, need to 

empty ourselves, to humble ourselves before Him. We are full of failure, saturated with sin, popping 

with pride. We need to empty ourselves in humble confession. And let the very mercy and forgiveness 

of the exalted Lord Jesus refresh us to life and salvation again and again!  

Have the same mind among yourselves, 
which is yours in Jesus Christ.   Philippians 2:5 



Mary Crisson (fractured ankle); Ingrid Severson; Lucille Bryant; John Steele, Charles Ayers, Bar-

bara Morgan; Marion Sherouse; Gabriel Olsen; Dan/Bonnie Ikert; John Knoll; Bill Yates; Holton 

Harders; Violet Littleton; Sandra Collier; Patti Popiel; Doris Fryer; Betty Stewart; Elaine Bretcher,  

Richard (Hein’s brother-in-law); Stella Becker (Donna Morado’s mother); Megan Thompson 

(Swann’s granddaughter–battling cancer);  Pat Darville (heart - Pam Hansen’s friend);  Sherry 

Davidson (cancer - Susan Hein’s friend);  Debbie Smith (Raders’ niece) and David Miller (Elaine 

Welter’s brother) ..... Lord, in your mercy. 

Pete Fenger (USAF); Jerry Hermann (USN); Don Billings (USN); Grant Barsuhn (Coast Guard); Mike Bell 

(Army-Afghanistan); James Hixenbaugh (USAF); Jonathan Laney (USN); Nate Swift (USMC); Zachary Laney 

(USN); Meagan Mustain (USAF); Chaplain Richard (Ros) Schultz (Army Reserves); Ryan McLean (USAF); 

Andrew Baker (Coast Guard), and Dylan Welter (Coast Guard).  

PRAYERS FOR OUR ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY: 
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LORD, IN YOUR MERCY... 

FROM THE PASTOR, CONTINUED... 

Be like Christ, trusting in the very words of God in the Scripture for your life and salvation. 

 

Filled with Christ we can have the same attitude of Jesus. Filled with Christ, we can be like Him in our relation-

ships with others. Filled with Christ, by the power of His Holy Spirit we can exercise our faith in humble service 

to those God brings into our lives. Christian life is simple, yet powerful; it is faith towards God, and fervent love 

toward neighbor. Humility in and through Christ works!  

 

Be like Christ, be attracted to His humility and connected to His Name in faith. Read His Word, gather around 

His means of grace in His church where He pours out the very blessings that He Himself has earned for you, 

"humble unto death, even death on a cross." Let Him cover you with His humility and empower you with His 

grace. 

 

And refreshed in Him, having emptied ourselves in confes-

sion, having filled up with Christ in forgiveness and power, we 

can now go out into a self-centered, narcissistic world and 

humbly serve whomever God brings. And who knows? Some 

self-centered, egotistical person might be attracted to our hu-

mility, much like we were attracted to Christ's humility. Drawn 

to Him, what a great opportunity to complete the connection - 

to attach them to the source of our humility, Jesus Christ your 

Savior, my Savior, and their Savior too.  

 

Paul surely invites you and me today to trust in Christ as our 

Savior, to be like Him, and live like Him. For Jesus Himself 

promises, "Whoever exalts himself with be humbled, and he 

who humbles himself will be exalted" by God (Luke 18:14).  

 

Pastor 



April 3, 2016—Second Sunday of Easter 

 Acts 5:12-20(21-32), Revelation 1:4-18, John 20:19-31 

April 10, 2016—Third Sunday of Easter 

 Acts 9:1-22, Revelation 5: (1-7) 8-14, John 21:1-13(15-19) 

April 17, 2016—Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 Acts 20:17-35, Revelation 7:8-17, John 10:22-30 

April 24, 2016—Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 Acts 11:1-18, Revelation 21:1-7, John 16:12-22 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
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ALL MARCH MADNESS FANS CAN CELEBRATE 

For many sports fans, the NCAA March Basketball 
Madness is the pinnacle of the sports season. Six-
ty-eight basketball teams are selected to vie for the 
national title as the top college basketball team in 
the country. The excitement builds over a three-
week period of time.  During the first week-end, 
there are 50 basketball games.  From those 
games, there emerges the “Sweet 16.”  These 16 
teams play again the next week.  As the tourna-
ment continues into the regional rounds, we move 
into the most coveted round, the “Final Four.” To 
be one of the “Final Four” teams is a wonderful 
honor for the college, players, and coaches. Now 
with excitement reaching crescendo levels the 

“Final Four” teams play for the national championship. With much joy and celebration one college basketball 
team wins the national championship. 
 
Basketball fans exhibit great spirit and enthusiasm as they cheer their favorite team or teams through the March 
Madness Tournament. If their team does well, many people share in the excitement of the victory. Each win in the 
tournament is celebrated by thousands or millions of fans. The celebration is due to the hard work, commitment, 
and skill of 12 young men on a basketball team, who have dedicated their time and talents to become proficient 
basketball players. 
 
In a much more meaningful way, we, as God’s people, celebrate not the work of 12 people, but the work of one 
Savior. Jesus has done everything to make us winners. Through Baptism, His Word, and the Lord’s Supper, we 
have been made part of His team. Even though He ALONE has won the victory for us over sin, Satan, and death, 
He includes us as part of His team.  We can all celebrate in the victory Jesus has won for us. Whether or not our 
favorite team wins in March Madness, we are all winners in Jesus. In response to what Jesus has done, we en-
thusiastically use our time, talents, and money to tell others about Jesus. 

BIBLE AND BREW 

Join us for coffee and a study of God’s Word. Opportunities are available Sunday 

mornings at 9:15 AM and Wednesdays at 11:00 AM.  



SOCIAL MINISTRY NEWS 

“Do not neglect to do good and to share what 

you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to 

God.” 

Hebrews 13:16 
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Council on Aging of West Florida is this month’s designated support organization. This is a local, independent, 

not-for-profit organization that has served seniors and their families since 1972. Council on Aging helps seniors in 

Escambia and Santa Rosa counties live healthy, safe and independent lives in their own familiar surroundings by 

providing community base, in-home programs and services such as Meals on Wheels and Alzheimer’s respite 

care which is provided by the Adult Day Health Care Center. Other programs and services include case manage-

ment, the Foster Grandparent and Senior Companion Programs, caregiver support & training, and the operation of 

numerous senior dining sites throughout Escambia and Santa Rosa counties 

Safe Harbor’s 19th Annual Fundraising Banquet: This banquet will be held on Thursday, April 28, 2016 at 6:30 

p.m. at the New World Landing in Pensacola. This is a great opportunity to hear first-hand about the ministry 

through a program presentation and client testimonies. The featured speaker will be John Ensor, an ordained 

evangelical pastor, is the President of PassionLife and author of several books has been a leader in the pregnan-

cy center movement for over 25 years as a speaker, writer and trainer.  Melanie Hampton and Roxanne 

Dougherty will be gathering names for reservations to this event. More news and a sign-up sheet will be provided 

closer to the event. 

Share boxes: Share (coin) boxes are available. As part of our Lenten journey you are encouraged to fill them with 

change and returned the first Sunday after Easter (April 3, 2016). Proceeds will be divided between Loaves and 

Fishes soup kitchen Pensacola and Lutheran Human Care (local and worldwide). Thanks for your support. 

Bake Sale: Social Ministry will host a Bake Sale in conjunction with the Youth Groups Yard Sale on April 23, 

2016. We’ll be asking the great cooks in our congregation to provide baked goods to help buy groceries for the 

Thanksgiving baskets. More information to follow closer to the date. 

CHECK OUT THE DISPLAY IN THE NARTHEX near the seating area where baskets are available to place pop 

tabs (for the Ronald McDonald House on Bayou Blvd. where families if seriously ill children at Sacred Heart Hos-

pital are allowed to stay so they can be near their children, Campbell Label’s for education (for Redeemer Luther-

an School in Warrington) and used greeting cards (for St. Jude’s Ranch for Children) there is no need to cut the 

fronts off. 

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES for you to assist are: Donate your old used eyeglasses, or pennies for the needy. The 

Penny Jar is located directly by the Social Ministry display table in the Narthex. We appreciate your help. We are 

grateful for the outpouring of support we receive from the congregation, involving our many activities to assist the 

“least of these.” 

We will continue to provide ways that you can be involved and support the efforts to help God’s “least of these.” 

That is our main purpose. If you have any questions or concerns about our ministry, contact one of the committee 

members or Melanie Hampton (the committee chair). 

The next meeting will be April 6, 2016 following Lenten Service. All who are interested are invited to attend. We 

can use all of your support. 

God’s Blessings to all. 



Page 5 THE PEN 

Are your closets full of things you don’t need? Well, now is a great 
time to declutter! Our youth group is hosting a yard sale on Saturday, 
April 23rd to help fund our high school trip to the National Youth 
Gathering in New Orleans this summer. Rent a table for $20 and sell 
all of those things you never use anymore. You can keep the money 
you make or donate it to the youth group if you wish. We will also sell 
bratwurst plates. Spread the word to your friends and neighbors, so 
they can rent a table, shop, or just come for lunch! Sign up in the en-
try area, or call the church office to reserve your table. 

YARD SALE 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN SCHOOL GALA  

As Spring draws near, anticipation is growing for the 9th Annual Gala Dinner and Auction set for April 16, 2016, 

hosted by Redeemer Lutheran School. Those who attend “Blue Hawaii”, the 1961 Elvis classic, at the Mustin 

Beach Officers’ Club, will be treated to a delicious meal and an exciting auction. Since its inception, the Gala has 

raised funds for the installation of the sprinkler system in the elementary building, the purchase of bleachers and 

a sound system for the gymnasium, a bathroom renovation and, most recently, we spent $9,000 to purchase 

new lunch room tables. The funds from Gala continue to expand and enhance our facility. The success of this 

event supports the ongoing commitment to continually improve the environment and opportunities for our stu-

dents. Through your generous donations and sponsorships from individuals and businesses, we will continue to 

strive fro excellence in creating future leaders of tomorrow. Redeemer Lutheran School is grateful for your sup-

port.  

 

If you are interested in attending the gala, stop by the church office or email resurrection@resluth.gccoxmail.com 

for more information.  

LUNCH AND LEARN – TUEDAY, APRIL 19th – 12 noon 
Personal Safety Made Easy 

 
Pastor Jack Onkka, a retired law enforcement officer, has much to teach us 
about protecting our property, our identity, and protecting ourselves from 
scams and fraud. Our own Karl Boos, a culinary art student, will prepare a 
lovely lunch of chicken salad sandwich, roasted new potatoes, steamed broc-
coli and fruit cobbler. Donation of $5 per person is requested. Please sign up 
after Sunday services or RSVP with the church office 944-3777. 
 

Silver Sneakers will continue on Tuesdays at 12:15 PM.  

 

 

FRIENDS IN CHRIST VISITATION TEAM 
Being homebound or semi-homebound can be isolating. One of our 
SAM team members shared that she recently talked to a woman 
who could no longer drive and was limited in what she could do for 

herself. She expressed, “I feel like a whatnot left on a shelf,” because she had little con-
tact with friends, family and church members. In our Resurrection family of believers we 
have around 17 members and caregivers that are considered homebound. We want to start a visitation team. If 
you already visit someone or if you are interested in visiting join Joann Grepke for a get together on Tuesday, 
April 26th at 6 pm for a brief review of the art of visitation and to coordinate visits. Please sign up in the vestibule if 
you plan to participate. 

The next SAM team will be meeting on April 13th at 12:30 PM. Contact Joann Grepke with any questions.  

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY NEWS 
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CHOIR DIRECTOR NEEDED FOR IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

We have been blessed with beautiful voices that are just waiting to be directed!  We are looking for a Choir Di-
rector for Sunday morning services.  Also, there would be one weekly choir rehearsal and responsibility to work 
closely with our wonderful Pastor. You would be working closely with experienced people who happen to also 
be very talented.  If this is something you would be interested in please contact our Personnel Department for 
further information: 
 
 
Peggy Dirk 
Personnel@immlu.com 

NEW ONLINE DIRECTORY 

Our new website design has an exciting feature: an online, searchable 

directory for members. To access the directory, you will need to create an 

account through our website. Instructions on how to create an account 

were sent out via email at the end of March. If you would like a paper 

copy of the instructions or have any questions regarding the new website, 

please contact the church office: 944-3777 or email resurrec-

tion@resluth.gccoxmail.com. Our administrative assistant, Kaia will be 

happy to help you.  

Our Pumpkins & Praise team has already started making plans for our 

October 1st event. We had a fantastic time last year with a great turnout 

and a positive response from our community! We’re looking at ways to 

make even better use of our church grounds and add more activities. 

We welcome your input! Feel free to join us for our next meeting on 

Wednesday, April 20th at 6 pm.  

PUMPKINS AND PRAISE 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Plans are well underway for our Barnyard Roundup Vaca-
tion Bible School Program! Instead of a 5 day VBS, we are 
planning a big 2-day weekend event that will kick off on Fri-
day evening, June 10th and run most of the day on June 
11th. We need your help! There are many ways to get in-
volved, such as planning, decorating, preparing and serving 
food, teaching Bible stories and verses, leading crafts or games, and teaching songs, just to name a few. If 
you’re interested in helping, see Susan Dixon or watch for sign-up sheets in the entry area in the near future. 
You won’t regret it! 

Thanks so much to everyone who donated plastic eggs and candy for our Easter egg 

hunt! Our Sunday School children were very excited to have so many eggs to search 

for that were filled with a variety of candies. We appreciate your generosity and sup-

port!  

THANK YOU 

mailto:Personnel@immlu.com


KID’S PAGE 
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